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3.0 AIMSAND OBJECTIVES

This Unit will help you to:

e understand the meaning of plagiarism

e see how plagiarism is an absolute no-no in creative writing
e learn how to avoid plagiarism

e see how authors have been caught indulging in plagiarism
e realise how attribution is so easy to do

e understand what iscopyright and how it protectsthe creative work of authors
from being stolen

3.1 INTRODUCTION

It isimportant to understand the dimensions of plagiarism today asit hasbecome
rampant. It can have serious consegquences not only for the writer who indulges
init but also for the mediahouse he or sherepresents. Many seeit asaninevitable
phenomenon attributing it to the internet boom that has made all kinds of
information on everything possible within seconds of aclick. With smart phones
becoming very common, everyone has access to the internet. Sometimes, we
copy material without even realizing that we areindulging in an unethical practice.
This happens as we are consuming so much of content on the web and as we
write, we unconsciously end up using the same information, same ideas or even
the same sentences and words.

Plagiarism has become a nightmare for publishers. It isall over the place today.
With the internet having a flood of information on anything and everything,
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content writers, authors and others think that it is okay to just lift material and
publish it as their own. Thereis no place for plagiarism in creative writing as it
deals with information that is genuine, cross checked and original. Fortunately,
itisnow easy to detect plagiarism with numerous digital toolsthat can find it out
within minutes. The best way isto attribute all information to the source. Many
authors have destroyed their careers and reputation by failing to attribute the
material they have picked up that is written by others and have been caught out
and punished.

Copyright ensures that authors can protect their work and those who steal it can
face legal action.

3.2 WHAT ISPLAGIARISM?

Pagiarismisbasically using someone el se'swords or ideas as your own without
attributing it to the original source. It isakinto stealing intellectual property asit
is appropriating credit for other people’'s ideas or sentences. It is an act of
intellectual dishonesty. It can land you in a court of law if challenged by the
author. We must remember that original ideas, writing and works that have been
recorded are considered as intellectual property. It is protected by laws of the
land.

Pagiarismismorally wrong. It isbasically stealing someone’swork and passing
it on as your creation. If you get praise for the work or get awarded for this
copied work, it is even worse as you do not deserveit. You also rob the creator
of his or her rightful credit. In case you earn from the copied work, it is again
morally wrong as that compensation rightly belongs to the creator and not you.

Ironically, the Indian education system which has focused on learning by rote
has not trained students right from the primary level to develop amindset where
plagiarism is seen to be fundamentally wrong. For instance, it did not teach usto
think independently, develop the skill of critical analysis, ask uncomfortable
questions, and beinquisitive enough to do someresearch or even check on sources
or even credit them in case they are using some facts or information. Schools at
the primary level need to ingrain the ideathat plagiarism is a serious offence.

Easy availability of information on the internet which is free has also given the
feeling that anyone can pick up that information and use it elsewhere or in their
own work. When the internet was not in existence, the concept of cut, copy and
paste was just not there.

3.2.1 Plagiarism hasno placein creative writing

As print publications and internet websites multiply every day, there is a huge
demand for content. The marketplace is teeming with “writers” who “write on
demand” hoping to make afast buck. Many of them are inexperienced, have no
formal training in writing. To be fair, many do not even know that it is grossly
unethical to copy stuff written by others and make it your own. But, many do
know and still continue the practice as it is so easy to cut, copy and paste and
then put their byline. When it is published, they rush to share it on social media
to boost traffic to their piece of writing and also to tell the world that they have
arrived...



Three attributes that are sacrosanct for any publishing house are:
e Credibility

e Reliability

e Professionalism

A good publishing firm will always stick to ethical valuesasultimately that isits
biggest strength. Thisis also what serious readers want. They want original and
reliable content and not content that has been “lifted” from another published
work or even from an independent writer who haswritten this el sewhere and has
just recycled it.

It is plagiarism when a writer picks up information gathered by another writer
and weavesit into his story without crediting the original source. Itisplagiarism
when sentences and paragraphs are copied and woven into your article. It is
plagiarism when an idea propounded by someone else is picked up and
propounded as your idea. It isjust not done. Important values like integrity and
credibility get damaged when there are charges of plagiarism. It dents the
reputation of both the writer and the publishing house.

Plagiarism destroys the reputation of the writer and the publishing house that
carries that work. Once it is detected, both will find it extremely difficult to
regain their reputation. Readers will always suspect them even if they stick to
the truth as they would suspect it has been lifted from elsewhere.

Check Your Progress 1
(i) What are the three attributes that a publishing house needs to have?

(Check your answers with those given at the end of this Unit)

3.2.2 Thosewho indulgein plagiarism can easily be caught

With so much of content floating around and with information available on
anything imaginable, the temptation to just lift material ishuge. Thosewho do it
alsofeel that they will not be caught. But today, thereiseasily available software
ontheinternet itself to detect plagiarism in minutes. Many careers have been cut
short even before they started as they were caught pushing content written by
others as their own. It is also very easy for any reader to figure out if you have
lifted material using search engines for detection. Educational institutions now
use this software to detect plagiarism by studentsin their assignments.
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Check Your Progress 2
(i) How can plagiarism be easily detected today?

(Check your answer with that given at the end of this Unit)

3.3 AVOIDING PLAGIARISM IN WRITING

Everybody isin ahurry these days. But that hurry today that gets amplified with
deadline pressures and increasing competition has to ensure that it has nothing
to do with plagiarism.

Sometimes, we plagiarize without even realizing it. We read something and then
write something similar as we usually end up writing what we just read as it
floats around in our sub-conscious. You may not even be conscious about the
fact that you should never copy from another writer. But, it can happen to the
best of usif we are not careful.

One of the ways that will help is to organize your research in such a way that
when you pick up some material, you must immediately make anote of it so that
you will end up attributing it. Also, write everything in your own words even if
you find material which iswell-written and you feel it isideal to useit.

One way of not falling into the tempting trap of plagiarism is to do your own
research. It will ensure that your information isoriginal. You will also feel good
about it. In case you want to add some vital information that you have not got
but someone else has, make sure to credit it to them. Many Indian websites are
now doing this and it has only added to their credibility.

When you edit your copy before sending it to your editor, check each line and
figure out where you got all those facts. If they were not gathered by you, they
need to be attributed. For professional writers, the best way to avoid plagiarism
isto use plagiarism checking tools like Turnitin after they have finished writing.
Then, while doing thefinal editing, they can attribute sources of information and
guotes. In case you want to quote or even paraphrase an author’sidea, take care
to attributeit right there so that you do not forget to do it later. If you are doing an
academic paper, you could use a citation organization tool such as Zotero or
EndNote. It is better to be safe than sorry. It may be agood ideato also create a
bibliography using afree bibliography generator tool. One of the advantages of
using a plagiarism checker is that you may stumble upon sentences that you
have in your copy that closely resembles something that you read while
researching and unconsciously got into your writing. Resources like Quetext
can help you to compare your work with millions of others. With advanced
technology to detect plagiarism, there is no escape.

Keep telling yourself that you are proud of your ability to gather information and
have a voice of your own. When you do that, you will be very conscious of
plagiarism and will not let the words of others creep into your work.



Check Your Progress 3
(i) How can you avoid falling into the plagiarism trap as awriter?

(Check your answer with that given at the end of this Unit)

3.4 INSTANCES OF WRITERS CAUGHT
PLAGIARIZING

Harvard student Kaavya Vishwanathan who hit international headlines with her
first book, How Opal Mehta Got Kissed, Got Wild and Got a Life, had everything
going for her. Overnight, she had become a celebrity. But, that was only till
someone discovered that aparawas similar to author Megan M cCafferty’s book,
Soppy First and Second Hel pings. Though Vishwanathan said that the similarities
were “unintentiona”, her book was pulled off the shelves from bookstores and
her other book contracts and amovie deal were cancelled. Vishwanathan’s career
as awriter crashed even before it took off.

In 2012, CNN’s Fareed Zakariawas suspended by CNN and Time newsmagazine
when it was discovered that he had indulged in plagiarizing over two dozen
timesin some of hiscolumns. Zakariawas a celebrity journalist. He waslucky
to just be suspended. Many others, in similar situations, havelost their jobs. This
includes editors of leading Indian newspapers and magazines.

Plagiarising can also end up in legal cases which can be very embarrassing and
result in long drawn battles. It could end with journalists paying heavy
compensation or even publicly apologizing for copying some writer’swork. 1n
India, editors have had to quit high profile newspapers and magazineswhen they
were charged with plagiarism. One of them had picked up a paraverbatim from
aforeign publication and added it to his column. Another had aline written by a
foreignjournalist that had been woven into hiseditorial. Many Indian publishers
have found that many of their reputed authors have carelessly lifted material and
have barred them as it hurts the reputation of the publication house.

All over theworld, there have been alarge number of high-profile casesin recent
years of plagiarism by reporters. In 2011, KendraMarr, areporter from Politico,
wasforced to resign when editorsfound to their horror that she had lifted material
for half a dozen stories from competitors. She was arespected reporter who had
been with the publication since 2009. Remember that millions of people read
your stories and they can figure out that it was lifted. It was areporter from New
York Timeswho aerted the editorsof Politico to show that Marr had lifted material.

There have also been numerous instances of Indian academics who have been
caught and even jailed on charges of plagiarism. Many Ph.D. submissions have
huge paragraphs that have just been copied and pasted without giving the source
or the author’s name. Numerous universities today are investigating charges of
plagiarism by both academicsand students. Academicinstitutionsare now passing
every assignment done by students through the “Turnitin” software to detect
plagiarism which isrampant in colleges and even institutions of higher learning.
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Researchers stand to lose their registration and teachers would lose their jobs if
found guilty of plagiarizing according to rules of the University Grants
Commission that regulates higher education.

This has come about as there have been numerous charges of plagiarism against
both academics and students in various colleges and universities. Even top
academicians have been named and shamed. Some of them were forced to quit
after public outrage.

As a creative writer, you must never fal into the trap of plagiarising another
person’s work.

3.5 ATTRIBUTION ISAMUST AND IT ISEASY

Always remember that you must use quotation marks when you are picking up
anideaor concept or comment that someone has madeto you. By using quotation
marks, you aremaking it clear that someoneelsesaid it anditisnot your thought.
You must asoidentify who said it. Then it becomesclearly apparent to the reader
that you drew on someone else’s ideas.

Tony Rogers, Former Deputy National Editor, New York Daily News, who also
teaches journalism, says that any time you use information in your news story
that doesn’t come from your own firsthand, original reporting, that information
must be attributed to the source where you found it. “The best way to avoid
plagiarisminjournalismisto do your own reporting and attribute any information
that doesn’t come from your own reporting,” says Rogers. Any good editor will
tell you that.

Today, reportersjostling to be out with the newsfirst have to gather alot of data
and all of that isdifficult to comewith original reporting. A lot of facts, dataand
statistics would come from other published sources. It is important to tell the
reader where you got it from. It adds to the credibility of the piece and the best
thing is that you have not compromised on your sense of ethics.

Check your Progress 4

(i) Why isit important to attribute information?

(Check your answer with that given at the end of this Unit)

3.6 TYPESOF PLAGIARISM

Direct Plagiarism

It is Direct Plagiarism when you copy someone else’s work word for word.
Inserting aparagraph asit iswithout attributing it toitswriter isdirect plagiarism.
Even if you get someone to write for you and not credit that person, it is Direct
Plagiarism.



Paraphrase Plagiarism

When you make afew minor changes to someone’s work and then passit on as
your original work, it is Paraphrase Plagiarism. Many think that it is okay to
paraphrase someone else’s work or ideas in your own words. It is certainly not
okay. It is plagiarism if you are not attributing it to the author or thinker. Take
careto ensure that you do not give the feeling that the ideas are yours when they
are not.

Mosaic Plagiarism

When you borrow phrases that have been articulated by a source without using
quotation marks and attributing it, it is Mosaic Plagiarism. Many think they are
smart and try to camouflage plagiarism by superficially changing words or
sentences.

Accidental Plagiarism

It is Accidental Plagiarism when citations are not there or when sources are
incorrectly cited asyou are carelesswith your writing, editing and cross checking.

Self Plagiarism

If you copy your own work and then submit the same which has already been
published elsewhere without mentioning it, it is Self Plagiarism. Just changing
a sentence here and there or mildly altering its structure is not enough; you need
to have new ideas and conceptsfor it to be worthy of being published again. One
way to avoid Self Plagiarism isto rewrite the article with anew focus, add new
information, get fresh interviews, add some additional boxes with information
and, maybe, adopt a new style of writing.

Check Your Progress5

() What are the different forms of plagiarism?

(Check your answer with that given at the end of this Unit)

3.7 WHAT ISCOPYRIGHT?

Simply put, Copyright isaform of intellectual property protection granted under
the Indian law to authors. Thiswill includeliterary work, songs, sound recordings,
cinematographic films, computer programs, tables and databases.

Copyright isaright given by the law to the creators of literary, dramatic, musical
and artistic works and producers of cinematograph films and sound recordings.
Copyright law gives an author or creator of awork adiverse bundle of exclusive
rightsover hiswork for aparticular period of time. In Gramophone Co. v. Birender
Bahadur Pandey, AIR 1984 SC 667, Chinnapa Reddy, J. observed that an artistic,
literary or musical work isthe brainchild of the author, the fruit of hislabour and
so, considered to be hisproperty. It is, therefore, recognised by all civilized nations
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to be worthy of protection through national laws and international conventions.
Copyright law protects the owner of the copyright in awork from an unlawful
reproduction or exploitation of hiswork by others.

The Copyright law protects expressions of ideasrather than theideasthemselves.
Under section 13 of the Copyright Act 1957, copyright protection is conferred
on literary works, dramatic works, musical works, artistic works, cinematograph
films and sound recording. For example, books and computer programs are
protected under the Act as literary works.

Copyright refersto the exclusiverights vested in the owner of copyright by virtue
of Section 14 of the Copyright Act, 1957. The owner of the copyright or someone
who is authorized to act on behalf of the owner can exercise these rights.

Copyright protection is conferred on all original work that has not been copied
from elsewhere. It could be writing, music, film or sound recordings. Copyright
protection starts the moment you create any work. It is a good idea to obtain
copyright registration to ensure proper protection. It aso ensures that there is
documented evidence of a work in the Copyright Register maintained by the
Registrar of Copyrights. Registration also will be of great help when you as the
copyright holder want to take civil or criminal action against the infringer.

As per Section 17 of the Act, the author or creator of the work isthe first owner
of copyright. An exception to thisrule is when an employer becomes the owner
of copyright in circumstances where the employee creates a work during
employment.

As India is a member of the Berne Convention, copyright protection of work
first published in Indiais available across several countries of the world who are
members.

Section 57 of the Act details two basic rights of an author which are:
1. Right of Paternity.
2. Right of Integrity.

Right of Paternity refersto the right of an author to claim authorship of work. It
also confers the right to prevent others from claiming authorship of hiswork.

Right of integrity empowers the author to prevent distortion, mutilation or other
alterations of hiswork that can harm his or her reputation.

3.8 LET USSUM UP

In this Unit we spoke about what plagiarism is and how it is unethical. We also
discussed different kinds of plagiarism, and how it is rampant today. We spoke
about how creative writing and plagiarism do not go together and how we can
avoid plagiarism. We also spoke about how established authors have seen their
careers destroyed as they indulged in plagiarism as it can be easily detected by
digital software. We also talked about why it isimportant to attribute information.
Last, but not the least, we spoke about understanding what copyright means and
the importance of copyright.



3.9 ANSWERSTO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

Check Your Progress 1

(i)

(if)

The three attributes are credibility, reliability and professionalism. A good
publishing house will stick to these three ethical values as ultimately they
would be its biggest strength. Actually, even readers want this. They want
original and reliable content and not content that hasbeen “lifted” or recycled
from another published work or from an independent writer who haswritten
the same thing elsewhere.

Plagiarism destroys the reputation of the writer and the publishing house
that publishesthework. Onceitisdetected, both will find it extremely difficult
to regain their reputation as readers will aways suspect them even if they
stick to the truth.

Check Your Progress 2

(i)

There are alot of detection tools and software available on the internet that
can easily detect plagiarism within minutes. Thetoolscan aso tell you where
it waslifted from. Itisalso very easy for any reader to figure out if you have
lifted your matter just by using search engines for detection.

Check Your Progress 3

(i)

Organize your research in such a way that when you pick up material,
immediately make anote of whereyou picked it from so that you can attribute
it. Ensure that you write copy in your words. One of the best ways is to
research independently so that all the content is original. Check all the facts
in your copy and ensureit is all attributed.

Always use plagiarism checking tool s like Turnitin after the piece of writing
isover. It will tell you where the information has been picked up. Use that
feedback to attribute information. Always ensure that you have a voice of
your own.

Check Your Progress 4

(i)

Attribution of information in your story is one of the best ways to avoid the
stigmaof plagiarism. Thereader wantsto know whereyou got theinformation
from.

Aswritersfight tight deadlines, they gather information from ahost of sources
and it is unethical not to attribute it asit is secondary information. A lot of
facts, dataand statisticswould come from other published sources. Attribution
adds to the credibility of the piece. When you are picking up an idea or
concept or comment that someone has made, put it in inverted commas as a
guote. By using quotation marks, you are making it clear that someone else
said it and it is not your point of view. As you identify who said it, it adds
weight to your story. It also becomes clearly apparent to the reader that you
drew on someone else’'s ideas.

Check Your Progress5

(i)

Refer to 3.7 and answer briefly in your own words.
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3.10 GLOSSARY

Attribution: Ascribing awork or remark to a person or organisation.

Credibility: The quality of being trusted and believed in. Credibility has two
key components: trustworthiness and expertise.

Reliability: The quality of being trustworthy and dependable.

Professionalism: The competence or skill expected of a professional who is
trained and skilled.

Integrity: The quality of being honest and having strong moral principles.
Integrity is the practice of being honest and showing a consistent and
uncompromising adherence to strong moral and ethical principles and values.

Paternity: In legal parlance, it means the state of being someone's father.

Infringer: Someone who violates the rights of an individual or organization.
Also, can be someone who distributes copyrighted material without authorization.



