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12.0 OBJECTIVES  

 
The aim of this unit is to make you aware of the role of conjunctions and linking 
adverbials in combining ideas/events together into a text. 
 
After you complete this unit, you should be able to 

 recognize the functions of these connectives (conjunctions and linking adverbials) in a text, and
 use them in your own writing. 

 

 

12.1 INTRODUCTION  
 
 
 
In the previous unit, we discussed the function of structure words such as personal, 
possessive, and demonstrative pronouns, certain determiners, and demonstrative adverbs 
in bringing about cohesion in a text. The cohesive device we studied was cross-
reference—personal and demonstrative reference. 
 
In this unit we shall look at the role of linking words (also known as Linkages and 
Conjunctives) in binding sentences together meaningfully into a text. The connectives 
that we shall study are: 
 
I) Coordinating conjunctions: and, or, but 

 
2) Subordinating conjunctions: because, unless, while, though, although, if, 

etc. 
 
3) Linking adverbs: yet, moreover, meanwhile, however, furthermore, etc.  
 
 

12.2 DIFFERENCE BETWEEN REFERENCE 
AND LINKAGE AS COHESIVE DEVICES  

 
 
Before we discuss the role of linkage as a cohesive device, let's try to differentiate 
between Reference and Linkage. 
 
Reference, as you already know, is a device which indicates that‘the same person or  
object’ is being referred to in different parts of a text, i.e. in the preceding or the 44 



Structure Words following text. Reference basically involves either a repeated reference to a person or 
 object, or a repetition of a meaning (extended reference). 

 Linkage, on the other hand, is not a device to identify items in the preceding or the 
 following text. It is primarily a way of signaling how one idea leads on to another. 
 The words and phrases which have this connecting function are like signposts on a 
 journey. They generally come at the beginning of a sentence. 

 We shall consider four types of cohesive relations in which the various connectives 
 play a role. These include the additive, adversative, causal and temporal relations. 
 There are other possible categories, but we shall consider only these. Before we 
 discuss all of them in detail, let's have a quick look at what these terms imply. 

 Ravi was working very hard as he had to finish his project report. 

 And he was staying up late in the night every day. (additive) 

 Yet he never appeared tired (adversative). He, therefore, managed to 
 complete his project on time (causal). 

 After he had handed in his project report, he had a good night's sleep. 
 (temporal). 

 We are not very concerned if you cannot remember these terms. But, we would like 
 you to be able to use the various connectives. 

 Check Your Progress 1 

 Write another little story of 5 lines, using connectives for all the four cohesive 
 relations mentioned by us. 
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

   
12.3 ADDITIVE RELATION  

 
The additive items in English include the following coordinating conjunctions: 
and, and also, nor, and .... not, or...either. 

 
They also include linking adverbials such as furthermore, moreover, additionally,  
besides, in addition, alternatively, incidentally, similarly, on the other hand, in other 
words, for example, etc. 

 
An additive relation gives cohesion to a text, or rather, it creates additional text 
by giving more information related to the preceding text. It includes devices such 
as adding of information, giving alternatives, showing contrast, exemplification, 
apposition, etc. 

 
Some of these devices may overlap with other cohesive relations. We shall, 
however, not go into the finer details. As we've mentioned earlier, we want you 
to concentrate on correct usage. 
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In the examples given below we discuss some of the ways in which cohesion has an 
additive relation. 
 

 There is a total, or almost total, shift from one sentence to the next, and 
yet the two sentences are definitely part of a text.

 
Example: 
 

‘But she fled upstairs nevertheless, with Sid and Mary at her heels. And her 
face grew white, too, and her lips trembled.’ (From Mark Twain: 
TomSawyer) 

 
As you must have noticed, the first sentence refers to the activity of going up the 
stairs. The second is an emotional response. Yet, the two sentences are linked to each 
other by the conjunction and. 
 
• In narrative fiction such a shift often occurs at the boundary of dialogue and 

narration. In fact, a conjunction like and serves to link a dialogue/ monologue 
with narration. For example : 

 
'Down, down, down. There was nothing else to do, so Alice soon began talking 
again. "Dinah'll miss me very much to-night, I should think!"(Dinah was the cat.) "I 
hope they'll remember her saucer of milk at tea-time. Dinah, my dear! I wish you 
were down here with me! There are no mice in the air, I'm afraid, but you might 
catch a bat, and that's very like a mouse, you know. But do cats eat bats, I wonder?" 
And here Alice began to get rather sleepy ' 
 
• When and is used alone as a cohesive item as distinct from and then, etc., it often has 

the sense of ‘there is something more to be said’. Look at the example below: 
 

‘Till at last it hung there in the sky over the world, blazing down, the size of the 
moon, a deep gloomy red. And now there could be only one explanation. The 
star was getting bigger because it was getting nearer. And nearer and NEARER 
and NEARER’. 

 
(From: Ted Hughes: The Iron man) 

 
• A slightly different use, and one in which the cohesive and comes closest to its 

coordinating function in sentence structure, is that which links the ‘sentences in a 
series’. We shall give you examples of the use of and within a sentence and in 
discourse. Try to notice the difference. 

 
Use of and in sentences: 
 

‘In the kitchen they had grits and grease and side meat and coffee for 
breakfast.’ 

 
(From: Carson Mc Cullers: The Heart is a Lonely Hunter) 

 
GLOSSARY: 
 
grits: coarsely ground grains of corn which are eaten as a dish in Southern United 
States; coarse oatmeal. 
 

In the distance the houses were the houses in a Victorian print, small and 
precisely drawn and quiet; only one child a long way off. 

Structure Words in 
Discourse-2 

 
(From: Graham Green: The End of  
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Both these examples show the repetition of a conjunction in connecting items in a set.  
In the first example and links nouns, while in the second example it links adjectives. 

 
As a 'cohesive device' and often links a series of questions. In Alice’sAdventures 
inWonderland, there is an excellent example of this, when Alice questions 
HumptyDumpty about the meaning of Jabberwocky. Given below is an extract 
from the conversation. 

 
"I see it now," Alice remarked thoughtfully: "and what are 'toves'?" 

 
"Well, 'toves’are something like badgers—they're something 
likelizards—and they’re something like corkscrews." 

 
"They must be very curious-looking creatures." 
"They are that," said Humpty Dumpty": "also they make their nests under sun  
- dials—also they live on cheese." 

"And what's to 'gyre' and to 'gimble'? 

 
"To 'gyre' is to go round and round like a gyroscope. To 'gimble' is to 
make holes like a gimlet." 

 
"And 'the wabe' is the grass-plot round a sun-dial, I suppose?.said Alice, 
surprised at her own ingenuity.' 

 
(From Lewis Carroll: Through the Looking-glass)  

 
 
 

Badger:a wild animal which has grey fur and a white head. Badgers 
liveunderground and usually come to feed at night. 

 
'corkscrew:a device used for pulling corks out of bottles. 

 
'curious-looking: unusual to look at. 

 
'run-dial: a device which uses the sun to show you what time it is. 

 
'gyroscope:a device that contains a disc rotating on an axis that can turn freely in 
anydirection. 

 
'gimlet: a small sharp tool used for making small holes in wood. 

 
• The negative form of the additive relation is expressed simply as nor. 

 
Example: 

 
A: I can't go to the movies tonight. 

 
I have a project report to finish. 

 
B: Nor can I. 

 
Besides nor, there is another expression and . . . not ...either. 

 
Example: 

 
 'I couldn't send all the horses, you know, because two of them are wanted in the 
 game. And I haven’t sent the two messengers either. They’re both gone to the 
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town...' (From Lewis Carroll: Through the looking Glass). 

 



 
• A number of conjunctive expressions such as further, also,besides 

semantically link sentences together. The meaning they generally have is: 
'there is yet another point to be taken in conjunction with the previous one'. 
Look at the following, sentences : 

 
My husband says he does not know that girl Further, he denies ever having 
seen her or spoken to her. 

 
The food is very good and it's probably something that people won't prepare 
at home. Also, it's easy to digest and pleasing to the eye. 

 
I didn't invite your friend Rajiv to the party. Besides, he wouldn’t have come. 

 
The basic relationship between sentences linked by or is to express an alternative. 
This relationship is largely confined to questions, requests, permissions and 
predictions. 
 

'Shall we try another figure of the Lobster Quadrille?", the Gryphon went on. 
'Or would you like the Mock Turtle to sing you a song?' 

 
(From Lewis Carroll :Alice's Adventures in Wonderland) 

 
If or is associated with statements, it often has the sense of 'an alternative suggestion', 
'another possible opinion, explanation, etc., in place of the one just given.' 
 
Examples : 
 

'I might stay late at the office tonight, and catch up on my work. Or I might 
decide to relax for a change, and go to the movies. ' 

 
'Perhaps she missed her flight. Or else she's changed her mind and isn't 
coming.’ 

 
The form alternatively is perhaps a more emphatic way of expressing the 'or' 
relation. For instance, in the example given below, there are: two questions, 
and then the alternative — which makes the (text more forceful). 

 
'Are the Finance Minister's proposals adequate? Is the economy going to 
improve? Alternatively, are we heading for another crisis?' 
 
• Under the heading, ADDITIVE we may include a related pattern, that of 

semantic similarity. Here the source of cohesion is the comparison of whatis 
being said with what has gone before. Forms such as similarly, likewise, 
inthe same way are used by the speaker to assert that a point is being 
reinforcedor a new one added to the same effect. 

 
'Treating children as responsible citizens brings out the best in them; they 
behave as such. In the same way if you treat them as delinquents they will 
soon begin to act as delinquents.' 

 
Glossary 
 
de'linquent: a young person repeatedly committing minor crimes. 
 
• Corresponding to the similarity relation is the negative comparison where the 

meaning is dissimilarity. This is often expressed by the following phrases: 

Structure Words 
in Discourse-2 

 
on the other hand, by contrast, as opposed to this. 
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Examples:  
 

'In order to buy the flat, I may draw on my savings. On the other hand, I 
might approach my parents for a loan.' 

 
'Even the largest of whales, the Blue Whale, with a maximum length of 
about 100 feet and a weight of up to 130 tons, can attain 20 knots for 
about 10 minutes. By contrast, the common dolphin can keep up a speed 
of 20-22 knots for hours.' 

 
• There are other types of relation which can be thought of as sub-

categories of the additive. We give you examples of each: 
 

Afterthought: incidentally, by the way. 
 

Example: 
 

'The airlines charge half-price for students. Incidentally, I'll be flying to 
Bombay this time, instead of going by train.' 

 
Appositive relation:that is, I mean, in other words, to put it another way, 
forinstance, for example. 

 
'Imagine now that we have two identical twins and put them in different 
environments. We might send one, for example, to a university and the 
other to a factory where the work is boring. We would soon find 
differences in intelligence developing ...' 

 
Check Your Progress 2 

 
Given below are extracts from various texts. Fill in the gaps using the following 
words: Furthermore, For example, Nor, Or, And. 

 
Extract 1 

 
'Some scientists maintain that the anguish of animals is a regrettable but 
necessary price to pay for knowledge which has brought enormous benefits to 
mankind ' the discovery of insulin — estimated to have saved the lives of more 
than 50 million diabetics — stemmed from animal experiment..... 

 
(From 'Animal Experiments: How Cruel, How Necessary'? Reader's Digest. 
January 1981). 

 
Glossary 

 
anguish: great pain and suffering 

 
insulin a substance that most people produce naturally in their body and which 
controls the level of sugar in their blood. People with diabetes cannot produce insulin 
and have to take regular doses of it. . 

 
Extract 2 

 
Centralized sewage facilities are non-existent in most West African cities. If any 
centralized sewage system is to be installed, it will require massive demolition and 
replanning of the city as a whole. This could prove politically explosive......, the  
financing of waste disposal is not attractive to politicians. A sports stadium is 
visible and politically, therefore, more satisfactory. 
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Extract 3 
 
'Who in the world am I? Ah, that's the great puzzle!' ....she began thinking over all 
the children she knew that were of the same age as herself, to see if she could 
have been changed for any of them. 
 
(From Alice in Wonderland) 
 
Extract 4 
 
Perhaps she missed her train ............ she's changed her mind and isn't coming. 
 
Extracts 5 
 
He never forgave his parents for their neglect of him when he was a young child. 
There were frequent fits of rage and nightmares, ....could he wholly rid himself of 
feelings of guilt for his dreams of revenge on them.  
 

 

12.4 ADVERSATIVE  RELATION  

 
The basic meaning of the adversative relation is 'contrary to expectation'. The 
expectation may arise from the content of what has already been said. 
 
For example, 
 

All the steps in the solution are correct. I've rechecked them. Yet the answer  
is incorrect. 

 
There may also be contrary expectations in a communicative situation. 
 
Example : 
 
A : Why aren't you ready'? Aren’t we going to the concert this evening'? 
 
B : But I thought that was tomorrow. 
 
The structural items that are frequently used in an adversative relation are the 
following. 
 
yet, but, however, although, nevertheless, still, in spite of this, only, etc. 
 
We have listed some points below about the adversative relationship which we 
would like you to be aware of: 
 
• The conjunctive items but, however, though, yet, only, still, nevertheless 

are some of the items which signal the unexpected nature of what is 
being said in view of what was said before that. 

 
An example with but: 

 
Gabriel tried to cover his agitation by taking part in the dance with great 
energy. He avoided her eyes, for he had seen a sour expression on her 
face. But when they met in the long chain he was surprised to feel his 
hand firmlypressed. 

 
(From: 'The Dead' in James Joyce: The Dubliners) 

 
Structure Words 
in Discourse-2 
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Structure Words A point of difference that you will notice between but and yet is that but contains the 
 element 'and' as one of its meaning components, whereas yet does not. For this 
 reason, you will regularly find sentences beginning and yet, but never and but. 

 Look at the example of a text with and yet. 

  'The food was objectionable—yet Alvina got fat on it. The air was filthy— 
  and yet never had her colour been so warm and fresh, her skin so soft.' 

  (From D. H. Lawrence: The Lost Girl) 

 An example with however: 

  "I'll whisper it," said the Messenger, putting his hands to his mouth in the 
  shape of a trumpet and stooping so as to get close to the King's ear. Alice was 
  sorry for this, as she wanted to hear the news too. However, instead of 
  whispering, he simply shouted, at the top of his voice, "They're at it again!" 

  (From Lewis Carroll: Through the Looking Glass) 

 An example with though: 

  "I like the Walrus best," said Alice: "because, you see, he was a little sorry 
  for the poor oysters." 

  'He ate more than the Carpenter though,' said Tweedledee. 

 The word only occurs frequently in the adversative sense in spoken English, always 
 in the initial position. 

 Example: 

  "I wish I could manage to be glad" the Queen said. "Only I never can 
  remember the rule. You must be very happy, living in this wood, and being 
  glad whenever you like!" 

  "Only it is so very lonely here!" Alice said in a melancholy voice; and, at the 
  thought of her loneliness, two large tears came rolling down her cheeks. 

  (From Lewis Carroll: Through the Looking Glass) 

 • Words  like  but  and  however  also  occur  in  a  related  though  somewhat 
  different sense, which we might call contrastive. 

  She's not good-looking. But she's got brains. 
  Rita has failed. However, she tried her best. 

 • Expressions such as instead, rather, on the contrary, at least also indicate 
  contrast.  Here  again,  the  adversative  relation  comes  very  close  to  the 
  negative comparison discussed in the additive type of relation. 

 
On the contrary emphasizes that the opposite is true. 

 
Example: 

 
’We didn't ask her to leave. On the contrary, we tried to persuade her to stay.' 

Instead not only involves a contrast, it also indicates a replacement. 
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'He doesn't work at all. Instead, he sits and day-dreams'. (contrast) 

 
'Rohit wanted a tennis-racket for his birthday. His mother bought him a 
book instead.' (replacement) 

 
In the sentence above, instead not only has a connective function, but also specifies 
the part of the sentence that has been replaced. For example, instead here can be  
expandedto instead of a tennis-racket. 
 
You may have noticed that sentences which are linked with on the contrary and 
instead show a contrast between two alternative phenomena. However, at least 
mayshow a relationship between two different formulations of the same 
phenomenon: 
 
For example : 
 

"What a beautiful belt you've got on." Alice suddenly.remarked ............"At  
least," she corrected herself on second thoughts, "a beautiful cravat, I should 
have said—no, a belt, I mean—I beg your pardon!" 

 
(From Lewis Carroll: Through the Looking Glass) 

 
• Expressions such as in fact, as a matter of fact, actually, to tell Jon) the truth are 

often used in a contrastive relationship. The meaning is something like 'as 
against what the current state of the communication process would lead us to 
expect the fact of the matter is ................. ’ 

 
For example, 

 
"I wasn't called up by the army. Actually, I volunteered.' 

 
'The old belief that the universe never changes is quite wrong. Even before the 
invention of the telescope, astronomers noticed that bright stars suddenly appear 
in the sky, and then later disappear. These stars were called ’novae' because they 
were thought to be new. In fact, we now know that they are really old stars 
which are slowly dying. 

 
Check Your Progress 3 
 
Decide which of the conjunctions and sentence connectives you have studied so far 
would be most appropriate in each blank space in the sentences below: 
 
1) Students are very keen to take part in political discussions and participate in 

the country's development. ...... in many countries they have become the 
most vocal section of society. 

 
2) Society now accepts the social responsibility of the university. .............. some 

people still think that students should stand aside from the rest of society. 
 
3) Earlier, a university education led to an overall development of the 

individual. ....... now-a-days it is highly specialised. 
 
4) The most common type of ghost is the poltergeist. This is a ghost which does 

not in fact appear. .. ... . . it makes noises and throws objects around ......  
despite this violent activity, the poltergeists in fact never hurt anyone.  

 

 

12.5 CAUSAL RELATION  
 

 
The causal relationship is used to describe the relationship between two or more 
events, when one event causes another event to happen. The causal relation is 
expressed by words such as so, thus, hence, therefore, consequently, accordingly; 
and a number of phrases like as a result (of that), in consequence (of that), because 
ofthat, etc. All these expressions can regularly combine with And. 

Structure Words in 
Discourse-2 
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Structure Words It would be a good idea to be aware of certain points regarding the causal 
 relationship. 

 • Under the heading of causal relations may be included the specific ones of 
  result,  reason  and  purpose.  The  Examples  given  below  illustrate  these 
  specific instances of causal relation. 

  'They refused to pay a higher rent though the court ordered it. As a result 
  they were evicted from their flat.' (Result) 

  'She was a good student, but in her last year at boarding school, as a result of 
  criticizing  her  teachers  during  a  debate,  she  had  incurred  their  wrath. 
  Consequently, she'd been denied several academic honours she was entitled 
  to and had been harassed. ' (Result) 

  (From 'I'll Never Forget your Kindness' in Reader's Digest, March, 1988). 
 

Glossary 
 

incurred: brought upon herself 
harassed: troubled 

 
'In the last century, for example, English visitors were amazed at the 
beautiful fall colors of poison ivy and took some home. Because it is called 
"ivy", they planted it. Soon thereafter a British medical journal reported a 
new disease contracted only by women, who did the gardening (Reason) 

 
(From Noel Vietmeyer: Taking the Itch out of Poison Ivy in Span; April,-
1988). 

 
Glossary 

 
fall: American word for autumn. 

 
poison’ivy: Shrub or vine grown in parts of United States of America, which 
causespainful spots if brought into contact with a person's skin. 

 
We were planning to go to Ooty for our vacation. But our daughter was not 
keeping well. (Reason) 

 
Many people have been enquiring about Indira Gandhi National Open 
University. For this purpose, the University has opened an information 
centre. (Purpose) 

 
Let us list some of the expressions which serve as linkages for these specific types of 
causal relation. 

 
Result: as a result (of this), in consequences (of this), arising out of this. 

 
Reason: for this reason, on account of this, because of this, it follows (from this), on 
this basis. 

 
Purpose: for this purpose, with this in mind/view, with this intention, to this end. 

 
You will, perhaps, notice in your reading that while the phrases can be generally 
grouped rather distinctly under these three heads, the simpler conjunctives are not so 
clearly distinguished. 
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Examples : 
 
A : Mr. Katyal spends a  lot of  money buying crayons and  colouring-books for  his  
 
B: Oh I know why! So he could grow up into an artist too. 
(Reason) A : The Head sends a report every month to the Director . 
B : So, that's how he knows what's happening in the Department. (Result.) 
 
• Another type of conjunctive relation which is considered under the general 

heading of 'causal' is the conditional type. The difference between the two is; 
causal means: 'a, therefore b'.  
conditional means: 'possibly a, if so, then b'. 

 
A simple form of expression for the conditional relation is the word then. 
 

"And what does it live on?"  
"Weak tea with cream in it."  
A new difficulty came into A lice's head. 
"Supposing it couldn't find any?" she suggested 
“Then it would die, of course. " 

 
Other items are in that cases, that being flue cases, in such an event, if so, 
 
The negative form of the conditional is expressed cohesively by otherwise; 
 

I was not informed. Otherwise I would have taken some action. 
 
The meaning of the sentence above is: 'If I had been informed, I would have taken some 
action. Since I wasn't, I didn't.'  
 
 

12.6 TEMPORAL RELATION  
 
 
 
In section l6.3 you noticed how two sentences were linked sequentially, where the 
second sentence added to the information contained in the first sentence. The linking 
word(s) which connected the two sentences entered into an additive relationship. 
 
In this section, we shall again show you the relation between two successive sentences.  
But here the relation is in terms of sequence of time. This is known as a temporal relation.  
Let's look at some of the ways in which the temporal relation is expressed. 
 
• You probably know that three major divisions of time relationship may be set 

up.What are these? And what are the adverbials that signal the relationships? 
 
i) temporal ordering previous to given time-reference: Some of the forms that can 

be used to indicate a ‘previous' time reference are :  
 
 
 
 
 

 
We now live in Defence Colony. Previously, we used to live in PaharGanj. 

 
The weather cleared just as the party approached the summit. Until then they 
could barely sec anything because of the thick fog around them. 

 
Structure Words 
in Discourse-2 
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ii) temporal ordering simultaneous with given time-reference. 
 

In the sense of 'simultaneous' we have just then, at the same 
time,simultaneously, meanwhile, off this time, at this point/ moment, by this 
time. 

 
Several of the conspirators have hem arrested, but their leader is yet to be 
Identified. Meanwhile, the police are continuing their investigations. 

 
"... Oh, dear, what nonsense I'm talking!" Just at this moment her head struck 
against the roof of the hall, in fact she was now rather more than nine feet 
high, and she at once took up the little golden key and hurried off to the 
garden door. 

 
(From Lewis Carroll: Alice in Wonderland) 

 
iii) temporal ordering subsequent to given time-reference 
 

Some of the forms that you can use are: {and) then, next, afterwards, 
afterthat, subsequently. 

 
Examples: 
 
i) (Alice) began by taking the little golden key, and unlocking the door that led 

into the garden. Then she set to work nibbling at the mushroom till she was 
about a foot high: then she walked down the little passage: and then—she 
found herself at last in the beautiful garden. 

 
ii) In Europe, bread is usually made in five stages. The first is to make what is 

called ‘dough’. The yeast is mixed with sugar and water, and after about 
fifteen minutes it begins to 'eat' the sugar. Flour, fat and salt are then put 
together and the yeast mixture is added. All these ingredients are then pressed 
(or 'kneaded') with the hands for about ten minutes until they form a large 
ball of dough. After the dough has been made in this way, it is left to 'rise'. 
As the yeast continues to eat the sugar it makes the dough increase in size. At 
the third stage the risen dough is kneaded again and pushed into the shape the 
bread is to be. The dough must then be allowed to rise again, this time for 
about one hour. Finally, we come to the stage or baking, which takes about 
forty-five minutes in a hot oven. 

 
(Adapted from Keith Johnson: Communicate in Writing) 

 
Glossary 
 
dough/ dau/: a fairly firm mixture of flour, water, and sometimes sugar andfat, which 

can be cooked, to make things such as pastry, bread, or 
 

biscuits. 
 
yeast/jr:st/: substance used in brewing beer, and in the making of bread. 
 
You are already aware that there are five stages in the making of bread. What are the 
words / phrases in the passage above which link these five stages? These are Thefirst, 
After..., At the third stage, then, Finally. 
 
Some of the other conjunctive expressions which mark a series of events / points are 
:to begin with, first(ly), second(ly), third(ly), etc. mark particular positions in a 
series.Next, then, after this cannot occur initially in a series. Last, lastly, finally, to 
conclude can only occur in the final position. 
 
• There are also other expressions which are used to summarize the argument 

that the writer may have used. These often come at the end of the text, and 



 
may be used to conclude the argument. Expressions such as to sum up may 
conclude a text. However, in short, in a “word, to put it briefly, in all, may 
not necessarily come at the end of a text although they often do. 

 
Example 
 

One solution to the dangers of radiation is to protect the spaceship by putting 
some kind of shield around it. This was in fact done on the Apollo 
spaceships which landed on the moon. But this solution is not possible for 
longer journeys—to Mars for example—because the shield would need to be 
very large, and could not be carried. Another solution, not in fact possible at 
present, would be to surround the spaceship with a magnetic field to deflect 
the radiation. In all, we have to conclude that there is at present no complete 
solution to the problem of radiation. 

 
(From: Keith Johnson: Communicate in Writing) 

 
Glossary 
 
radi'ation: the sending out of energy, heat, etc., in the form of rays. 
 
shield: protective cover 
 
mag'netic field: an area which functions as a kind of magnet, and has the power to 
pull things towards it. 
 
de'flect: turn aside 
 
Check Your Progress 4 
 
Given below are extracts from various texts. Fill in the gaps with the most 
appropriate linking words indicating a causal or a temporal relation. The linking 
words/phrases are given below. The same word/phrase may be used more than once. 
 

so after secondly 
because thirdly otherwise 
firstly then just then 

 
Extract 1 
 
"Don't think, old man," he said aloud. "Sail on this course and take it when it 
comes." But I must think, he thought, it is all I have left. 
 
(From Ernest Hemingway :The Old man and the Sea) 
 
Extract 2 
 
'There was hardly any space for me next to my son. ...I decided to lean back against 
the window and sit through the night.' 
 
(From I'II Never Forget Your Kindness, Reader's Digest, March, 1988) 
 
Extract 3 
 
Now almost all societies have marriage, but there are wide variations in marriage 
systems. I will give three of the important areas of variation, and some details of each 
area. The three areas I shall deal with are: ... the number of mates each marriage partner 
may have;.....the locality of the marriage (that is, where do the newly 
married partners set up home?); and ...., what arrangements there are for the transfer 
of wealth after the marriage. Let me deal with each of these in turn. 
 
(Adaptedfrom J. E. Goldthorpe: An Introduction to Sociology, Cambridge University 
Press, 2nd ed. 1974) 

Structure Words in 
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Structure Words Extract 4  

 .... permanent dieting is hardly fun, many people prefer a crash diet. This can be not  
 only harmful to health but also self-defeating: . . just a day or two on a crash diet, the  
 body decides that famine has struck and defends itself by lowering basal metabolism  
 — precisely what you don't want.  

 (From Jeanie Wilson: 'How to Stay Thin After 25, Reader’sDigest, April, 1988)  

 Extract 5  

 Don’t skip breakfast (but make it a healthful, low cholesterol one).....‘ you’re more  
 likely to overeat later in the day; and you'll have less energy.  

 (From Jeanie Wilson: 'How to Stay Thin After 25, Reader’sDigest, April, 1988)  

 Extract 6  

 "Have some wine," the March Hare said in an encouraging tone.  
 Alice looked all round the table, but there was nothing on it but tea. "I don't see any  
  wine," she remarked,  

 "There isn't any," said the March Hare.  
 "...it wasn't very civil of you to offer it," said Alice angrily.  
 (From Lewis Carroll: Alice's Adventures in Wonderland)  

  Extract 7  

  "That will be a queer thing, to be sure! However, everything is queer today." ...she  
  heard something splashing about in the pool a little way off.  

  (From Lewis Carroll: Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland)  

    

  12.7  LET US SUM UP  
 
 

In this unit we have made you aware of the role of conjunctions and linking 
adverbials in a connected text. The role that these words play is seen in terms 
of 4 types of cohesive relations: 

 
• additive  
• adversative  
• causal 
• temporal 

 
You can now 

 
• recognize the functions of these words and the role they play in 

binding a text together.  
• use them correctly in your own writing.  

 

12.8 KEY WORDS  
 

'additive relation: giving additional information about the preceding text. 
ad'versativeappo'sition: contrary to expectation 
addition of a word or group of words to another as an explanation 
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causalrelationship: relationship between cause and effect  
con’junction: a word, or a group of words, that joins other words, clause, etc. 
con'trastive: showing a clear difference between two or more things when 
you compare them.  
co'ordinatingcon'junctions: conjunctions such as and, but, yet, or, nor, etc. which 
join parts of sentences, phrases, etc. which are of equal rank. 
se'mantic : relating to the meaning of words and sentences 
sub’ordinating  conjunctions:  conjunctions  such  as  though,  unless,  because,  etc. 
which join a subordinate clause to the main clause, e.g. Though he tried his best, he 
couldn't pass the examination. 
'subsequent: later, following 
'temporal : related to time  
 
 

ANSWERS  
 
Check Your Progress 2 
 
Extract 1 For example 
Extract 2 Furthermore 
Extract 3 And  
Extract 4 Or 
Extract S Nor 
 
Check Your Progress 3 
 
1) And/In fact 
2) However 
3) But 
4) Instead, Yet 
 
Check Your Progress 4  

Extract 1 because  
Extract 2 So  
Extract 3 firstly, secondly, thirdly 
Extract 4 Because, After  
Extract S Otherwise  
Extract 6 Then , 
Extract 7 Just then  

 
Structure Words in 
Discourse-2 
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