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2.0 OBJECTIVES

After going through this unit, you will be able to

. recognize that a word may have a number of different meanings related to
each other,

. recognize the different related meanings of a word used as the same part
of speech or as different parts of speech,

. recognize the different meanings of a word in different contexts in
standard English writings, and

. use words correctly in your own writing.

2.1 INTRODUCTION

One reason why your vocabulary may be poor is that you know only one of the many
meanings of a word. This has two disadvantages. First, your overall comprehension
of a passage of prose or a poem may be poor, because you are not able to grasp the
meanings of words from the context. Second, with only a few of the meanings of a
word known to you, your writing may also be poor.

In this unit, we shall deal with words that have a number of meanings usually related
in some way. In the next unit, we shall deal with words which may be spelt and
pronounced in the same way, but which are entirely different words with different
meanings.

In these two units, we shall not deal with all the possible meanings of a word.
For example, we may leave out some of the colloquial expressions, that is, those
used in familiar conversation but not informal writing. We shall also leave out slang,
that is, expressions that are not usually acceptable in serious speech or writing, for
example 'bread' for 'money’.

2.2  MULTIPLE MEANINGS AND EXTENDED
MEANINGS COMPARED

In Unit 1, you saw how a word could be used in a number of extended
meanings. Such extensions of the meanings of words can be unlimited, as they will
depend on the writer’s imagination and the number of different situations dealt with.



For example, the word /ight can be used as a noun with different meanings: Extension of Meaning

i) We don’t get any sunlight here.

i) Please throw some light on this matter (explain it).

iii)  Buddha was the light of Asia. (the one who brought spiritual knowledge to
Asians)

iv) "As soon as these questions are allowed to come into the light of day and be

examined in a rational spirit, it becomes very difficult to resist the claims of
justice ...” (be made known to the public) ,
(Bertrand Russell, 'A Scientist’s Plea for Democracy.)

In (i) above, light is used in its literal sense, but in the other sentences it is used in its
extended senses. There can be many more ways of extending the figurative use of
this word. But, though the extended senses are unlimited, the literal meanings of a
word are limited. We shall use the term 'multiple meanings’ to refer to the various
literal meanings of a word. For example, /ight used as an adjective:

1) Our baggage is light. (not heavy)
ii) He has been assigned very /ight duties. (not difficult)

Even though the meanings of /ight above are in some way related to each oak, they
are, in fact, used in different contexts. There may be some more meanings of this
word. Your dictionary will give them

Check Your Progress 1

Look at the following sentences. Say whether the italicized word is used in its
extended sense or in its literal meaning. Check your answers with those given by us
at the end of the unit.

i) Some people believe that the spirit of a man leaves his body after death.

ii) ‘We are going to put him (the snake) in spirit’.
(Khushwant Singh: The Mark of Vishnu)

iil)  Ranjit Singhji understood the art of the game of cricket.

2.3 RELATED MULTIPLE MEANINGS

We said in the last section that a word could have a number of literal meanings,
which were usually related in some way.

For example,

bearer: 1) a person who bears or carries, e.g. the bearer of this letter.
ii)  aperson who holds a cheque for the payment of money to himself.
e.g. the instruction on the cheque: ‘Pay or
bearer the sum of ’
ii) In Indian English the word is also used for a male servant,

particularly one who serves food.

All these meanings have a common element in the sense that the person carries
something, but the different meanings are associated with different contexts. 27



. Here are some more examples:
Understanding Vocabulary P

cap: i) a type of covering for the head
i1) a cover for the end or top of an object, e.g. Put the cap
back on the bottle.

In both cases, the cap is used to cover something.

fly (verb): 1) move through the air by means of wings. e.g. Most birds and
some insects fly.
ii) control an aircraft in flight. e.g. He was the first man to fly

that type of aircraft.

The common element is movement through the air .

nursery: 1) a place where small children are taken care of while their
parents are at work, shopping, etc.
i) an area where plants and trees are grown to be sold or

planted in other places.
In both cases, young things are taken care of.
Check Your Progress 2
1 Give two meanings of each of the following words and say in a few
words what is common to both. Check your answers with those given by

us at the end of this unit.

wire (noun)

bank (noun)

principal (noun)

bench (noun)
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Extension of Meaning

command (verb)

—%

2 Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with suitable words from the list
given below. Each word is to be used in two sentences. Check your answers.

bank (noun), book (verb), cold (noun), principal (noun), subject (noun).

i) We’ll have to you on a charge of speeding.

i) You'll get back the with interest.

1ii) It's nice to put on a warm coat and go for a walk in the

iv) Heisa of the United Kingdom.

V) We sat on the of a river.

vi) You'll catch if you don't put a coat on.

vii) The of the college gave a speech on this
occasion.

viii))  The flower beds should be separated by a

iX) Please a seat for me on this evening's flight to
Hyderabad.

X) His strange clothes were the of great amusement.

2.3.1 Multiple Meanings of a Word Used as the Same Part of Speech

When a word has multiple meanings even when used as the same part of speech, we
can make out the meaning from the context in the sentence or in the passage. The
meaning usually relates to a particular situation in life.

Example:

key (noun) 1) 'Around his neck he bore the key of his box.'

(Thomas Hardy, 'Midnight on the Great Western')
(an instrument for locking or unlocking a door, box, etc.)

ii)  Atthe end of the unit, there is a key to the exercises.
(something that explains or answers )

iiij The keys of the typewriter are jammed.
(the parts of the typewriter that are pressed down to produce
the impression of the letters or signs on paper)

iv) He sang it in a wrong key.
(set of musical notes)

The word key may have multiple meanings even when used as a verb.

Examples-,

1) The sitar has to be keyed properly to produce the correct

(the strings have to be tightened or loosened so that the right
notes are produced)

i) This factory is keyed to produce goods for the army. (made
ready or suitable)

24



) In all these multiple meanings of the word key, four as nouns and two as verbs, there
Understanding Vocabulary is a common element. That is, the meanings are slightly related. In all these cases the
word refers to an instrument or device to gain the desired result.

As anoun, ini)  the key unlocks a box,
inii) it gives the answers to the exercises,
in iii) the keys operate a typewriter ,
iniv) the word refers to a set of notes that make a tune.

As a verb, ini) it refers to the adjustment of the tension of the strings of an
instrument,
inii) it refers to the adjustments in a factory for a particular
purpose.
Check Your Progress 3

Look at the words below. Use each of them in sentences in different meanings but as
the same part of speech. Check your answers with those given by us at the end of the
unit. Use your dictionary, if you like.

column as a noun (4 meanings)

comb an a noun (2 meanings)

dry as an adjective (4 meanings)

square as a noun (2 meanings)
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dress as a verb (3 meanings)

2.3.2 Abstract and Concrete Meanings

Sometimes a word refers to both abstract and concrete things.
Example:

'We are going to put him in spirit.’

(Khushwant Singh: The Mark of Vishnu)

(concrete: 'methylated spirits used for preserving insects. etc.")
The spirit leaves the body after death.

(abstract: Soul)

Check Your Progress 4

Use each of these words as nouns in two sentences, once with an abstract
meaning and then with a concrete meaning. Check your answers.

force

green

Extension of Meaning
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2.3.3 Phrasal Verbs

In this section we shall deal, with verbs which acquire new meanings by the addition of
an adverb and/or a preposition. Such combinations are called phrasal verbs.

E.g. The verb fat can form the following phrasal verbs by an addition of
different adverbs and/or prepositions

i) Let's take up this matter with the Principal.
(verb + adverb) ( = discuss, raise consideration of)

i) Don’t be taken in by the false promises he
makes. (verb + adverb) ( = cheated; deceived)

1ii) The child fook to music like a duck to water.
(verb + preposition; sometimes called a prepositional verb)
(= conceived a liking for it; began doing it without difficulty)

iv) The government has taken over the coal mines.
(verb + adverb) ( - brought under its control and administration)

V) The plane took off to the skies.
(verb + adverb) ( - left the ground )

vi) Don't miss him for a fool.
(verb + preposition) ( = consider)

Check Your Progress 5

1 Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with suitable adverbs or
prepositions to form phrasal verbs:
1) Please take your coat.
ii) We have taken a new project.
1ii) I was taken a doctor because I had been able to cure
some people in the neighbourhood.
iv) Seeta takes her mother.
V) The old lady offered to take the homeless stranger.
2 Give the meanings of the phrasal verbs in the following sentences in a few
words. Check your answers.
i) Don't give in to the threats of the terrorists.
i) The engine gives off steam.

ii) They tried to cover up the evil dead.
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iv)  Lfell for the beautiful girl. Extension of Meaning

V) We'll see you off at the station.

Vi) ....he had once got ready precisely at the scheduled time to set out
on foot. ..."
Vii) 'In the Far Eastern gardens rocks stand for mountains.’

(Henry W. Wells: Shakuntala's Watering Pot)

Vii) 'But I decided that I should put him at ease, that I should assure
him that I would be clumsy no more, but try to become polished
and make up for my vegetarianism by cultivating other
accomplishments which fitted one for polite society.' (M.K.
Gandhi: An Autobiography)

Make two phrasal verbs from each of these verbs by adding adverb
or/and a preposition, and use them in meaningful sentences:

get

bring

show

put

round

28
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24 A WORD USED AS DIFFERENT PARTS OF SPEECH

You saw in the previous sections that a word could have a number of meanings
with some common element in them. Sometimes a word can be used as different
parts of speech, that is, with different grammatical functions, for example, both
as a noun and a verb.

2.4.1 Noun and Verb

In Section 3.3.1 we saw that a word like could have two or more meanings
related in some way even when it was used as the same part of speech. We shall
now deal with words which have different meanings as nouns and verbs, but still
related in some way.

Samples:

1) part (noun): Parts of this town are beautiful.

(verb) : 'Here I wasted ten minutes every day before a huge
mirror watching myself arranging my tie and parting my
hair in the correct fashion.' (M.K. Gandhi: A4n
Autobiography) (separating along a line with a comb)

i1) charm (noun) : ' and settled in like a charm' (Anita Desai: 4 Devoted
Son) (a magic spell) (verb) : She can charm you with her smile. (please; win over)

iil) couple (noun): "A Couple of years before the historic Salt March to Dandi, he
had once got ready precisely at the scheduled

time to set out on foot " (Pyarelal: One Perfect Act)

(two; a few).

(verb) : The train will be ready to leave when all the carriages
have been coupled.
(joined together)

Check Your Progress 6

Fill in the blanks in the following sentences by using the correct forms of the
words given below. Indicate in each case whether the word is used as a noun or
a verb. (Each word has to be used twice, once as a noun and once as a verb.)
pitch, race, litter, file, spell.

1) He usually the ball at the right place.
(Answer: pitches, verb.)

ii) The cricket is wet today.

111) Many thoughts through his mind when his son was in the operating
theatre.

iv) I wish to see his personal

V) You have to feed the cat and its

vi) He has the word wrongly.

vii)  She came first in the 100-metre

viii)  The magician cast a on her.

iX) Please this letter.

X) "The muddy ground was with crawling worms'.

(Khushwant Singh: The Mark of Vishnu)



2.4.2 Noun and Adjective

You have seen that a word can be used both as a noun and a verb and thus have
different meanings. Now we shall consider words which can be used as nouns
and adjectives.

Take these examples:

1) kind (noun) "...an offering of cash and had'
(in kind = using goods or natural products
rather than money)
(adjective) "It is well to be kind to the poor.' (Rudyard
Kipling: Kim).
i) negative (noun) The answer is in the negative. (no)
(adjective) The test gave a negative result.
(marked by absence of qualities )
1i1) sovereign (noun) The Prime Minister in Britain is appointed
by the sovereign. (king or queen)
(adjective) Ours is a sovereign state.
(independent and self-governing)
iv) general (noun) He has the rank of a General.
(the highest rank in the army)
(adjective) We are going to have a general election next
month. (throughout the country)
Check Your Progress 7
1 Complete this descriptive paragraph, filling in the blanks with the seven
adjectives given below:
stern, catholic, novel, perfect, invalid, faint, concrete.
Veeru has a look and people fear him But in fact, he means no
harm to anyone. He is a gentleman with
tastes. He loves to study the cultures of different countries. But he has
similarities with his father. He is short-tempered and is likely to
get angry at the slightest offence. At office he makes proposals
for a number of things, like a method of keeping records. He
was in the army once and claims to have been injured during a battle.
However, this has been found to be an claim.
2 Use each of the following words in sentences as two different parts of

speech having related meanings:
a) as nouns and verbs

address

cable

Extension of Meaning

30



Understanding Vocabulary

31

sound

b) as adjective and verb

close

Here are 4 short extracts from R.K. Narayan's the Guide. Read them
carefully and answer the multiple-choice questions given below.
Write a, b, or ¢ for your answer.

1) There was so much warmth in their approach that he began to feel it
was but right they should touch his feet; as a matter of fact, it
seemed possible that he himself might bow low, take the dust of his
own feet, and press it to his eyes.

i) He left his seat abruptly, as if he had been stung by a wasp, and
approached Velan.

iii) In that dark chamber, as the bats whirred about and the far-
off sounds of the village ceased, a great silence descended.

iv) It occurred to him that the best course for him would be to run away
from the whole thing.
Questions
1) The word right In the tint extract means
a) not on the left
b) proper
C) morally just
1) In the second extract /eff means
a) past tense of leave
b) not the right side
c) favoured the communist party

iii) In extract 3 dark means
a) evil



b) tending towards black
c) without light

iv) In extract 3 bats mean

a) flying mouse-like animals

b) batsmen

c) wooden sticks used for hitting the ball in cricket.
V) In extract 4 course means

a) movement in space or time

b) the path over which something moves

c) plan of action

Give an account of an interesting incident that you saw in about 200
words, using at least 10 of the following words as any part of speech.
Compare your answer with that given by us at the end of the unit.

light, spirit, fly, nursery, bank, principal, subject, book, key, comb, dry,
square, take (+ adverb or preposition), mass, digest, part, sound, conduct,
express.

Extension of Meaning
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2.5 LET US SUM UP

In this unit, you have learnt

* to recognize the different meanings of words in different contexts,
* to use words as different parts of speech, with different but related meanings, and
* to use words more effectively in your writing.

2.6 KEYWORDS

'abstract: separated from what is real or concrete

'adjective: a word that names a quality, or that defines or limits a noun
'concrete: existing in material form; that can be touched, felt, etc.
extended: enlarged

'multiple: having many parts or elements

noun: a word (not a pronoun) which can function as the subject or object of a
verb, or the object of a preposition

'part of 'speech: one of the classes of words, e.g. noun, verb, adjective
'Phrasal 'verb: e.g., go in for, put off, take a fifer
stress: extra force, used in speaking, on a particular word or syllable

verb: a word or phrase indicating what somebody or something does, what state
somebody or something is in, what is becoming of something or somebody.

ANSWERS

Check Your Progress 1

1) literal ii) literal iii) extended

Check Your Progress 2

L wire {noon)
1) length of metal drawn out into a thread.
i) a telegram.

A telegram is a message sent through a wire.
bank (noun)
i) a place where money is deposited and withdrawn on demand.

i) a place where reserve supplies are stored.

In both cases something is stored for use later.

principal(noun)
1) the person who administers and controls a school or college.
i) the money put into a business or lent, on which interest is payable.



The common element is the idea of being the chief(person/amount). Extension of Meaning

bench (noun)
i) a long seat for two or more people.
ii) The bench: the seat where a judge sits in court.

The common element is 'the seat'.

command (verb)

e.g. The officer commanded his soldiers to attack the city.
i) to deserve and get.
Great men command respect.

In both meanings, one has the right to get something (obedience or respect).

2. 1) book ii) principal iii), cold iv) subject v) bank vi) cold vii) Principal
viii) bank ix) book x) subject.

Check Your Progress 3

column (noun)

1) This building has a number of beautifully carved columns. (pillars)

ii) A column of smoke rose from the house. (anything looking like a pillar)

iii) In today's paper there is a four-column article on new books. (division of
a page)

v) A column of soldiers marched past that building. (a number of rows)

comb (noun)

1) You must use a comb to tidy your hair.

i1) The comb on the cock's head shook gently. (the red growth of flesh on
top of the head of a cock)

dry (adjective)

1) In dry weather, boys play cricket on this field. (without rain)

i) You can't get any wine in the hotels here. It’s a dry area. (where sale

of alcohol is not allowed)
i) I find history a dry subject. (dull)
1v) The clothes are dry. (not wet)

square (noun)

1) Can you draw a square with each side 10 cm. long?

ii) I'll meet you in the town square. (a broad open place at the meeting of
streets)

dress (verb)

1) I'll be ready in a moment; I'm dressing. (put on clothes)

i1) You'll have to dress the chickens before you cook them. (clean and

prepare for cooking)
i) You’ll have to get the wound dressed. (cleaned and covered)

Check Your Progress 4

force

1) abstract

He pushed the door with great force. (bodily power)

i) concrete

Both Army and Air force were employed to meet the attack. (groups of people
trained for military action)

green
1) abstract
Green is a nice colour for the background of this paining. 34
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ii) concrete
In summer, people gather on the village green. (smooth stretch of grass)

1) abstract

You need to face this angry mob. (Bravery, determination)

ii) concrete

He was wounded in the stomach and the surgeon had to put his guns back in.
(the bowels or intestines)

Check Your Progress 5
1 1) off, 11) up, 111) for, iv) after, v) in.

2 i)give in: yield
i) gives off: sends out
1i1)  cover up: prevent it from being noticed
v) fell for: fell in love with
V) see (you) off: go to the station with you when you are going on a
journey
vi) set out: begin a course of action
vii)  stand for: represent
viil)) make up for: compensate for.

3 get
we got onto a good start in our business.
The thieves got away with all our money.

brin,
It's gifﬁcult to bring down the prices once they go up.
You must bring up your children carefully.

show
Very few people showed up at the party.
Don’t show off, People don't like it.

Put through
They had to put through the ongoing movies.
Please put me through to Mr. Kaushal.

Round up
Let's round up the discussion.
The police were trying to round up the smugglers.

Check Your Progress 6

i1) pitch (n.), iii) raced (v.), iv) file (n.), v) litter (n.), vi) spelt (v.), vii) mcc (n.),
viii) spell (n.), ix) file (v.), x) littered (v.).

Check Your Progress 7

1 stem, perfect, catholic, faint, concrete, novel, invalid.

2 a)address
What is your new address7 (noun)
The Prime Minister addressed the large gathering (verb)

cable
A new telephone cable is being laid along the road here. (noun)
He called his wife to come soon. (verb)



b)

coil
The electric coil of the motor had got burnt up. (noun)
The snake coiled itself around the bone. (verb)

sound

Did you hear the sound of someone coming? (noun)

They sounded the alarm as soon as they knew about the prisoner's escape.
(verb)

close
Our office is close to the shops. (adjective)
Let's close all the windows. (verb)

i) (b)
ii) (a)
v) ()

Specimen Answer

An Interesting Incident

Yesterday, I was coming out of our local hank when I felt that my bag had
suddenly become fight. So I went back to look for what I might have left
behind. There it was, lying on the floor near the lockers. The book 1 had
been reading — a Reader's Digest volume. As I picked it up, my eyes fell on
a man trying to open one locker after another. I became suspicious. In my
hurry to inform the bank officers, I dropped the book again. The thief flew
off dropping the key from his hand. The bank officers sounded the alarm. 1
followed the thief to the market square and then to the nursery school. But
he had disappeared like a spirit.

The bank guards combed the area till they found him hidden under some dry
hay behind the nursery. They immediately caught him. They expressed their
thanks to me and left. For a week, the incident was the principal subject of
discussion at our house.

Extension of Meaning
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