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9.0 OBJECTIVES
After reading this unit, you should be able to:

Understand the evolving interaction of women with the discourse of
Development;

Give an account of various Feminists and their work in particular context
of Development;

Detail various international approaches placing women in the idea of
Development; and

Discuss the global indexes for measuring women’s development;

Explain the Feminist critique of the policies of Development.

9.1 INTRODUCTION
In this unit 9, we will discuss the feminist perspectives of development. World
Development Report, 2012 defines gender equality as a core objective of
development. It states that, “just as development means less income poverty or
better access to justice, it should also mean fewer gaps in well-being between
males and females”. Women are, thus integral to sustainable development. Yet,
the reality remains different. Globally, even though, the progress of women in
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Theorising Development the fields of education, health, rights and employment has improved; the rate of
this progress has not been spread equally. The changes have not affected all the
women alike. Women in the under-developed countries remain on the lower end
of the development spectrum as compared to their counterparts in the first world
countries.

As late as 1950s and 60s, the issues related to women were addressed only as a
part of general human rights. Thus, not much exclusive attention could be paid
to their comprehensive development. On one hand, the contribution of the women
in the economic process was not acknowledged; and on the other, they still lacked
political and social powers. However, by the 1970s things changed on the
international scene. It was recognised that policies of development had an adverse
effect on women. Thanks to the efforts of the feminist activists and thinkers in
several fields. This recognition came during the ‘second wave’ of feminism.
Various feminists addressed the issue of development through an integrative
approach through the lens of economics, ecology, productive model, patriarchy
and colonialism.

9.2 THE 1970S: RISE OF THE WID AND THE
WAD APPROACHES

The intersection of gender and development was first addressed by a Danish
feminist Ester Boserup in her book, Woman’s role in Economic Development, in
1970. Based on her empirical research in Africa, she critiqued post-1945 western
development model as being exclusionary towards women. In the development
model observed by her, women were included only as passive beneficiaries; as
housewives or as mothers. The model favoured men as the breadwinners of a
family; and totally discounted women’s contribution in agriculture and food
production. Such observations made by Boserup and her contemporaries were
recognised by the United Nations.

United Nations organised a World Conference on Women in Mexico in 1975;
and declared the next decade as the ‘Decade of Women’. This was aimed at
reversing the exclusion of women in the development discourse and make their
productive and reproductive works a part of the national economies. This led to
the genesis of the ‘Women in Development’ (WID) approach. This was an
approach adopted by various players in the development arena, like the NGOs,
policy makers, etc. to elevate the status of women from passive beneficiaries to
programme beneficiaries; and help them access funds earmarked for development.
This approach played upon women’s socialisation

Activity 1

Explore through books, journals and online sources to make a list of World
Conferences on Women, organised by the United Nations, since 1975. Also
try to make list of the major objectives and outcomes of these conferences.
If possible, discuss and compare your list with the fellow students at your
study centre as care-givers and nurturers; and placed it at the rationale of
arguing that women can thus, be good administrators and better resource
managers.

In WID the focus remained exclusively on developing strategies of integrating
women into development. The exclusivity of its approach restrained WID to
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Feminist Perspectivelook at the changes required in the larger socio-economic structure in which it
was seeking for the integration of women. This along with its incompetence to
address other cultural and legal factors that led to the unequal status of women in
mainstream development, became the biggest shortcoming of the WID approach.

This limitation in the WID approach led to the rise of another approach by the
latter half of the 1970s, known as the ‘Women and Development’ (WAD) approach
of gender and development. This followed a Marxist feminist approach. Insisting
upon the significance of women’s labour inside and outside of a household, this
approach argued that women have always been important economic actors.
Furthermore, according to this approach the actual problem does not lie within
the economic structures of the society rather in its class segregation and wealth
distribution processes. In order to challenge the inequalities of these structures,
it was important to recognise the productive and reproductive contributions of
women in the development. However, even this approach fell short of addressing
the social relations between men and women and their impact on development.

Check Your Progress 1

i) Name the feminist and her work who first addressed ‘Development’ from
women’s perspective.

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

ii) When and where was the first World Conference on Women was organised
and by whom?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

iii) What were the main aims and outcomes of this conference?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
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Theorising Development iv) What was the Women in Development approach and what were its
shortcomings?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

v) What was the Women and Development approach and what were its
limitations?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

9.3 THE 1980S: GAD APPROACH AND MOSER’S
MODEL

The 1980s were marked by the rise of third wave of feminism. Women in the
Latin American and other developing nations still did not enjoy full citizenship
and were not considered as significant socio-economic subjects. There still existed
a gap between the salaried labour of men and unrecognised productive and
reproductive labour of women. The recognition of this gap led to emergence of
another approach to perceive women in development, called the ‘Gender and
Development’ (GAD) approach. This was influenced by Socialist feminist
thought. It did not remain exclusive in its focus on women and looked at the
impact of development on both women and men. It sought to ensure that both
had equal participation in the development policies and also benefitted from
them equally. This approach, unlike the WID and the WAD approaches recognised
the participation of women in the development; but to no benefit of the women
as the gendered-distribution of roles and responsibilities remained ultimately
detrimental to their well-being.

This approach, therefore, associated development with the change in the social
or gender relations prevalent in the society. The oppression of women in the
private spheres or families also figured prominently in this approach, as it focused
on developing programs to address violence against women. It also sought to
develop projects to address the division of labour between men and women; and
issues concerning access and control of resources between them. The rationale
behind this remains - the way these roles are analysed and weighed also affect
what becomes a priority within a development project. For instance: even though
the provision for child care remains a significant measure to extend the benefit
of the development project to women; it may not figure out significantly in a
project designed by the male planners.
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Feminist PerspectiveIn emphasising the productive and the reproductive roles of women, the GAD
approach favoured that the state should take the responsibility for supporting the
social reproduction role played by women in the form of bearing, caring and
nurturing the children. Such a focus on the social well-being of women as a part
of the development discourse, was a shift from the earlier two approaches, which
were purely economic in their attention to the interaction between gender and
development. By acknowledging the role of state in ensuring equitable
development to both men and women, this approach also accepted the dynamic
nature of development, in all its complexity, influenced by the political as well
as social factors.

At another level, in order to strengthen women’s legal rights, the GAD approach
advocated for the need of women to organize themselves into a more effective
political voice. This was in congruence with the change in the development theory
in the 1980s, when with the emergence of globalisation and liberalization, the
discourse shifted from the extension of basic needs to the establishment of strategic
needs as the central focus of development. This formed the basis of a differentiated
gender planning model for development programmes developed by another
feminist Caroline Moser. In her acclaimed paper, titled ‘Gender Planning in the
Third World: Meeting Practical and Strategic Gender needs’, she differentiated
between practical and strategic needs of women. While practical needs meant
women’s access to basic needs like food, shelter, etc.; strategic needs questioned
their subordination within the gender system of the society. This included needs
like equal pay for equal work, control over their sexuality, reproductive rights,
protection from gender-based violence. Moser’s model became internationally
recognized by the focal agencies like the United Nations and the World Bank. It
still remains an integral part of the hegemonic canon for development planning

Activity 2

Speak to at least 10 women in your family and neighbourhood and make a
list of their basic and strategic needs on the basis of Moser’s model and
make presentation on your observations and findings in your study centre in
front of other students.

Check Your Progress 2

i) Explain the Gender and Development approach.

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

ii) What was Moser’s model of needs of women?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
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Theorising Development 9.4 NEOLIBERALISM AND POST-COLONIAL
FEMINISM

Under neoliberalism, women finally became visible as subjects in development,
but recognition within social policies still evaded them. In the labour market,
women suffered unequal conditions and wage discrimination. And at the home
fronts, feeding the family, which was traditionally women’s job, became an
increasingly difficult. This indicated towards newer forms of patriarchal
discrimination against women in both public and private spheres, despite their
inclusion in the development policies. This led to the vicious cycle of poverty of
women and feminisation of poverty. As a result, at the second World Conference
on Women in Nairobi in 1985, a women network called the Development
Alternatives with Women for a New Era (DAWN) rejected the narrow definition
of development as economic growth. Instead, it argued that crisis in the living
standards of women were led consumerism and indebtedness.

DAWN redefined development as, “the socially responsible management and
use of resources, the elimination of gender subordination and social inequality
and the organisational restructuring that can bring these about”. It insisted that
economic development should be seen as a tool for achieving a comprehensive
human development and not vice-versa. The post-colonialist feminists, therefore,
critiqued development policies as a continuing form of colonialism. For instance:
Indian feminist Chandra Talpade Mohanty in her 1997 work, ‘Feminist
Genealogies, Colonial Legacies, Democratic Futures’ argues that homogenising
‘women’ into a singular category reduces women into their gender category,
ignoring other factors crucial to their identity like class and ethnicity, etc.
Ethnocentric universalist feminism takes the Western standards as the reference
points to look at the cultural structures of South like its family systems, legal and
economic apparatuses. Thus, it appears ‘under-developed’ or ‘developing’. The
answer to this, according to Mohanty is transcultural feminism, which is based
on feminist solidarity, which is neither colonialist nor racist. Similarly, Gayatri
Spivak, a post-colonial feminist, in her ‘A Critiques of Post-Colonial Reason’
(1995) defines development as a neo-colonial successor of the civilising mission
of imperialism.

Check Your Progress 3

i) What is the definition of Development, according to DAWN?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
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Feminist Perspectiveii) Give an account of critique of Development made by feminist Chandra
Talpade Mohanty.

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

9.5 ECOFEMINISM: A FEMINIST CRITIQUE OF
DEVELOPMENT

In the various feminist movements, another strand that views the relationship
between women and development as dissatisfactory is that of Ecofeminism.
According to this school of thought, the history of human civilisation has many
cultural and symbolic parallels between exploitation or oppression of women
and nature. Ecofeminism emerged in 1970s as a counter-culture to the patriarchal
argument that the dichotomy between women and men often corresponds to the
distinction between emotion and reason, nature and civilisation, and even tradition
and modernity. In this kind of a comparison, the ecofeminist disapproved of the
first half of the combinations. In other words, it condemned the degrading
association between women and nature, which they called as patriarchal. Not
just patriarchy, this movement also critiqued the communist parties, who despite
being anti-patriarchal did not raise this comparison as a concern.

The feminist critique of development emerges in the debate between the two
distinct strands within ecofeminism, i.e. essentialism and its rejection. The
proponents of essentialism argue that owing to their feminine essence, women
are closer to nature than men. For the conservation of nature, according to
essentialism, women emerge as a ray of hope. Reason is simple - Because of
their maternal instincts women are more likely to possess an ethic of care and
protect living beings. But then another set of ecofeminists like Maria Mies, Bina
Agarwal and Vandana Shiva among others reject essentialism. They agree that
women do have greater compatibility with nature but the reason lies not in the
nature itself but in the ways gender is constructed socially and historically in a
given culture. According to them at the heart of the gendered environmental
awareness lies the division of labour and social role construction. For example:
Women in most of the societies have been traditionally doing household chores
including collection of firewood, water, tending animals, orchards. This exposes
them to nature more than men, leading to their gradual proximity to nature.

Like their post-colonial counterparts, the anti-essentialists also view development
as a Western colonisation strategy, with its roots in domination over women and
nature. Vandana Shiva argues that in the last five decades of the twentieth century
have been marked by what she calls as ‘badly directed development’. In this, she
believes that in the name of development, unsustainable Western industrial
paradigm has been exported to the South. In a kind of ‘environmental apartheid’,
Western multinational companies, backed by the governments of economically
dominant nations, try to conserve the economic development of the North by
exporting the environmental costs to the Third World. This is an extension of a
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Theorising Development broader understanding of German ecofeminist, Maria Mies.

Mies contends that after subjugation of nature and colonisation of states, women’s
bodies have become a ‘third colony’ for the imperial powers. She looks at
alternatives to development. The alternatives that may have an appeal to women’s
environmental awareness. According to her alternative model of development,
reproductive activities would not only be shared by women and men; but would
also include other stakeholders like nature, which were excluded in the
development discourse. She further suggests overcoming the antagonism between
nature and labour; and prioritising local and regional economies over global
markets to recover the place of women in the discourse of development.

Check your progress 4

i) What is the debate within ecofeminism, from which the critique of
development is derived?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

ii) What is the alternative of Development, suggested by Maria Mies?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

9.6 ECONOMIC FEMINISTS: ABSENCE OF
‘CARE’ IN THE IDEA OF DEVELOPMENT

Fig. 9.1: From the Women’s Liberation march, Sydney, 1972.
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Feminist PerspectiveLike Maria Mies, the feminist economists also begin with an assumption that the
unpaid work in the homes generates economic value. Instead of supporting the
general hypothesis that the markets work neutrally towards creating well-being
for all men and women, alike; the feminist economists ask what values are being
created in economics and for whom. Also, they take a leap from the market
centred economics and argue that it is not only in the markets that economic
activities take place; it may occur in private spheres or households, too. Thus,
they aim at doing two things - Firstly, make the economic value of the household
work visible at the national economic level. And secondly, raise awareness about
the over-exploitation of women who begin to work in the paid economic sectors,
while still being active labour at the household front. Their aim, is thus, to build
equality in the distribution of labour in the private domain.

This has a direct bearing upon the concept of development. It exposes the failure
of both the macro-policies and the micro economics in addressing the concerns
of women and her labour. Owing to the economic reductionism of the discourse
of development, it has completely excluded the economics of care, which always
came in the hands of women and included care practices of nurturing children
and supporting elderly as important human needs for leading a dignified life.
Feminist Economist Ulrike Knobloch in her ‘Ethics of Feminist Economics’,
therefore proposes an alternative ethics for economics which goes further than
the criterion of efficiency in the terms of labour and questions the sense in which
each economic activity is shaped; in order to question the fundamental objective
of development. According to her, development economics is a means to a higher
end; it is a philosophical question beyond purely economic sciences.

Based on this proposition, the economics of care demands a public policy, in
opposition to the privatisation of care. It implies that the state must make
comprehensive system with multiple providers in order to correspond to the
society’s need for care. It not only suggests that political strategies should have
work of care at their nucleus; but also that community action should be fostered
in this direction. Going by the development as a philosophical concept, it further
demands that time-use be made more democratic, so that women also get to
enjoy more leisure.

Check Your Progress 5

i) What is the general assumption with which economic feminists look at
development?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
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Theorising Development ii) What are the two aims of economic feminists behind bringing women within
the purview of development?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

9.7 MEASURING WOMEN’S PLACE IN
DEVELOPMENT

Until 1990s, Gross National Product (GNP), Gross Domestic Product (GDP) in
addition to the per capita income were used to measure progress of any nation.
These taken together reflected the performance of economy, along with income
distribution within the economies. But, these figures did not translate in
understanding the actual well-being of the people living in these economies. It
meant nothing in understanding the access of health facilities, education,
provisions of cleanliness and hygiene to the people constituting these economies.
Thus, was felt a need for newer measures, leading to the development of Human
Development Index (HDI), Gender-related Human Development Index (GDI)
and Gender Empowerment Measure (GEM).

9.7.1 Human Development Index:

It was developed by United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), to focus
on three significant indicators of development - Health (by measuring life
expectancy of the people), Knowledge (by measuring levels of literacy), and
Wealth (by relating the Gross Domestic Product of a given economy with the
purchasing power of its people). The combination of these three indicators is
used to compare poverty, deprivation and development in different parts of the
World. According to the 2019 Human Development Report, Norway has the
highest HDI in the world, followed by Switzerland and Ireland, respectively.
India figures at the 129th rank in the list of countries in the descending order of
their HDI. Look at the table below for a comparative perspective on HDI.

9.7.2 Gender-related Human Development Index:

UNDP introduced GDI in its Human Development Report of the year 1995. It is
used to address the gender gaps in the three key indicators mentioned above of
the Human Development Index. The differences between women and men in
relation to the different dimensions of human poverty are also measured. In us-
ing these measures the UNDP attempts to adjust the human development index
for gender inequality.The GDI is on a scale of 0.000-1.000 with 0.000 being the
lowest GDP while 1.000 being the highest.The country with the highest GDI is
Sweden which has a GDI of 0.997. The next countries are Norway and the United
States that have a GDI of 0.993. Other countries that have exhibited high GDP’s
include Australia (0.978), Switzerland (0.974), Germany (0.964), Denmark (0.97),
Singapore (0.985), and Netherlands (0.946). Sweden is the world’s gender equality
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Feminist Perspectiverole model. Currently, 12 out of the 24 government ministers are women. Fur-
thermore, almost half of the representatives in the Swedish parliament are made
up of women.

Activity 3.

Make a list of countries according to their Human Development Index and
Gender-related Human Development Index. Try to explore through books,
journals, newspapers, and online sources the reasons for the high fairing of
the top three countries in both the lists. Make a presentation in front of your
fellow students at the study centre.

9.7.3 Gender Empowerment Measure

Unlike GDI, which is an indicator of gender inequality in the key indicators of
HDI, GEM measures gender inequality in the key areas of economic and political
decision-making and participation. This too was developed by UNDP along side
GDI in 1995. GEM range is also from .000 (lowest) to 1.000 (highest). Norway
fairs highest in the global GEM ranking, followed by Sweden and Denmark,
respectively.

Check Your Progress 6

i) What are the three global indexes for measuring women’s place in
development?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

ii) What are the three significant indicators of human development, according
to HDI?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

iii) What are the key areas of gender inequality addressed by GEM?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
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Theorising Development 9.8 APPROACHES TO INTEGRATE WOMEN IN
DEVELOPMENT

Over the years, several approaches have been developed by feminists across
different streams of thoughts and disciplines in order to address the development
challenges concerning women. These are developed with an objective to better
understand the measures required for bringing women to the core of development
policies. These approaches have evolved and adopted in accordance to the
prevailing socio-political and economic conditions.

9.8.1 Welfare Approach:

The development programs, until the 1970s, addressed the needs of women
exclusively from the perspective of their reproductive roles. Consequently, all
that got any attention in development policies remained mother and child health,
child care and nutrition. Later, with the growing acceptance of the link between
population growth and poverty, family planning or population control also started
figuring prominently in such policies. The assumption was that broad economic
strategies oriented towards growth and modernisation would trickle down
gradually to the poor and poor women too would benefit.

But the assumption that with the overall improvement in the economy or by the
enhancement of their husband’s economic conditions, the conditions of women
would improve indirectly was challenged by the feminist proponents of this
approach, as they observed that women still remained on the losing side. As a
result, women were associated more with the traditional and backward, while
their male counterparts were marching towards the modern and the progressive.
Economic development and welfare projects were taken to assist men in their
modernisation project, like the introduction of new agricultural technologies and
crash crops, in which women remained excluded.

9.8.2 Equity Approach

This approach was introduced the feminists calling for gender equality and
elimination of discrimination against women. They emphasised the development
policy makers to revisit the ratio between women’s contribution to the activities
of development, on one hand and the share from their benefit from such activities,
on the other. This approach further brought under the responsibility of the
government, the reproductive roles of women. All this meant that that feminist
proponents of this approach had faith in government policies and legal measures
as a credible means of bringing about equity. In contrast to the welfare approach,
the equity approach, therefore saw a shift in the positioning of women, i.e. from
being passive recipients of development policies to being active participants in
organising necessary changes.

9.8.3 Anti-Poverty Approach

With a tendency to reinforce the basic needs of the women, this approach
advocated for the integration of productive and reproductive roles of women
with their access to income generation and waged employment. Their demand
focused on  developing an operational strategy for bringing about this integration.
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Feminist Perspective9.8.4 Efficiency Approach

This approach developed in the 1980s as a response to the economic reforms
made under the Structural Adjustment Programmes of the International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank. These reforms aimed at increasing production and
economic growth by making a full utilisation of the human resources. Thus,
education and training became the key strategies to achieve the reforms. The
proponents of this approach made a case for gender analysis of the targeted human
resource. The rationale was - understanding women’s and men’s roles and
responsibilities, while planning the strategies for development can improve
effectiveness; as well as helps to ensure that both women and men play their
respective character in national development.

This approach did succeed in bringing about the concerns of women and gender
into the mainstream of development. However, the focus remained on what
women could do for the development and not vice-versa, i.e. what development
could do for women. Thus, women remained on the receiving side of the fallouts
of the economic reforms. They were burdened by limiting of the total spending
in the areas important to them, like health and education. They, therefore had to
spend most of their time in caring for the ill.

9.8.5 Empowerment Approach

This approach is closely associated with the Third World feminists. This approach
is aimed at increasing the virtue of self-reliance in women; and to influence
change at societal, legislative, policy, legal, economic and other levels to the
advantage of women. Its main objective is to make women graduate to position
of decision makers. The basic strategy, therefore remains, awareness-generation
and building organisational skills and self-esteem in women.

Check Your Progress 7

i) Name five different approaches of integrating women in development.

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

ii) What was the main emphasis in the Equity Approach?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................
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Theorising Development iii) Describe the main objective of the Anti-Poverty Approach.

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

iv) What was the rationale adopted by the advocates of the Efficiency approach?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

v) What were the main aims targeted under the Empowerment approach?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

9.9 LET US SUM UP

Women have always been visible or invisible contributors in the socio-economic
as well as political development of the society; still, development policies,
legislations and strategies have always ignored women as direct beneficiaries.
The fact that has invited feminist attention and critique from across various
spectrums of the movement. The feminists, on the other hand, have suggested
various alternative models of development in order to bring women to the heart
of development policies. Beginning from 1970s, feminists have worked on the
intersection of women and development and owing to their efforts, the interaction
between the two variables has seen brighter side. However, still a lot needs to be
done in order to extend the benefit of development policies to women across the
world equitably; irrespective of their socio-geographical locations.

9.10 FURTHER READING

Boserup, Esther. (1970). Women’s role in Economic Development. London:
Routledge

Knobloch, Ulrike. (2010). Ethics of Feminist Economics. London: Oxford
University Press



131

Feminist PerspectiveMohanty, Chandra Talpade and M. Jacqui Alexander. (eds.) (1997). Feminist
Genealogies, Colonial Legacies, Democratic Futures, London and New York:
Routledge

Moser, Caroline O.N. (1989). Gender Planning in the Third World: Meeting
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1825

9.11 SPECIMEN ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR
PROGRESS

Check Your Progress 1

v) Danish feminist Ester Boserup in her book, Woman’s role in Economic
Development, in 1970

vi) United Nations organised a World Conference on Women in Mexico in
1975

vii) This was aimed at reversing the exclusion of women in the development
discourse and make their productive and reproductive works a part of the
national economies. This led to the genesis of the ‘Women in Development’
(WID) approach.

viii) WID was an approach adopted by various players in the development arena,
like the NGOs, policy makers, etc. to elevate the status of women from
passive beneficiaries to programme beneficiaries; and help them access
funds earmarked for development. This approach played upon women’s
socialisation as care-givers and nurturers; and placed it at the rationale of
arguing that women can thus, be good administrators and better resource
managers.

ix) The WAD approach of gender and development followed a Marxist feminist
approach. Insisting upon the significance of women’s labour inside and
outside of a household, this approach argued that women have always been
important economic actors. According to this approach the actual problem
does not lie within the economic structures of the society rather in its class
segregation and wealth distribution processes. However, this approach fell
short of addressing the social relations between men and women and their
impact on development.

Check Your Progress 2

i) The ‘Gender and Development’ (GAD) approach influenced by socialist
feminist thoughtdid not remain exclusive in its focus on women and looked
at the impact of development on both women and men. It sought to ensure
that both had equal participation in the development policies and also
benefitted from them equally.

ii) Moser in her model differentiated between practical and strategic needs of
women. While practical needs meant women’s access to basic needs like
food, shelter, etc.; strategic needs questioned their subordination within the
gender system of the society. This included needs like equal pay for equal
work, control over their sexuality, reproductive rights, protection from
gender-based violence.
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Theorising Development Check Your Progress 3

i) DAWN defined development as, “the socially responsible management and
use of resources, the elimination of gender subordination and social
inequality and the organisational restructuring that can bring these about”.

ii) Mohanty argues that homogenising ‘women’ into a singular category reduces
women into their gender category, ignoring other factors crucial to their
identity like class and ethnicity, etc. Ethnocentric universalist feminism
takes the Western standards as the reference points to look at the cultural
structures of South like its family systems, legal and economic apparatuses.
Thus, it appears ‘under-developed’ or ‘developing’. The answer to this,
according to Mohanty is transcultural feminism, which is based on feminist
solidarity, which is neither colonialist nor racist.

Check Your Progress 4

i) The feminist critique of development emerges in the debate between the
two distinct strands within ecofeminism, i.e. essentialism and its rejection.
The proponents of essentialism argue that owing to their feminine essence,
women are closer to nature than men. For the conservation of nature,
according to essentialism, women emerge as a ray of hope. Reason is simple
- Because of their maternal instincts women are more likely to possess an
ethic of care and protect living beings. But then another set of ecofeminists
like Maria Mies, Bina Agarwal and Vandana Shiva among others reject
essentialism. They agree that women do have greater compatibility with
nature but the reason lies not in the nature itself but in the ways gender is
constructed socially and historically in a given culture. According to them
at the heart of the gendered environmental awareness lies the division of
labour and social role construction.

ii) According to Mies’s alternative model of development, reproductive
activities would not only be shared by women and men; but would also
include other stakeholders like nature, which were excluded in the
development discourse. She further suggests overcoming the antagonism
between nature and labour; and prioritising local and regional economies
over global markets to recover the place of women in the discourse of
development.

Check Your Progress 5.

i) The feminist economists also begin with an assumption that the unpaid
work in the homes generates economic value. Instead of supporting the
general hypothesis that the markets work neutrally towards creating well-
being for all men and women, alike; the feminist economists ask what values
are being created in economics and for whom.

ii) They aim at doing two things - Firstly, make the economic value of the
household work visible at the national economic level. And secondly, raise
awareness about the over-exploitation of women who begin to work in the
paid economic sectors, while still being active labour at the household front.
Their aim, is thus, to build equality in the distribution of labour in the private
domain.
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Feminist PerspectiveCheck Your Progress 6

i) Human Development Index, Gender-based Human Development Index and
Gender Empowerment Measure

ii) Health (by measuring life expectancy of the people), Knowledge (by
measuring levels of literacy), and Wealth (by relating the Gross Domestic
Product of a given economy with the purchasing power of its people)

iii) Economic and political decision-making and participation of women

Check Your Progress 7

i) Welfare Approach, Equity Approach, Anti-Poverty Approach, Efficiency
Approach and Empowerment Approach

ii) Equity approach emphasised the development policy makers to revisit the
ratio between women’s contribution to the activities of development, on
one hand and the share from their benefit from such activities, on the other.
This approach further brought under the responsibility of the government,
the reproductive roles of women.

iii) Anti-Poverty approach advocated for the integration of productive and
reproductive roles of women with their access to income generation and
waged employment. Their demand focused on  developing an operational
strategy for bringing about this integration.

iv) The rationale was - understanding women’s and men’s roles and
responsibilities, while planning the strategies for development can improve
effectiveness; as well as helps to ensure that both women and men play
their respective character in national development.

v) Empowerment approach is aimed at increasing the virtue of self-reliance in
women; and to influence change at societal, legislative, policy, legal,
economic and other levels to the advantage of women.

REFERENCES

Boserup, Esther. (1970). Women’s role in Economic Development. London:
Routledge

Knobloch, Ulrike. (2010). Ethics of Feminist Economics. London: Oxford
University Press

Mohanty, Chandra Talpade and M. Jacqui Alexander. (eds.) (1997). Feminist
Genealogies, Colonial Legacies, Democratic Futures, London and New York:
Routledge

Moser, Caroline O.N. (1989). Gender Planning in the Third World: Meeting
Practical and Strategic gender needs. World Development. 17(11). pp. 1799-
1825




