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"The term 'P' has been used in the West in several
senses.In recent decades it has been applied to
almost e very human activity ,to that often it seems to
mean little more than "theory"(g.v),such usage is
most general and least useful.Applied to the works of
authors,as in 'the P. of Dostoevskij,"” it means
somthing like "implict principles” for discussion of the
relation between extrinsic theory and instrinsic
principles,see Rules.More narrowly,the term has been
used to denote "theory of lit."i.e "thepry of literary
discourse" this usage is more productive because it
remains framed within theory of(verbal) discourse and
it specifically retains the concept of the literary, i.e. the
distinction between literary and non literary.Critics who
have denied that distinction, extending "textuality" (q.v)
beyond the realm of the verbal, hold a minorty
view.This is the sense used by Aristotle,Who bases
the Poetics on verse drama,and by most
20th-C.Theorists, e.g. Jakobson,operating after the
collapse of the CL, theory of genres.Part of the virtue
of this usage is that it will allow concepts such as "the
p.of prose."For Northrop Frye,p. is "theory of crit."
(Anatomy 22),which is one level up from "theory of lit."
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