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3.1 INTRODUCTION

In previous unit, we have discussed in detail about various Commissions formed
by the Government of India after Independence. After Independence, the major
concern of Government of India has been to evolve its own indigenous system
of education and breck away from the British legacy. The country focused on
quality-based education for all as education is universally accepted as a powerful
tool for the development of individual as well as society as a whole. We have
already discussed in Unit two about the initiatives taken by the Government of
India through various the University Education Commission (1948—-1949), the
Secondary Education Commission (1952—-1953), the Education Commission
(1964-66) to develop guidelines and provide directions to Indian education
system. The National Policy on Education (NPE-1968), National Policy on
Education (NPE-1986), Program of Action (1992) National Policy for ICT and in
2019, India released a draft of a new policy on Education addressed the concerns
and recommendations of these Commissions from time to time.

In this unit, we will discuss various National policies, framed by the Government
of India to consider various aspects of education not only in quantitative but
qualitative terms also. We will also describe/ explain the salient features and
major recommendations of National Policies on Education Program of Action
1992 and National Policy for ICT for improving education system in India.

3.2 OBJECTIVES
After going through this Unit, you should be able to:

» describe need of various educational policies in India;
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» explain the objectives of National Policy on Education;
* explain the key features of National Policy on Education 1968 and 1986;

* examine the various goals of education set by different policies for their
relevance;

» analyze the implications of Program of Action 1992;

« state and explain the salient features of the draft of educational policy 2019,
and

» explain the contribution of national education policies and their impact on
education for all.

» select and combine appropriate technology/ies for teaching-learning.

3.3 EDUCATIONAL POLICIES IN INDIA

You all will agree that education is the foundation of all kinds of development
hence after independence improving education system was one of the major
concerns of Government of India. For developing sound education system in
independent India several initiatives have been taken and forming policies are
one amongst them.

On the recommendations of the education commission (1964-66),in 1968 first
education policy in India was rolled out. Subsequently the National Policy on
Education 1986 was declared and after a long gap the draft of National Education
Policy has been brought out by the Government of India in 2019. The NPE, 1986
was followed by its Programm of Action (1992) which provided the road map
for its implementation.

The flow chart given below provides a glimpse of various policies in India:

Various Educational Policies in India

National Policy Program of Action Nat;%‘;?cly]?%c;gion
on Education (1992)
(NPE-1968)
- - National Policy for
National Policy on ICT (2012)
Education (1986)

Let us discuss about these policies in brief:

3.4 NATIONAL POLICY ON EDUCATION (1968)

As explained in the previous unit, the Education Commission (1964-66), popularly
known as Kothari Commission, was the first comprehensive commission on
education which covered all the levels of education from primary to higher
education. In order to actualize recommendations of Kothari commission, the
first National Policy on Education was rolled out in 1968. The need for ‘radical
reconstruction of education’ (NPE1968,para 3) as recommended by the Education
Commission (1964-66) for the socio-cultural and economic development of the
country. It recognized the powerful role of education in character building, moral
development as well as developing a sense of common citizenship and national
integration etc.




The major recommendations of the policy are as follows:

Free and Compulsory Education: The NPE (1968) recommended that
‘strenuous efforts’ should be made to fulfill the Constitutional mandate of free
and compulsory education for all children upto the age of 14 years,and to reduce
wastage and stagnation in schools as well as to ensure that every child who is
enrolled in schools successfully completes the prescribed course.

Status, Emoluments and Education of Teachers: The policy recognized the
significant role of teachers in quality improvement of education and national
development.

It stressed on improvement in the status and service conditions of teachers, and
recommended academic freedom of teachers to pursue and publish independent
researches and to express their views about significant national and international
issues. Emphasis was also given to in-service teacher education.

Development of languages: The policy recommended that use of regional
language should be encouraged for educational and cultural development while
outlining three language formula which includes the study of a modern Indian
language, preferably one of the southern languages, apart from Hindi and English
in the Hindi-speaking States, and of Hindi along with the regional language and
English in the Non-Hindi-speaking States. Promotion of Hindi as link language,
facilities for teaching of Sanskrit language and emphasis on study of English
and other international languages are some of the important recommendations
of the policy.

Equalization of Educational Opportunity: The policy emphasized the need for
making serious efforts to equalize educational opportunity for all irrespective of
religion, abilities, gender, class, caste etc, bridging the gap between educational
facilities for rural and urban, male and female. It suggested that for promoting
social cohesion and national integration, Common School System should be
adopted. It also recommended admission of students on the basis of merit in
all schools like public schools, and protecting the interests of socially deprived
sections. It recommended that efforts should be made to improve the standards
of education in general schools where children with special needs could receive
education through integrated programs.

Identification of Talent: The policy emphasised identification of talents in
different fields at the earliest and providing opportunities to develop its fullest.

Work-Experience and National Service: Recognising the need for closer
relationship between school and community, the policy recommended the work-
experience, community service and national service should be an integral part
of education system. It was felt that these programmes will help in developing
character formation and a sense of social commitment.

Science Education and Research: Policy recommended that science, education
and research should be given a high priority as it accelerates national economic
growth. Science and mathematics should be an integral part of general education
through entire school life.

Education for Agriculture and Industry: emphasized special efforts for the
development of education for agriculture and industry by establishing at least
one agricultural university in each State, and by assisting other universities to
develop departments for the study of one or more aspects of agriculture. Practical
exposure must be given to students in technical education and continuous review
of the agricultural, industrial and other technical manpower needs of the country.
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Production of Books: The policy critised frequent changes in books and high
price of books. It recommended special attention regarding books in regional
languages for students of all levels including university levels. It also emphasised
the importance of production of high-quality textbooks for schools and universities
and recommended that efforts should be made to have a few basic textbooks
common throughout the country.

Examinations: Emphasized on continuing and improving the reliability and
validity of examinations.

Secondary Education: Considered secondary education as a major instrument
of social change and transformation and emphasised need to increase facilities
for technical and vocational education at this stage.

University Education: With regard to university education a number of significant
reocmmendations were made by NPE1968. These include establishement
of new universities only after adequate funding provisions; attention to post
graduate courses,and improvement in training and research facilities, etc. It also
recommended strengthening of Centers of advenced studies and proper laboratory,
library, staff and other facilities to students.

Part-time Education and Correspondence Courses: Developing part time
education and correspondence courses of the same status as full-time courses,
on a large scale for the university and school students, teachers and workers.

Spread of Literacy and Adult Education: liquidating of mass illiteracy by
actively involving Teachers and students in literacy campaigns as part of the
Social and National Service Program.

Games and Sports: Improving physical fitness and sportsmanship of the students
by games, sports and physical education programs.

The Educational Structure: Suggested uniform educational structure in all
parts of the country by adopting the 10+2+3 pattern. Setting goals to gradual
increase in investment in education by increasing expenditure of 6 percent of
the national income.

In nutshell, it can be summarized that NPE (1968) marked a significant step
in the Post independence Indian history of education as it was first policy with
important aims to promote national progress and integration. This policy guided
education in India for almost 20 years. The important recommendations are the
introduction of common education system i.e. 10+2+3 throughout the country,
the need for a radical reconstruction of the education system and to improve its
quality at all stages as well as greater attention to Science and Technology.

Check Your Progress

Notes: a) Write your answer in the space given below.
b) Compare your answers with those given at the end of the unit
1)  Differentiate between media and technology. Give suitable examples.

1)  Differentiate between media and technology. Give suitable examples.




3.5 NATIONAL POLICY ON EDUCATION
(1986)

Another attempt to address the emerging needs of education system was made
in 1986.

The National Policy on Education (1986) was preceeded by policy document
‘Challenges of Education -A Policy Perspective ‘in 1985 that was widely
:;??Ezeguggz‘fisofsle r(;(c):lelirigz ﬁl’ he main features of NPE 1986 policyx
were incorporated in NPE
1986. The National Policy on
Education (NPE) was adopted
by the parliament in May1986.
The policy considered that
“education is a unique
investment in the present and
future. Sentence should be bold.
(para 2.4, NPE 1986)”.

*  National System of Education: 10 + 2
+ 3 structure of Education.

*  Early childhood care and Education

*  National curriculum framework which
contains a common core along with
other components.

*  Equal opportunity for all.

*  Minimum levels of learning for each
stage of education.

The major recommendations of | «  Life-long education.

the National Policy on Education | «  Education for Equality

(1986) are as follows: »  Removal of women's illiteracy.

National System of Education: | *  Education of minorities.

NPE 1986 suggested a National | ° Education of the handicapped.
System of Education. The | ° Universal enrolment and universal

National System envisaged a retention of children upto 14 years of

common educational structure oy

i.e. 10+2+3 assuggestedby NPE | ©  Child - Centered Approach

1968. This National Systenm | ° Pace setting schools for talented
children, largely rural.

Technical and Management Educatiw

of Education was based on a
national curricular framework &
comprising some common core
along with some flexible components. The common core components contained
the history of India's freedom movement, the constitutional obligations and other
contents essential to nurture national identity.

Early Childhood Care and Education: The policy gave due importance to
education and care of young children Particularly the first generation learners
recommended Early Childhood Care and Education program for children
integrated with Integrated Child Development service, Balwadis, Pre-Primary
schools of the State government and Municipalities, Day-care centers.

Elementary Education and Operation Blackboard: National Policy of
Education has given a new thrust to three aspects of elementary education which
are:

i. universal enrolment, ii. universal retention of children up to 14 years of age;
and

ii. a substantial improvement in the quality of education.
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The policy emphasised child centered and activity-based process of learning and
total exclusion of corporal punishment.

Realising the insufficient facilities in schools, the Scheme of Operation
Blackboard was suggested to provide essential facilities in primary schools. This
scheme envisaged on providing three reasonably large rooms that can be used in
all weather, and blackboards, maps, charts, toys, other necessary learning aids
and school library along with at least three teachers (50% women).

Education of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, and backward Sections:
Regarding the education of scheduled castes and Scheduled tribes and backward
Sections NPE recommended to open primary schools in tribal areas, scheduled
caste areas and backward areas on a priority basis and set a goal for cent percent
enrolment of SC/ST children in the age group of 6-11 by 1990.

Education of the Handicapped: The NPE laid stress on the education of children
with locomotor handicaps and other mild handicaps should be common as the
normal children. Measures should be taken for establishing Special schools with
hostel facilities at district headquarters for the severely handicapped children.
Adequate arrangements should be made for vocational training to the disabled,
teacher training programmes, and voluntary effort for the education of the
disabled.

Non-Formal Education: For school dropouts, children from habitations without
schools, girls having problem in attending school, and working children
non formal education program of cmaparable quality was suggested.. The
responsibility of running NFE program was given to voluntary agencies and
Panchayati Raj institutions.

Secondary Education: Regarding Secondary education the Policy recommended
provision of establishing school system in the unserved areas and providing
special facilities for the children with talents and high achievers. The following
facilities were suggested:

1.) Programme to widening access to secondary education enrolment of girls,
SCs and STs, particularly in unserved areas.

ii.) Programme of consolidation in other areas;

iii.) Pace-setting residential schools, Navodaya Vidyalayas, for children with
special talent with reservation for the rural areas, SCs and STs.

Vocationalisation of Education: Policy recognized the need and importance of
promoting vocational education and recommended various vocational courses at
the +2 stage of secondary education. It was proposed that ‘vocational courses to
cover 10 percent of higher secondary students by 1995 and 25 percent by 2000’
(para 5.23, NPE1986 with modifications undertaken in 1992)

Higher Education: It suggested all round improvement in the existing system
and protection of system from degradation, encouraging the establishment
of autonomous department and Autonomous Colleges according to UGC
directives. It also suggested increased flexibility in the combination of courses
with transformation of teaching methods by introducing Audio visual aids
and electronic equipment. Recommended systematic assessment of Teachers'
performance. Special emphasis given to research facilities in universities and
encouraged interdisciplinary research.

Open University and Distance Education: The Policy recommended that the
Open learning system has been started to widen the access to higher education



keeping in view the unique needs of learners and the importance of flexibility in
education. The Policy assigned responsibility to Indira Gandhi National Open
University to coordinate the distance learning system in the country.

De-linking of Degrees from Jobs: NPE laid stress on delinking degrees from
jobs in selected areas. The National Evaluation Organization was proposed to
be established to conduct tests on a voluntary basis to determine the suitability
of candidates for specific jobs.

Rural Universities and Institutes: The policy recommended establishing of
rural universities and institutions based on Gandhian basic Education.

Technical and Management Education: Criticized separate functioning of
technical and management function and emphasized the need for integration of
these two. It promoted continuing education covering existing as well as emerging
technologies, and suggested that Technical Manpower Information System will be
strengthened in order to improve the situation regarding manpower information.
Appropriate formal and non-formal programmes of technical education will be
devised for the benefit of women, the economically and socially weaker sections,
and the physically handicapped.

Check Your Progress

Notes: a) Write your answer in the space given below.
b) Compare your answers with those given at the end of the unit

3)  What do you understand by Operation Blackboard?

4)  What is the major recommendation of NPE 1986 regarding education of
the handicapped?

3.5.1. PROGRAM OF ACTION (1992) - IMPLICATIONS AND
CRITIQUE

In 1989, the government formed a committee under the chairmanship of Acharya
Ramamurthy to review the effectiveness of National Policy on Education 1986.
The Committee submitted a report named “Towards an Enlightened and Humane
Society”. Before considering the suggestions of the Ramamurthy Committee, the
Government appointed another committee, which was constituted in July 1991
which took into consideration the recommendations of Rammurti committee along
with some modification in NPE 1986. Shri Janardhan Reddy was the chairperson
of this committee and submitted its report in Jan 1992. This document is known
as ‘Programme of Action 1992°. The Programme of Action (POA,1992 ) has 23
sections. The main emphasis of this Policy was to ensure quality in education by
removing social, economic, regional and gender disparities. It aimed to promote
national integration, a sense of common citizenship and culture, inculcation of
values among young minds and improve the quality of education at all levels.
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The Policy suggested that even the private schools should be converted into
common schools and portrayed the following reasons for non progress of the
Common School System:

a) economic and social disparities,

b) the Constitutional protection given to the minorities to establish and
administrator their own educational institutions.

c) poor quality of education in government schools,
d) lack of political will, and

e) existence of KVs, Sainik Schools, Navodaya Vidyalayas in the government
sector.

The Policy felt the need to develop some concrete programmes for SCs, Scheduled
Tribes, Women and educationally backward minorities. One important suggestion
regarding higher education presented by this policy was to make the higher
education self-supporting and self-financed. It will reduce the financial burden of
government. This suggestion was accepted by the Government but it also affected
higher education in many ways like a heavy burden of tuition fees, inaccessibility
of poor students and increased exploitation in higher education. It further
recommended a more comprehensive approach for successful implementation of

Operation Blackboard. It aimed at a minimum of 50 percent female teachers in
future appointments at the elementary level.

The Plan of Action has identified the inequality between schools with respect to
good teachers, resources, basic facilities, etc. and suggested non-formal education
and adult literacy as a complementary structure to solve the issue of imbalances.
It further suggested neighborhood schools for all to take out the elitist bias of
Navodaya School system. According to the Program of Action, schools must
change in response to the demands of society. It must provide flexible working
culture like open exit and entry system, a modular system of school education,
increased vocationalisation of curriculum, extra time for slow learners and so on,
but of course these will require significant improvement of the teacher student
ratio and other facilities, which was not clearly mentioned in committee. Hence it
is clear that the recommendations of the committee demand significant resources,
which requires strong political will and commitments. The program of Action
gave adequate attention to pre-school childhood care, but resource implications
were unclear and indefinite. The document stresses that the quality of education
will depend on the quality of teachers which in turn underlines the significant
improvement in teacher training programs, and recommended special orientation
for school teachers along with many other significant steps to ensure quality
improvement in teacher education.

The Plan of Action, criticised the annual basis evaluation system and suggested
the semester system with continuous and comprehensive evaluation system.
NPE 1986 recommended the continuous evaluation, but silent about removing
Annual Examination system which was taken care in POA 1992. Therefore,
the concept of CCE given by Ramamurty Committees was new and radical,
continuous performance of students is evaluated instead of at the end of term
examination. The committee suggested several ways for vocationalization
of education with theoretical and practical components. It further suggested
that polytechnics should provide three year diploma after +2- and four-year’s
degree level courses. The document suggested women empowerment through
their education by emphasizing removing the disparities and stereotypes in the



existing system. In order to decrease drop-out of girl students’ programs of early
childhood care and education was suggested, however, the committee has not
talked about the resources and organizational implications of these suggestions.
Apart from women’s education this document has given due attention to SC/ST
and backward class candidates. The committee has suggested allocation of 6
percent of GNP towards education as recommended by NPE, 1986 but the actual
allocation remains far short of 6 per cent.

Hence, in a nutshell, it can be concluded that many suggestions of the committee
are well-conceived, but specific steps must be designed to provide concrete shape
to these ideas and ideals. Many suggestions of the committee, which appear good
require further elaboration and working out the details.

Check Your Progress

Notes: a) Answer the following questions in the space given below.
b) Match your answers with the answers given at the end of the unit.

5)  According to Program of Action 1992, what was the reasons for non-
progress of the Common School System?

6)  Write down main aim of program of Action 19927

3.6 NATIONAL POLICY FOR ICT (2012)

Like the rest of the world India also realized the importance of information
and communication technology (ICT) in education. So, the National Policy on
Education 1986, as modified in 1992 introduced Computer Literacy and Studies
in Schools (CLASS) Project as well as educational technology on pilot basis.
Which later in the year 2004 became a centrally sponsored scheme. It was
called Information and Communication Technology @ Schools. This scheme
was further extended to include new government aided secondary and senior
secondary schools. ICT was also included in the Sarva Siksha Abhiyan initiative
of the government aimed at universalization of elementary education. With the
continuous advancement in technology and growing use of ICT in education
a policy was required to be in place with guidelines to assist in optimal use
of ICT in education system. Therefore, a National Policy on Information and
Communication Technology was brought out by the Government of India in
2012. “The ICT policy in school education aims at preparing youth to participate
creatively in the establishment, sustenance and growth of knowledge society
leading to all round socio economic development of the nation and global
competitiveness.”

Policy Goals are as follows:
The ICT policy in school education will try to:

1. Setup process to enhance an ICT knowledgeable resources.
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2. Create a workforce of ICT expert teachers and students who can deploy and
utilize the features of ICT and contribute to society and nation building.

3. Create an environment of collaboration, cooperation and sharing, conducive
to the creation of a demand for optional utilization of and optimum returns
on the potential of ICT in education.

4. Develop a repository of ICT and ICT enabled tools as well as resources
which should be available to all the students and teachers.

5.  Promote development of local quality center to enable qualified students
and teachers to participate in the development and use of digital resources.

6. Create pool of teachers and schools to enable resource sharing and training
of teachers, as well as counseling and academic support to students.

7. Strive for continuous improvement in ICT tools and ICT-enabled practices
through research and experiment to fully extract the potential of ICT in
school education.

8. Motivate the society and also facilitate them to participate in the education
process through appropriate use of ICT.

ICT literacy has been defined interms of level of competence and suggested
different levels of ICT competencies which may be adapted as per the local
context. Further these levels are also not specific to classes and time duration.

Level 1 (Basic level)

The policy envisions Levell to provide basic knowledge of computer usage like
switching on and shutting down, using the internet, search engine, input and
output devices, digital devices, office and basic troubleshooting, etc.

Level 2 (Intermediate)

At this level the user is able to install and uninstall applications, troubleshoot the
application problems, retrieve the desired information from the internet by using
search engines, create and edit content using digital devices,etc.

Level 3 (Advanced)

As the name suggest this level expects the user to retrieve information from a
database and analyze the data, awareness of cyber threats, copy write laws, able
to participate in web based network for cooperative and collaborative learning.

According to the Policy ICT will improve education by following ways:

ICT enabled teaching — learning processes: This process uses tools, techniques
and resources like projecting devices, multimedia based modules, virtual learning
environment, changing the classroom environment to utilize the ICT tools.
aimed at improving the quality and efficiency of the teaching learning process.
It ensures teachers participation in selection and evaluation of digital content, by
qualified teachers and also encouraging them to develop their digital materials
and sharing them.

ICT for Skill Development: The policy suggested development of job oriented
modular courses for students of vocational stream. The students will get training
in hardware, software, tools, etc. based on their choice. They will be given proper
guidance and counselling which will help them in deciding their career roadmap.
The vocational training institute will have to incorporate ICTs in their teaching
learning process.



ICT for Children with Special Needs: ICT will compensate the special needs
arising due to disability and help in achieving the goals of inclusive education
in India. It will facilitate access to persons with disabilities, like screen readers,
Braille printers, Embosser etc.

ICT for Open and Distance Learning: ICT will act as catalyst in successful
working of Open and Distance Learning . For Open and Distance learning ICTs
will open alternate possibilities for dropped out students who are unable to
continue formal education.

ICT for School Management: ICT will help in the management of the whole
process of the school system, hence, this document recommended that states will
adopt ICT managed school processes.

School Management Information System (School MIS): Policy suggested
a nationwide network in schools in which schools, teachers, students, school
managers, and the community at large participate. It will create digital repositories
of tools, content and resources; professional development and continuing
education platforms; and guidance, counselling and other student support services.

It is very clear that the use of ICT for education requires elements from different
areas need to come together to make it a great learning experience for the students.
Below are the major aspects which need to be combined to make incorporation
of ICT in education meaningful and successful.

1) Content/Digital Resources

2) Capacity Building

3) Monitoring and Evaluation Framework
4) ICT for Education Management

5) Implementation Plans

6) Financial Allocations

7) Political and Administrative support

8) Community Demand for ICT

9) Adapting a change in learning Processes

10) Staff Development and Training Programmes

Check Your Progress

Notes: a) Answer the following questions in the space given below.
b) Match your answers with the answers given at the end of the unit.

7)  How ICT can help in dealing with existing challenges in education
system?

3.7 NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY, 2020

Indian education structure and management was guided by New Education Policy,
1986 for a long time (almost 34 years). In the meantime, a lot of changes have
been taken place globally as well as a debate has also emerged in Indie about a
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‘Bharat-centric’ policy on education. In 2015 India adopted the global education
development agenda reflected in the Goal 4 (SDG4) of the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, which seeks to “ensure inclusive and equitable quality
education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all” by 2030.

Keeping all such developments in mind, a committee was set up start discussion
and prepare a draft report on education policy under the chairman ship of Mr.
T.S.R. Subramanian in 2015. The committee took views of various stakeholders
and an elaborated discussion was taken place from gram-panchayat level to
national level. This was first of its kind, bottom to top approach where before the
formulation of policy, views of various stakeholders were collected, debated and
a draft was prepared. When the draft was placed in public domain for discussion,
a lot of issues have emerged. In order to look into those, a new committee was set
up under the chairmanship of Dr. K. Kasturirangan in June, 2017. Kasturirangan
committee considered all the suggestions/objections raised by various sections of
society and further prepared a draft policy, which was made public again on May
31, 2019 and further suggestions were invited. After reviewing the suggestions,
the committee finalized the policy and we got our new policy in the name of
National Education Policy, 2020 on July, 209, 2020.

3.7.1. VISION OF THE POLICY
National Education Policy, 2020 highlights its vision as:

This National Education Policy envisions an education system rooted in
Indian ethos that contributes directly to transforming India, that is Bharat,
sustainably into an equitable and vibrant knowledge society, by providing
high-quality education to all, and thereby making India a global knowledge
superpower. The Policy envisages that the curriculum and pedagogy of our
institutions must develop among the students a deep sense of respect towards
the Fundamental Duties and Constitutional values, bonding with one's country,
and a conscious awareness of one’s roles and responsibilities in a changing
world. The vision of the Policy is to instill among the learners a deep-rooted
pride in being Indian, not only in thought, but also in spirit, intellect, and
deeds, as well as to develop knowledge, skills, values, and dispositions that
support responsible commitment to human rights, sustainable development
and living, and global well-being, thereby reflecting a truly global citizen.

This vision reflects the intend of the policy, which is to develop a Bharat-centric
knowledge society. A society which has its roots in eternal Bhartiya sanskriti
and looking forward to move with the world. Our value system, our traditional
knowledge system, our commitment to humanity and sustainability are the key
to promote and place us as global knowledge gurus.

3.7.2. STRUCTURE OF NEP, 2020

The national education policy (NEP-2020) has been structured in four main
parts i.e. School Education, Higher Education and Other key areas of focus and
making it happen.

The Part I: School education has recommendations under eight main themes i.e.
Early Childhood Care and Education: The Foundation of Learning, Foundational
Literacy and Numeracy: An Urgent & Necessary Prerequisite to Learning,
Curtailing Dropout Rates and Ensuring Universal Access to Education at All
Levels, Curriculum and Pedagogy in Schools: Learning Should be Holistic,
Integrated, Enjoyable and Engaging, Teachers, Equitable and Inclusive Education:
Learning for All, Efficient Resourcing and Effective Governance through School



Complexes/Clusters and Standard-setting and Accreditation for School Education.

Recommendations in the Part II: Higher Education are organized under eleven
themes i.e. Quality Universities and Colleges: A New and Forward-looking
Vision for India’s Higher Education System, Institutional Restructuring and
Consolidation, Towards a More Holistic and Multidisciplinary Education, Optimal
Learning Environments and Support for Students, Motivated, Energized and
Capable Faculty, Equity and Inclusion in Higher Education, Teacher Education,
Re-imagining Vocational Education, Catalyzing Quality Academic Research in all
Fields through a New National Research Foundation, Transforming the Regulatory
System of Higher Education, and Effective Governance and Leadership for Higher
Education Institutions.

In the Part-I1I, other key areas of focus, policy specifically gives recommendations
in areas like Professional Education, Adult Education and Life Long Learning,
Promotion of Indian Languages, Arts and Culture, Technology Use and Integration
and Online and Digital Education: Ensuring Equitable Use of Technology.

Operation and implementations issues have been discussed in Part I'V: making it
happen under the heads: Strengthening the Central Advisory Board of Education,
Financing: Affordable and Quality Education for All and Implementation.

3.7.3. RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE POLICY

Major recommendations of the policy are as follows:

»  Ensuring Universal Access at all levels of schooling from pre-primary school
to Grade 12;

*  Ensuring quality early childhood care and education for all children between
3-6 years;

*  New Curricular and Pedagogical Structure (5+3+3+4) including foundational,
preparatory, middle and secondary;

»  No hard separations between arts and sciences, between curricular and extra-
curricular activities, between vocational and academic streams;

»  Establishing National Mission on Foundational Literacy and Numeracy;

*  Emphasis on promoting multilingualism and Indian languages; The medium
of instruction until at least Grade 5, but preferably till Grade 8 and beyond,
will be the home language/mother tongue/local language/regional language.

*  Assessment reforms - Board Exams on up to two occasions during any given
school year, one main examination and one for improvement, if desired;

»  Setting up of a new National Assessment Centre, PARAKH (Performance
Assessment, Review, and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development);

*  Equitable and inclusive education - Special emphasis given on Socially and
Economically Disadvantaged Groups(SEDGs);

* A separate Gender Inclusion fund and Special Education Zones for
disadvantaged regions and groups;

*  Robust and transparent processes for recruitment of teachers and merit-based
performance;

*  Ensuring availability of all resources through school complexes and clusters;
»  Setting up of State School Standards Authority (SSSA);

*  Exposure of vocational education in school and higher education system;
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* Increasing GER in higher education to 50%;
*  Holistic Multidisciplinary Education with multiple entry/exit options;

*  NTA to offer Common Entrance Exam for Admission to Higher Education
Institutions;

«  Establishment of Academic Bank of Credit (ABC);

*  Setting up of Multidisciplinary Education and Research Universities(MERUs);
»  Setting up of National Research Foundation(NRF);

*  ‘Light but Tight’ regulation;

»  Single overarching umbrella body for promotion of higher education sector
including teacher education and excluding medical and legal education- the
Higher Education Commission of India (HECI)-with independent bodies for
standard setting- the General Education Council; funding-Higher Education
Grants Council (HEGC); accreditation- National Accreditation Council
(NAC); and regulation- National Higher Education Regulatory Council
(NHERC);

*  Expansion of open and distance learning to increase GER.
* Internationalization of Education

»  Professional Education will bean integral part of the higher education system.
Stand-alone technical universities, health science universities, legal and
agricultural universities, or institutions in these or other fields, will aim to
become multi-disciplinary institutions.

»  Teacher Education - 4-year integrated stage-specific, subject- specific
Bachelor of Education

»  Establishing anational Mission for Mentoring.

*  Creation of an autonomous body,the National Educational Technology
Forum (NETF) to provide a platform for the free exchange of ideas on the
use of technology to enhance learning, assessment, planning, administration.
Appropriate integration of technology into all levels of education.

*  Achieving 100% youth and adult literacy.

*  Multiple mechanisms with checks and balances will combat and stop the
commercialization of higher education.

e All education institutions will be held to similar standards of audit and
disclosure as a ‘not forprofit’ entity.

*  The Centre and the States will work together to increase the public investment
in Education sector to reach 6% of GDP at the earliest.

«  Strengthening of the Central Advisory Board of Education to ensure
coordination to bring overall focus on quality education.

*  Ministry of Education: In order to bring the focus back on education and
learning, it may be desirable to re-designate MHRD as the Ministry of
Education (MOE).

Source: https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1654058

Activity: Go through the National Education Policy. Do you think that the
policy will help in bringing desirable changes in education system of India?
Give your comments.




3.8 LET US SUM UP

The unit discusses how the NPE (1968) marked as a significant step in the Indian
history of education which was formed to actualize the recommendations of
the Kothari Commission (1964-66). This policy guided education in India for
almost 20 years. After that, the National Policy on Education (1986) was formed
to prepare India to face challenges of the next century. The National Policy on
Education (1986) emphasizes on Early Childhood Care and Education, National
System of Education, Elementary Education and Operation Blackboard, Non-
Formal Education, Vocationalisation of Education, Open University and Distance
Education, De-linking of Degrees from Jobs, Rural Universities and Institutes,
Technical and Management Education, Education of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes, and backward Sections, Education of the Handicapped,etc.

Unit highlighted that to review the NPE 1986 in 1989, the government formed
a committee under the chairmanship of Acharya Ramamurthy and another
committee under chairmanship of Shri Janardhan Reddy was constituted in July
1991 for some modification in NPE 1986. This document came to be known as
National Programme of Action 1992. The main emphasis was to ensure quality
in education by removing social, economic, regional and gender disparities and
aimed to promote national integration, a sense of common citizenship and culture,
inculcation of values among young minds and improve the quality of education
at all levels.

The ICT policy in school education aims at preparing teachers and youth to
participate creatively in the establishment and growth of knowledge society,
leading to all round socioeconomic development of the national and global
competitiveness.

To keep pace with the changing educational scenario of twentifirst century a need
was felt to formulate new education policy. with the non-complete agenda of
the National Policy on Education 1986, Modified in 1992 (NPE 1986/92) need
was felt to formulate new education policy. Government of India constituted a
committee chaired by Dr. K. Kasturirangan. This committee for Drafting the
National Education Policy submitted its report on May 2019 for public comments.

3.9 UNIT-END EXERCISES

1.  Why was the fresh need for a new National Educational Policy felt in the
year 1985 when already there was NPE (1968)?

2. Why was the NPE (1968) formulated? Mention any four major terms of
Recommendations of the NPE (1968)?

3. Discuss the efforts of NPE 1986 in addressing the unique socio- cultural
diversity and challenges of the times.

4. Explain the salient features of NPE 1986.

5. Explain some of the specific recommendations of National Education Policy,
2020 of ICT regarding improvement of online education in India.
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3.11 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

1. NPE (1968) was recognized as a “radical restructuring” because a policy was
needed for radical restructuring and equalization of educational opportunities
in India.

2. NPE (1968) suggested that Common School System must be adopted for
Equalization of Educational Opportunity in India.

3. Operation Blackboard calls for provision to provide essential facilities in
primary schools. This operation suggested on providing three reasonably
large rooms that are usable in all weather, and black boards, maps, charts,
toys, other necessary learning aids and school library along with at least
three teachers (50% women).

4. The major recommendation of NPE 1986 regarding education of
handicapped is education of children with locomotor handicaps and other
mild handicaps should be same and common as the normal children.

5. According to Program of Action 1992, reasons for non-progress of the
Common School System are as follows:

1) economic and social disparities,

i1) the Constitutional protection given to the minorities to establish and
administrator their own educational institutions.

1i1) poor quality of education in government schools,
iv) lack of political will and

v) existence of KVs, Sainik Schools, Navodaya Vidyalayas in the government
sector.

6. The main aim of program of Action 1992 was to ensure quality in education
by removing social, economic, regional and gender disparities. It also



aimed to promote national integration, a sense of common citizenship and
culture, inculcation of values among young minds and improve the quality
of education at all levels.

ICT can help in dealing with many existing challenges in education system-

It can help in building teacher capacity and enhance school system’s
efficiency. It can help in tackling the shortcoming of limited reach of
conventional training and support methods.

ICT can be used to digitization of books, charts and other training resources
which are being used in school system. This will save the printing resource
as well as enhance the reach of study materials.

Computers can be used not just for accessing internet but it can be used for
building the analytical, creative as well as problem solving skills in teachers
and students.
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