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34.1 LEARNING OBJECTIVES

After reading this Unit you will be able to
e Narrate the historical context of Spanish and Portuguese migration

e Understand the features of the contemporary Soanish and Portuguese
diasporas.

34.2 INTRODUCTION

The geography of the Iberian Peninsula, which includes modern-day Portugal
and Spain, necessitated the development of the Portuguese and Spanish
concurrently and in relative isolation. This is the most western part of mainland
Europe, separated from the rest of the continent by the Pyrenees mountains,
which contain the Spanish French border (as well as the minuscule principality
of Andorra) and surrounded by sea on all sides (except for a small mountainous
connection to France in the north).

Spain pioneered the colonisation of America following the great exploration
voyages. The first settlement was in Santo Domingo, West Indies, founded by
Columbus's brother Bartholomew in 1496, after Columbus's second voyage.
Over the next twenty years, the Spaniards conquered most of the remaining
West Indies and Panama in Central America. The two most famous exploits of
this period were launched from these bases: Cortes' conquest of Mexico and
Pizarro's conquest of Peru.



34.3 HISTORY OF SPAIN AND PORTUGAL

The history of Spain and Portugal begins with the Romans introducing Latin
to the peninsula during their conquest in the third century BC. Latin was the
dominant language for approximately 600 years, but the language itself evolved
and changed during this time. Different dialects of Latin began to emerge
throughout the Roman empire. The common people began to shift away from
the classical Latin spoken in an official capacity and toward a colloquial dialect
known as vulgar Latin. The Iberian Peninsula was subjected to several Germanic
invasions as the Roman empire declined. The new rules were spoken by Gothic
speakers, which didn't catch on in the area, but parts of the language did begin
to mix with the vulgar Latin spoken there (The Battle of the Iberian Languages,
2018). But it wasn't until the subsequent invasion by Arabic-speaking Moors
from North Africa that Portuguese and Spanish became distinguishable. The
Kingdom of Asturias in northern Spain was able to repel and expand against
Moorish advances in the ninth and tenth centuries AD. It became the epicentre
of the Reconquista, the retaking of the Iberian peninsula from Muslim powers,
in the 11th and 12th centuries (The Battle of the Iberian Languages, 2018).

Spain and Portugal established the first European trading empires. By
treaty (Tordesillas, 1494; Zaragoza, 1529), Spain claimed the majority
of the Americas, except for Brazil, while Portugal claimed several coastal
territories in Africa, the Middle East, South Asia, and Pacific Asia, except the
Philippines, which Spain claimed before the Treaty of Zaragoza was ratified.
The establishment of these empires was facilitated by the trade routes that
brought the newly discovered wealth of the claimed territories. A significant
source was the Southeast Asian "Spice Islands" collected by the Portuguese

from Timor and Malacca and the Spanish from Manila.

The Kingdom of Asturias was eventually divided into smaller states, the two
most important of which were the County of Portugal and the Kingdom of
Ledn. The Kingdom of Ledn expanded through central areas, while the County
of Portugal expanded down the western coast of the Iberian Peninsula (The
Battle of the Iberian Languages, 2018). By then, the vulgar Latin had developed
differently but distinctly in both places and their independence ensured it was
continued as they no longer had authority over them and imposed their own
language on their territory. Their ability to remain independent and eventually
defeat the Moors allowed them to standardize their languages individually,
resulting in the Spanish and Portuguese that we have today.

The superior navigational skills of the Portuguese enabled them to build the
world's largest commercial and maritime empire at the beginning of the 16th
century. It stretched from South America to the Far East, as well as along the
African and Indian coasts. Apart from Brazil, the majority of its empire consisted
of a network of islands and trading posts known as 'feitorias,” which were
acquired either by force, particularly in the Indian Ocean, or by negotiating with
local powers. China, for example, ceded Macao to the Portuguese in 1557. The
trading posts on Africa's West Coast were under the control of the government
in Lisbon. Those on the other side of the Cape dubbed the 'Estado da India,’
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were granted the authority of a Viceroy in Goa. They were frequently fortified
to serve as ports of call for Portuguese ships as well as warehouses and markets
for their cargo.

The Portuguese were able to seize control of the majority of Europe's spice
trade, which had previously been dominated by Venice via its trading routes
through Alexandria and Damascus, thanks to their trading network. By
controlling trade with Africa, India, and the Persian Gulf, they were also able to
replace Arab intermediaries. Two Portuguese armadas were constantly sailing
back and forth across the Indian Ocean to maintain this commercial monopoly.
The Portuguese empire reached its pinnacle between 1525 and 1550. Following
this period, Portugal, a small country with a population of one million people,
was unable to maintain its naval superiority and was forced to cede territory to
the increasingly ambitious Dutch and British merchants. Furthermore, between
1580 and 1640, during the Iberian Union of Spain and Portugal, Madrid was
less interested in defending Lisbon's overseas possessions.

Brazil had become the cornerstone of the Portuguese Empire by the end of the
16th century. Its main export was redwood for dyeing. However, sugar cane
plantations on the coast and, later, cattle farms established by settlers moving
further inland quickly replaced this industry. Brazil's large sugar plantations
required more labourers as the country's economy grew. As a result, demand for
slave labour increased, encouraging more trade with Portugal's African ports.

Map: Spanish and Portuguese colonial empire in 16th Century
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Source: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:(Putzger) Spanish and Portuguese
colonial empires in_16th_century.jpg



345 PORTUGUESE DIASPORA

Due to the Portuguese diaspora's lengthy history, its size is extremely difficult
to estimate. Portugal's territorial reach, as one of the colonial period's largest
empires, extended widely throughout the world, with an emphasis on Latin
America and Southeast Asia. As a result, a sizable Portuguese population
exists in a number of these countries (Portugal Diaspora, n.d.). However, these
populations have become deeply assimilated over time and are distinct from
the more recent Portuguese diaspora. Brazil is home to the largest Portuguese
population in the world and a diverse cultural heritage. It is estimated that there
are up to 85 million people of Portuguese ancestry living there. Portugal has a
sizable population in France (1.7 million people), the United States (1.4 million
people), Venezuela (455,000 people), Canada (430,000 people), South Africa
(300,000 people), and the United Kingdom (140,000). Although the Portuguese
diaspora population exceeds 100 million, its size necessitates classification.

The Portuguese have a strong presence throughout the Americas. While the
large Portuguese population in the United States is not one of the largest
immigrant demographics in the country, it is still significant. The country's
first Portuguese settlements date back to the seventeenth century, during the
Age of Discovery. The Portuguese established amicable bilateral relations
with America following its recognition of independence. During the nineteenth
century, many Portuguese immigrants arrived in the United States, particularly
on the East Coast in New England. Rhode Island retains a sizable Portuguese
population, many of whom are descended from Azorean whalers who arrived in
the mid-nineteenth century (Portugal Diaspora, n.d.). Throughout the twentieth
century, Portuguese immigration remained concentrated on the East Coast.
Venezuela is another American country with a sizable Portuguese population.

The Portuguese diaspora is particularly visible in Africa, where the country
once had a sizable colonial presence. The population density is greatest in
South Africa and Mozambique (Portugal Diaspora, n.d.). Following South
Africa's independence from Britain and the Netherlands in 1975, large numbers
of Portuguese immigrants arrived from Angola and Mozambique. Portugal
has a sizable diaspora throughout Europe. Portugal has a sizable population
in France, Luxembourg, and the United Kingdom. The modern Portuguese
community in France has existed in its current form since the mid-to-late
twentieth century, when political unrest in Portugal influenced its development
Portugal's diaspora is unique in Luxembourg (Portugal Diaspora, n.d.). The
largest minority community in the country, the Portuguese, which account for
16.1 per cent of the total population, has been a significant demographic since
the late twentieth century. Large swaths of Portuguese settlers arrived to fill a
labour void left by the country's former Italian population, dependent on the
service industry (Portugal Diaspora, n.d.). Concurrent with political instability
in Portugal, a sizable community was quickly established, aided by a treaty
allowing family reunification in 1970. Both countries are now members of the
European Union, and Luxembourg's Portuguese population remains sizable and
intact. Additionally, the United Kingdom has a sizable Portuguese community,
much of which is concentrated in London.

Spanish and Portuguese
Diaspora

155



MDI 003
Global Diasporas Case
Studies

156

Check your progress 1

Note: Check your answer with possible answers given at the end of the unit

1.  Write a short note on Iberian Peninsula

2. How did Portugal become the world's largest commercial and maritime
empire?

3. Write a short note on Portuguese Diaspora

34.6 THE FORMATION OF PORTUGUESE
JEWISH DIASPORA

Caribbean Jewry was a sub-diaspora of a larger and older diaspora known as
the 'western Sephardi diaspora' or the 'Portuguese Jewish diaspora,' according
to researchers (Bodian, 2014). Although the origins of the western Sephardi
emigration can be traced back to Portugal, a coherent story must begin in late
fourteenth-century Spain. At the time, Spanish Jewry had a rich culture and
sophisticated community organisation that had evolved over centuries. It was
the world's largest Jewish community. The activity of the mendicant orders in
urban plazas and the court circle had reawakened public anti-Jewish sentiment,
but there was little reason to expect the riots that erupted in Seville in the summer
of 1391 and spread throughout Castile and Aragon. By the time the riots ended,
a sizable new population of Conversos had emerged (Bodian, 2014).

At a period when mendicant friars were delivering heated anti-Jewish sermons,
having practising Jews and backsliding Conversos living side by side was a
prescription for disaster. Unbaptized Jews were still persecuted, and hatred of
Jewish converts and their offspring (whose sincerity was questioned) intensified
(Bodian, 2014). Tensions led to the founding of the Spanish Inquisition in the
early 1480s, with the goal of eradicating Converso 'judaizing.' These tensions
also led to the expulsion of unbaptized Jews in 1492, in order to keep Conversos
away from the source of religious 'contamination’ (Bodian, 2014).

In terms of genealogy, Caribbean Jewry can be traced back to the evicted
Spanish Jews of 1942, who were not ancestors of the Jews baptised in 1391 or



later. These Jews, whose families had fought Catholic missionary influences in
the century leading up to the Expulsion, had developed a strong dislike for the
Church (Bodian, 2014). They had observed the Inquisition terrorise their former
co-religionists during their last decade in Spain, which made the alternative of
choosing baptism over exile after the Edict of Expulsion unappealing (Bodian,
2014).

The first references to Jewish people in Iberia date back to the Visigothic period,
5th-8th centuries. Additionally, it was during this time that the first documented
anti-Judaic persecution occurred (Nogueiro, et al., 2015). Other episodes of
persecution would occur repeatedly over the course of the Jewish people's long
and troubled history in Iberia, culminating in the Decrees of Expulsion and the
establishment of the Inquisition. While some Jews converted to Catholicism,
others resisted and were forcibly baptized, becoming the first Crypto-Jews in
Iberia. The Inquisition's official discrimination and persecution ended in the
18th century, and several Jewish communities developed in Portugal (Nogueiro,
et al., 2015). How did Portuguese identity fare among Jews after 1500? This
is particularly significant because Jews were expelled or forced to convert to
Catholicism throughout Iberia over the preceding decade. Since Spain issued
the first expulsion proclamation in 1492, many Jews fled to Portugal to face
another expulsion edict less than five years later. This was later changed to
a mandatory conversion edict, exposing, and trapping many Spanish Jews in
the Portuguese culture and language. Wherever Iberian Jews sought refuge
outside the peninsula, Portuguese and Spanish ancestry frequently coexisted
in organized communities. As a result of cross-pollination between the two
demographic origins, identities have become muddled. Additionally, more
than five centuries have passed since the cataclysmic event for Portuguese
Jews, resulting in a plethora of diaspora manifestations of Portuguese identity
(Nogueiro, et al., 2015).

Two symbolic examples summarize the brilliant history of the Portuguese-
Jewish diaspora. The glory of Amsterdam's Jewish community, which built a
magnificent synagogue in 1666, is immortalized in the works of its members:
in 1650, Mensch ben Israel wrote Esperanca de Israel; between 1645 and
1654, Isaac Aboab de Fonseca established a community in Recife, Brazil;
and finally, Baruch Spinoza developed a ground-breaking philosophy.
Another illustrious case is that of the "Senhora,” Dona Gracia Nassi, the wife
of a banker. She lived in Antwerp, Italy, and later in Constantinople, where
she expanded her business interests and established numerous charitable
institutions. She even found a community of Spanish and Portuguese Jews
in Tiberius, Palestine, reigniting hope for a return to Zion. At the time, there

were Portuguese Jews throughout Europe, and the term "Jew" was frequently

used interchangeably with "Portuguese."

Source: The Cultural Guide to Jewish Europe, https://jguideeurope.org/en/
region/portugal/

The Comunidade Israelita de Lisboa (CIL) — the Jewish Community of Lisbon
— dates back to the late 18th century. It is the descendant of the Portuguese
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Jewish Community, which thrived during the Middle Ages until the Inquisition.
The Inquisition's activity resulted in the dispersal of Portuguese Jews, who
established themselves in Morocco, Gibraltar, London, Amsterdam, France,
Hamburg, Southern Europe, the Ottoman Empire, Palestine, and the Americas.
They established their own "Portuguese Synagogues" and preserved their
historical traditions, language, and culture. Even though most Portuguese Jews
emigrated, many Jews remained and converted to Catholicism while secretly
maintaining their original faith and traditions. They were dubbed "Marranos."
When Arturo Carlos de Barros Basto set out in 1920 to reintroduce Judaism to
the Marranos, he made the Comunidade Israelita do Porto the focal point of his
efforts. He was elected the first President of the community. Barros Basto, a
convert to Judaism himself, was approached in 1925 by a group of Portuguese
citizens who claimed to be descended from Jews victimized by the Edict of
Expulsion and the Inquisition. They attended church, were circumcised and
baptized, ate pork, but secretly practiced Jewish rituals. They were isolated
from the Jewish world and adhered to a religion known as Marranism.

The Jewish Theological Institute was founded as part of the effort to reclaim the
Marranos' Jewish identity. It provides Jewish education and trains young crypto-
Jews to serve as guides in their birth communities. In 1927, the congregation
Mekor ayyim was founded in the hope of converting the Marranos. However,
not even one did, and they continued to practice Marranism. One possibility is
that the community's halacha-observant members did not consider the Marranos
to be Jewish, and the Marranos would not agree to convert because they
considered themselves to be Jewish. Additionally, the Marranos did not wish to
abandon rituals that were prohibited by Jewish law. The Kadoorie Synagogue,
completed in 1938, houses the congregation as well as an affiliated seminary for
religious studies. It was partially funded by wealthy Hong Kong Jews Lawrence
and Horace Kadoorie in memory of their father, Sir Elly Kadoorie, and mother,
Lady Laura Mocatta Kadoorie. It is the largest synagogue on the Iberian
Peninsula. It took more than four decades before many Marranos completed
Orthodox conversions to Judaism. The Government officially recognized the
Community as a religious community rooted in Portugal in 2013.

34.7 PORTUGUESE EXPLORATION AND
SPANISH CONQUEST

34.7.1 Portuguese Exploration

In the 1400s, Portugal's Prince Henry the Navigator led his country's exploration
of Africa and the Atlantic. Portuguese mariners successfully navigated an
eastward route to Africa with his assistance, establishing a foothold that became
the foundation of their nation's trade empire in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries
(Portugal Exploration and Spanish Conquest, n.d.). By colonizing the Canary,
Cape Verde, and Azores Islands and the island of Madeira, Portuguese mariners
established an Atlantic empire. Following that, merchants used these Atlantic
outposts as embarkation points for subsequent voyages. Portugal expanded its
empire from these strategic points down Africa's western coast to the Congo,
along India's western coast, and eventually to Brazil on South America's eastern
coast (Portugal Exploration and Spanish Conquest, n.d.). Additionally, it set up
trading posts in China and Japan. While the Portuguese did not rule an enormous



landmass, their strategic holdings of islands and coastal ports gave them near-
unmatched control of maritime trade routes and a global empire of trading posts
during the 14th century (Portugal Exploration and Spanish Conquest, n.d.). In
1482, Portuguese traders constructed Elmina Castle on the west coast of Africa,
in present-day Ghana. It was a fortified trading post with cannons facing out
to sea rather than inland toward continental Africa; the Portuguese feared a
naval attack by other Europeans more than a land attack by Africans (Portugal
Exploration and Spanish Conquest, n.d.). Portuguese traders quickly settled in
the area surrounding the fort, establishing the town of Elmina.

34.7.2 Spanish Conquest

The Spanish established the Americas' first European settlements, beginning in
the Caribbean and spreading throughout Central and South America by 1600.
Thousands of Spaniards immigrated to the Americas in search of fortune and
status. Christopher Columbus, Herndn Cortés, and Francisco Pizarro are the
most famous of these Spanish adventurers. Spanish exploration began with the
history of Spain. Spain hoped to gain an advantage over its rival, Portugal,
in the fifteenth century (Portugal Exploration and Spanish Conquest, n.d.).
Much of Spain had been under Islamic rule since the seventh century, and King
Ferdinand II and Queen Isabella I, arch-defenders of the Catholic Church against
Islam, were determined to defeat the Muslims in Granada, Spain's last Islamic
stronghold. In 1492, they completed the Reconquista, the Christian conquest
of the Iberian Peninsula that had lasted centuries (Portugal Exploration and
Spanish Conquest, n.d.). The Reconquista was another step toward establishing
Spain as an imperial power, and Ferdinand and Isabella were now prepared to
expand their search.

The 1492 Columbus landing exacerbated Spain's rivalry with Portugal, and the
two powers competed for dominance through land acquisition. Pope Sixtus IV
granted Portugal the right to all land south of the Cape Verde islands in the
1480s, prompting the Portuguese king to assert that the lands discovered by
Columbus were Portuguese, not Spanish (Portugal Exploration and Spanish
Conquest, n.d.). To ensure that Columbus's discoveries remained Spanish,
Spain's monarchs turned to the Spanish-born Pope Alexander VI, who issued
two papal decrees in 1493 granting Spain legitimacy over Portugal's Atlantic
claims. King Joo II negotiated the treaty with Spain to reclaim Portugal's
Atlantic holdings. The resulting Treaty of Tordesillas in 1494 established
a north-south line through South America, with Spain gaining territory west
of the line and Portugal retaining territory east of the line, including the
east coast of Brazil. Columbus' discovery triggered an explosion of Spanish
exploration. Later Spanish explorers were relentless in their pursuit of land
and gold, inspired by tales of gold rivers and timid, malleable natives. Spain's
acquisitiveness appeared to know no bounds as groups of its explorers sought
the next instant gold mine. Francisco Pizarro was one such explorer, lured to the
Spanish Caribbean in 1509 by the promise of wealth and titles. He participated
in successful expeditions in Panama before heading south on rumours of Inca
wealth (Portugal Exploration and Spanish Conquest, n.d.). Although his initial
attempts against the Inca Empire in the 1520s failed, Pizarro captured and
executed Inca Emperor Atahualpa in 1532 (Portugal Exploration and Spanish
Conquest, n.d.). Pizarro founded Lima, Peru, in 1533. As with Cortés, Pizarro
faced not only indigenous peoples in the new worlds he was conquering but also
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domestic rivals; in 1541, a Spanish rival assassinated him.

European explorers' exploits had a profound effect on both the Americas and
Europe. An exchange of ideas began to link European nations and, in turn, to
touch the parts of the world conquered by Europeans, fuelled and financed in
part by New World commodities (Portugal Exploration and Spanish Conquest,
n.d.). In Spain, the Siglo de Oro, a golden age marked by the flourishing of
Spanish art and literature, was fuelled by gold and silver from the Americas.
The colonies brought wealth and new ideas, as did other countries and lands.
The Hapsburg dynasty, which ruled Austria, the Netherlands, Naples, Sicily,
and Spain, encouraged and financed artists, sculptors, musicians, architects, and
writers, resulting in the flourishing of Spanish Renaissance culture.

Hernando de Soto was a participant in Pizarro's conquest of the Inca and
led his own expeditions to what is now the south-eastern United States from
1539 to 1542. He and his companions travelled through modern-day Florida,
Georgia, the Carolinas, Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Arkansas, Oklahoma,
Louisiana, and Texas. They brought European diseases and violence to the
indigenous people, claiming thousands of lives (Portugal Exploration and
Spanish Conquest, n.d.). De Soto himself died of illness in 1542. The surviving
Spaniards returned to Mexico City without discovering the expected abundance
of gold and silver.

In 1535, Francisco Vasquez de Coronado travelled to Mexico, then known
as New Spain. Coronado led Spaniards and indigenous allies on a massive
exploration of the southwestern United States between 1540 and 1542. He
spearheaded the discovery of the Grand Canyon, the Colorado River, and other
natural wonders. The explorers waged war against the Tiwa people in present-
day New Mexico during the winter of 1540—41. Rather than resulting in the
discovery of gold and silver, the expedition simply bankrupted Coronado.

The traditional European narrative of exploration portrays the Spanish victory
over the Aztecs as proof of the Europeans' superiority over the savage Indians.
However, the reality is much more complicated. Cortés encountered a region
rife with indigenous conflict during his exploration of central Mexico (Portugal
Exploration and Spanish Conquest, n.d.). Rather than being united and content
under Aztec rule, many indigenous peoples in Mexico resented it and were
prepared to rebel. One group, the Tlaxcalan, sided with the Spanish, providing
up to 200,000 fighters during the siege of Tenochtitlan. Additionally, the
Spanish introduced smallpox into Mexico's valley. Tenochtitlan's population
was decimated by disease, which played a far greater role in the city's demise
than Spanish force of arms (Portugal Exploration and Spanish Conquest, n.d.).

34.8 SPANISH TRANSNATIONAL NETWORK

The latter half of the nineteenth century saw the emigration of Europeans to
America or the ‘New World’. This can be considered the start of customary
migration, particularly toward the United States, because of the need to develop
a growing economic society and with high expectations. Similarly, Spaniards
perceived a source of development in Latin American countries that did not
exist in Spain at the time. An immigration explosion was witnessed by Spain in
the early twentieth centuries, the highest number of immigrants, approximately



60 million. This immigration wave was dominated by people from the old
continent, including industrialized and developing nations such as the United
Kingdom, Ireland, Italy, Germany, Spain, Austria, Czechoslovakia, and Russia.
The industrial revolution began to influence the production sector in the United
Kingdom and other continental European countries. Reduced manual labour
resulted in worker displacement, which resulted in unemployment and generated
a large amount of surplus labor. Confronted with this hostile environment and
a lack of prospects, workers looked to America, where population pressure was
absent but industrial growth flourished. Canada, the United States, Argentina,
and Brazil would serve as a gateway for citizens of the old continent, appearing
to them as a panacea for Europe's problems. Without a doubt, this resulted in a
sizable population transfer from Europe to America, significantly increasing the
rate of population growth in the receiving countries.

External migration has been a constant feature of Spanish culture, to the point
that one might argue that the Spanish were born with the ability to emigrate.
Since the reconquest of Spain, Spanish people have been characterized by their
population mobility (Valero-Matas & Miranda, 2010). During the reconquest
period, a significant contingent of people emerged from the Cantabrian Mountain
range (known as the "Foramontanos Route"), dispersed throughout Spain, and
repopulated the reconquered land.

Later, during the Middle Ages, another reason for migration arose. The discovery
of America necessitated the exploration and establishment of colonies in the
American territory. Spain's people begin to migrate once more. The external
mobility of Spaniards had negative consequences, one of which was the
depopulation of the continent's interior in search of new land in the new continent.
While migration to Latin America was decreased in the 1960s, many Spaniards
continued to migrate to the former colonies. Possibilities for jobs and language
skills all aided. They mostly went to Argentina and Venezuela. Venezuela was
the destination for almost half of Spanish immigrants between 1968 and 1975.
Due to the shortage of skilled labour in some Latin American countries, skilled
professionals, technicians, artisans, and factory workers migrated to America.
Sometimes, the original settlers had conflicting objectives. They believed they
would be there for a brief amount of time, only long enough to raise enough
money to return to Spain. Others, on the other hand, sought to establish roots
and begin a new existence. Many of them would be unable to accomplish those
goals due to time and labour constraints. Additionally, many refugees embarked
on the trip with their families, significantly decreasing the likelihood of return
migration.

Spanish emigration to other areas of Europe necessitated a new mindset. Most
of this migration was motivated by a need for peasant labour. They worked
in Germany's iron, chemical, and textile industries. They were mostly used in
catering and domestic service in England. They mostly worked in the metal
industry in Holland, but some even worked in the textile industry. The majority
of jobs in Switzerland were employed in architecture and, to a lesser extent, the
hospitality sector. They were, however, evenly spread in low-skilled sectors in
France and Belgium: manufacturing, catering, building, domestic service, and
a limited percentage in agriculture. They worked in Germany's iron, chemical,
and textile industries. They were mostly used in catering and domestic service in
England. They mostly worked in the metal industry in Holland, but some even
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worked in the textile industry. Most jobs in Switzerland were in architecture
and, to a lesser extent, the hospitality sector. They were, however, evenly spread
in low-skilled sectors in France and Belgium: manufacturing, catering, building,
domestic service, and a limited percentage in agriculture. Discrimination at work
was another disadvantage for Spanish workers: they faced wage disparities with
indigenous workers, inadequate pay, virtually no contacts with local unions,
and did not get the same benefits as indigenous workers. Due to a lack of formal
education and language barriers, they could not improve their labour skills in
the same way natives did. As a result of their failure to qualify for higher-level
employment, they were assigned to low-skilled jobs.

1.

In Spain, immigration has altered the country's socio-economic, cultural,
and racial landscape. Spain's economic growth, especially since 1986,
when it joined the European Union, has resulted in significant change. It
transitioned from an emigrant to an immigrant country. The period of the
economic and social movement started with the transition to democracy.
Foreigners who arrived in Spain did not resemble the typical settlers of
the time, who came for economic purposes and therefore were referred to
as visitors. Social and climatic circumstances influenced their motives for
settling in Spain. These initial waves of immigrants are mainly composed
of retirees with high salaries. Indeed, some areas of Mallorca, the Canary
Islands, and Andalusia are primarily populated by foreigners fitting that
description. Other Latin American countries are also seeing new migratory
trends. This time, Ecuadorians and Colombians would be the most populous
groups in 2008, with 421 527 and 274 832 people, respectively. Africans
arrived in Spain in good numbers during the 1990s, becoming the second
biggest refugee community after Latin Americans in 2008. Moroccans
account for three-quarters of Africans in Spain (717 416 people in 2008 out
of a total of 922 635 African immigrants), led by Algerians and Senegalese
with 48 919 and 34 013 people, respectively (Statistical Yearbook of
immigration, 2009).

Check your progress 2

Note: Check your answer with possible answers given at the end of the unit

4.

5.

6.

Explain the formation of Portuguese Jewish diaspora.

Explain Spanish transnational network.



349 LET US SUM UP

While Portugal opened the Atlantic World to discovery, Spanish adventurers
soon found their way into the Americas. Encouraged by Christopher Columbus's
glowing accounts of the wealth to be had in the New World, throngs of Spanish
conquistadors set out in search of and conquest of new territories. They did this
by combining military might with political alliances with indigenous peoples.
Spanish monarchs Ferdinand and Isabella pushed for the conquest of these new
territories to bolster and glorify their kingdom. The Spanish celebrated a golden
period of literature and art after the rise of Spain's empire and the introduction
of riches from the Americas. Portugal's more than half-millennium-long
colonial past has left certain remnants of ethnic diversity. Former colonists were
primarily located in Lisbon, especially following the colonies' independence
in the mid-1970s. In addition to Brazilian refugees, groups of Angolans,
Mozambicans, Timorese, Goans, and Macaoans have arrived in the capital city.
Spain's population has grown more diverse as a result of immigrants in the late
twentieth and early twenty-first centuries. Between 2000 and 2010, Spain had
one of the world's largest per capita migrant rates and the second-highest absolute
net migration. Immigrants currently account for almost 10% of the workforce.
However, between 2008 and 2015, Spain's protracted economic crisis limited
economic opportunities, resulting in a reduction in both immigration rates and
the overall number of foreigners in the region. Spain had been a net emigrant
country by the end of this time.

34.10 KEY WORDS

Iberian peninsula: The Iberian Peninsula, colloquially referred to as Iberia,
is a peninsula in southwest Europe that defines the westernmost boundary
of Eurasia. It is mostly split between Spain and Portugal, encompassing the
majority of their respective territories, as well as a small portion of southern
France, Andorra, and the British overseas territory of Gibraltar.

Reconquista: The Reconquista (Castilian, Galician, and Portuguese for
"reconquest") was a period in the history of the Iberian Peninsula lasting
approximately 780 years, beginning with the Umayyad conquest of Hispania in
711, and ending with the fall of the Nasrid kingdom of Granada in 1492.
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1. The Iberian peninsula includes modern-day Portugal and Spain. This is
the most western part of mainland Europe, separated from the rest of the
continent by the Pyrenees mountains, which contain the Spanish-French
border (as well as the minuscule principality of Andorra) and surrounded
by sea on all sides (except for a small mountainous connection to France in
the north).

2. The superior navigational skills of the Portuguese enabled them to build



the world's largest commercial and maritime empire at the beginning of
the 16th century. It stretched from South America to the Far East, as well
as along the African and Indian coasts. Apart from Brazil, the majority of
its empire consisted of a network of islands and trading posts known as
'feitorias,’ which were acquired either by force, particularly in the Indian
Ocean, or by negotiating with local powers. China, for example, ceded
Macao to the Portuguese in 1557.

Portugal's territorial reach, as one of the colonial period's largest empires,
extended widely throughout the world, with an emphasis on Latin America
and Southeast Asia. As a result, a sizable Portuguese population exists in a
number of these countries.Portugal has a sizable population in France the
United States Venezuela Canada , South Africa , and the United Kingdom.
The Portuguese diaspora is particularly visible in Africa. There is a sizable
Portuguese diaspora throughout Europe. Portugal has a sizable population
in France, Luxembourg, and the United Kingdom.

Check your progress 2

4.

Since Spain issued the first expulsion proclamation in 1492, many Jews
fled to Portugal to face another expulsion edict less than five years later.
This was later changed to a mandatory conversion edict, exposing and
trapping many Spanish Jews in the Portuguese culture and language.
Wherever Iberian Jews sought refuge outside the peninsula, Portuguese
and Spanish ancestry frequently coexisted in organized communities. As a
result of cross-pollination between the two demographic origins, identities
have become muddled. Additionally, more than five centuries have passed
since the cataclysmic event for Portuguese Jews, resulting in a plethora of
diaspora manifestations of Portuguese identity.

During the majority of the fifteenth century, Portugal took the lead in
searching for a route to Asia by sailing south around Africa, led by Prince
Henry the Navigator. During this time, the Portuguese learned a great deal
about navigation and the geography of the Atlantic Ocean. As the Spanish
conquest spread, wealth-hungry Spaniards flocked to the New World in
search of land, gold, and titles. From Spain's Caribbean base, a New World
empire spread.

In Spain, immigration has altered the country's socio-economic, cultural,
and racial landscape. Spain's economic growth, especially since 1986,
when it joined the European Union, has resulted in significant change. It
transitioned from an emigrant to an immigrant country. The period of the
economic and social movement started with the transition to democracy.
Foreigners who arrived in Spain did not resemble the typical settlers of
the time, who came for economic purposes and therefore were referred to
as visitors. Social and climatic circumstances influenced their motives for
settling in Spain.
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