
















































































































civilized habit of the hand every now and then operating for the same 
purpose when sitting in polished society.  

 
6. As if all this were not enough to make me look the thing, I directed my attention 

to other details that were supposed to go towards the making of an English 
gentleman. I was told it was necessary for me to take lessons in dancing, French 
and elocution. French was not only the language of neighbouring France, but it 
was the lingua franca of the Continent over which I had a desire to travel. I 
decided to take dancing lessons at a class and paid down £3 as fees for a term. I 
must have taken about six lessons in three weeks. But it was beyond me to 
achieve anything like rhythmic motion. I could not follow the piano and hence 
found it impossible to keep time. What then was I to do? The recluse in the fable 
kept a cat to keep off the rats, and then a cow to feed the cat with milk, and a 
man to keep the cow and so on. My ambitions also grew like the family of the 
recluse. I thought I should learn to play the violin in order to cultivate an ear for 
Western music. So I invested £3 in a violin and something more in fees. I sought 
a third teacher to give me lessons in elocution and paid him a preliminary fee of. 
a guinea. He recommended Bell's Standard Elocutionist as the text book, which I 
purchased. And I began with a speech of Pitt's. 

 
7. But Mr. Bell rang the bell of alarm in my ear and I awoke. 

 
8. I had not to spend a lifetime in England, I said to myself. What then was the use 

of learning elocution? And how could dancing make a gentleman of me? The 
violin I could learn even in India. I was a student and ought to go on with my 
studies. I should qualify myself to join the Inns of Court. If my character made a 
gentleman of me, so much the better. Otherwise I should forego the ambition. 

 
9. These and similar thoughts possessed me, and I expressed them in a letter which 

I addressed to the elocution teacher, requesting him to excuse me from further 
lessons. I had taken only two or three. I wrote a similar letter to the dancing 
teacher, and went personally to the violin teacher with a request to dispose of the 
violin for any price it might fetch. She was rather friendly to me, so I told her 
how I had discovered that I was pursuing a false ideal. She encouraged me in the 
determination to make a complete change. 

 
10. This infatuation must have lasted about three months. The punctiliousness in 

dress persisted for years. But henceforward I became a student. 
 

(from An Autobiography: The Story of My Experiments with Truth, Navjivan Trust) 
 

Check Your Progress 1 
 

a) i) How did Gandhi become interested in experiments in  diet?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ii) How did his friend try to 'reform' him and take him away 
from vegetarianism?  
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iii) How did Gandhi try to make up for his vegetarianism? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

iv) What changes did Gandhi introduce in his style of living in order to become 
polished? 

 
 
 

v) What things did Gandhi decide to learn in order to become an English 
gentleman? 

 
 
 

vi) What else did he have to learn to cultivate an ear for Western music? 
 
 
 

vii) How did Gandhi realize his mistake? 
 
 
 

viii) What was the main purpose of Gandhi's stay in London? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
b) Now look at Paragraph 1 of the passage again and answer these questions: 

i) Gandhiji says: Salt's book whetted my appetite for dietetic studies." To whet 
something (like a knife) is to sharpen it by rubbing it on a hard surface. 
Appetite is desire for food. What is the meaning of the phrase Gandhiji uses 
here? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ii) Howard Williams’ book was about 'humane dietetics. In what way is the 
word ‘humane’ different from ‘human’? And how are the two words related?  
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iii) Differentiate between philosophers and prophets.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
iv) Choose the correct answer. The book The Ethics of Diet tried to prove  

a) that vegetarians naturally became philosophers,  
b) that all philosophers were  vegetarians. 

 
 

 
v) Dr. Allinson's writings advocated that a regulated vegetarian diet could remove 

illness and disease. What word suggests this? 
 
 
 

vi) 'advocated' means  
a) fought in court for  
b) supported  
c) advised 
d) Which? 

 
 
 

vii) Distinguish between 'advocated' and 'prescribed' as used in Paragraph 1. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

c) Now read Paragraph 2 carefully and answer these questions: 
i) The word 'persisted' has been used twice in the passage-once in Paragraph 2 

and again in Paragraph 10. There is a slight difference in the meanings it has 
at the two places. What is it? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ii) Why did Gandhi's friend worry about his (Gandhi's) vegetarianism? Give 
two reasons. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

iii) The words 'constitution', 'crank', and 'course' have a number of different 
meanings. Give two meanings of each word, including the one which fits in   

59 the context of the passage and say which meaning it has in the passage. 
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iv) Differentiate between a restaurant and a hotel.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

v) Why did Gandhi call the waiter at the Holborn Restaurant? 
 
 

 
vi) Substitute one of the following words for 'summoned', keeping in mind 

the sense it has in the passage:  
a. asked to appear  
b. ordered  
c. called 

 
 

 
vii) What does the word 'theatre' mean in the passage here? 

 
 

 
d) Now study Paragraphs 3,4 & 5 in detail. Then answer these questions: 

i) Why did Gandhi's respect for his friend become greater despite 
their disagreement over the matter of vegetarianism? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ii) Give the various meanings of the word 'polished' and say which meaning 
is intended in the passage.  
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 iii)  What is meant by polite society in Paragraph 4? How does it differ from 
  polished society, referred to in Paragraph 5? 
    
    

    
    

    
 

iv) What does the word 'accomplishments' mean here? 
 
 

 
v) What did Gandhi do to become an English gentleman? 

 
 

 
vi) Look at the word ‘operating’ in Paragraph S. Does it mean (a) moving, 

(b) working, (c) cutting? 
 
 
 

vii) In Paragraph 3, you have the word 'tussle'. Which word in Paragraph 5 
means almost the same as 'tussle'? 

 
 

 
viii) Look at the phrasal verb 'make up for' in Paragraph 4. How does it differ 

from 'make out’, used in Paragraph 1? 
 
 

 
ix) Look at the use of the word ‘luxury’ in Paragraph 5. In what sense is it 

used here? 
 
 

 
x) What does the word ‘civilized’ mean in Paragraph 5? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

e) Read Paragraphs 6 & 7 and answer the following questions: 
i) Look at the expression 'to make me look the thing'. What does it refer to? 

 
 
 

ii) Why did Gandhi wish to learn French?  
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iii) Explain the phrases 'keep time' and 'keep off’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

iv) Give two meanings of ‘cultivate’. What is meant by 'cultivate an ear for’? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

v) What is the 'pun' in Paragraph 7? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
f) Read Paragraphs 8,9 & 10 carefully. Then answer these questions.  

i) What profession did Gandhi wish to join after his studies? What words in the 
passage indicate this? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ii) What did Gandhi finally realize would make a gentleman of him? 
 
 

 
iii) Gandhi realized he had been following ‘a false ideal’. What was it? 

 
 

 
iv) What was the 'infatuation' Gandhi says lasted about three months? 

 
 

 
v) In Paragraph 5, Gandhi talks about the great care he took to improve his 

dress and looks. Which word in Paragraph 10 refers to this?  
 
 
 

 

4.3 GERARD MANLEY HOPKINS: ‘SPRING’  
 
 
In this section, you are going to study the poem 'Spring' written by Gerard Manley 
Hopkins. Read it carefully and then answer the questions about the ideas contained 
in the poem. To answer these questions, you must understand the meanings of the 
words used. Hopkins (1844-1889) coined new words to describe his feelings and 
used some words which had remained unused in English for a long time. Many of his 
poems are about his feelings about nature and God. 
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The poem 'Spring' is a sonnet, that is, a poem of 14 lines. The first stanza of eight 
lines is called an 'octave', and the second stanza of six lines a 'sestet'. In the octave, 
he describes the lushness or richness of Spring, and in the sestet, he relates Spring to 
the childhood of man in Eden. He begs Christ to save children from sin. 
 

Spring 
 
Nothing is so beautiful as Spring— 

When weeds, in wheels, shoot long and lovely and lush; 
Thrush's eggs look little low heavens, and thrush 

Through the echoing timber does so rinse and wring 
The ear, it strikes like lightnings to hear him sing:  

The glassy peartree leaves and blooms, they brush 
The descending blue; that blue is all in a rush  

With richness; the racing lambs too have fair their fling. 
 
What is all this juice and all this joy? 

A strain of the earth's sweet being in the beginning  
In Eden garden-Have, get, before it cloy,  

Before it cloud, Christ, lord, and sour with sinning, 
Innocent mind and Mayday in girl and boy, 
Most, O maid's child, thy choice and worthy the winning. 
 
Glossary 

 
Eden: According to Christian belief, a place of perfect beauty and delight in the 
beginning of Creation. 
 
Mayday: the first of May, celebrated as a Spring festival. 
 
maid’s child: Christ, son of the Virgin Mary. 
 
In general, extensions of meaning occur more often in poetry than in prose, because 
a poet tries to convey his special experience to the reader through word-pictures. 
 
Let's study the extended meanings in the poem 'Spring'. Use your dictionary 
wherever necessary. 
 
Check Your Progress 2 
 
a) Read stanza I, and answer these questions: 

i) What does the word 'wheels' in line 2 indicate? 
 
 

 
ii) Which two words indicate the beauty of the weeds? 

 
 

 
iii) Look at the word-picture 'Thrush's eggs look little low heavens'. Why does 

the poet describe the eggs as 'little low heavens'? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

iv) Which two words suggest that the thrush's song purifies or cleans 
the listeners? How?  
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y) Which words tell us that the thrush's song is sharp and clear? 
 
 
 

vi) In what sense are peartree leaves 'glassy'? 
 
 
 

vii) Which four words in the first stanza show that there is a movement and 
excitement in this season? 

 
 
 

viii) Which word indicates that the sky appears to be coming down? 
 
 
 
b) Read stanza 2 and answer these questions:  

i) What does ‘juice’ mean here? Is there a word in stanza 1 that has a 
similar meaning? How are they related?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ii) Why is Spring compared to the beginning of Creation when man lived 

in Eden? 
 
 
 

iii) Which three verbs indicate that the joy of Spring will lose its freshness 
and vitality as a result of the sins committed by man? 

 
 

 
iv) What period of man's life does 'Mayday' refer to? 

 
c) Each of these spellings represent at least two words that are homonyms. Form 

sentences to illustrate two meanings of each: 
i) fair 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ii) leave  
 
 
 
 

 
64 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
65 

 
iii) spring 

 
 
 
 
 
 

iv) strain  
 
 
 
 
 
 

v) strike  
 
 
 
 
 
 

4.4 LET US SUM UP  
 
In this Unit, we have given you practice in the study of 
• passages of prose and poetry,  
• the special meanings conveyed by words when used in their extended senses,  
• the word pictures created by the writer,  
• the different meanings words have in different contexts, and  
• the difference between homonyms.  
 

4.5 SUGGESTED READING  
 
Dictionaries 
 
Paul Proctor, Chief Editor, Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, Longman. 
 
Hornby, A.S. (2003) Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English, 
Sixth Edition, E.L.B.S. and Oxford University Press. 
 
Autobiographies 
 
M.K. Gandhi: An Autobiography: The Story of My Experiments with Truth 
 
Jawaharlal Nehru: An Autobiography 
 
R.K. Narayan: My Days 
 
Poems 
 
G.M. Hopkins: 'God's Grandeur' 
 
G.M. Hopkins: 'Pied Beauty' 
 
John Keats: 'To Autumn'  
 

ANSWERS  
 
Check Your Progress 1 
 
a) i) He read a number of books on vegetarianism. Salt's book first aroused his 

interest in the subject. Then he read some books by other authors. 
 

ii) His friend invited him to go to the theatre. Before that they were to dine 
together. The friend thought that Gandhi would eat whatever was served to 
him because he would be too shy to enquire what was being served. 
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iii) He decided to cultivate accomplishments that would make him fit for 
polite society 

 
He made changes in his clothes and hair-style. 

He decided to learn dancing, French, and 

elocution. He had to team to play the violin. 
 

He realized that he did not have to spend a lifetime in England and 
elocution and dancing would not be of much use to him. 

 
He had come to London to study and qualify for the Inns of Court, i.e. 
to become a barrister.   

b) i)It means that the book by Salt increased his interest in dietetic studies. 
 

 'Humane' means 'based on considerations of human kindness'. Humane 
dietetics thus means the study of a diet system which does not include 
animal flesh as food because it involves the slaughter of animals. 
'Human' has the general sense: 'concerning man'. The relationship of 
the two words is clear. They both refer to the feelings which human 
beings are supposed to have. 

 
iii) 'Philosophers' study the nature and meaning of human life and the path 

to goodness. A 'prophet', according to the Christian, Jewish and Muslim 
religions, is one who believes he has been directed by God to explain 
His (God's) will. Pythagoras was a philosopher and Jesus was 
considered a prophet. 

 
(b) 

curative 

(b) 
 

'advocated' means 'spoke in favour of; supported'. 'Prescribed' means 
'ordered or gave something as a medicine or treatment for a sick person' .  

 
     i) In Paragraph 2, it means 'continued firmly in spite of opposition'. In 

Paragraph 10, it means 'continued to exist'. 
 

ii) First, he thought Gandhi would develop a weak constitution. Second, 
he thought Gandhi would never feel at home in English society. 

 
iii) Constitution 

 
I the body of laws and principles according to which a country 

is governed. 
 

2 the general condition of a person’s body or mind. 
 

3 In the passage, the word has the second 

meaning. Crank 
 

1. an apparatus for changing movement in a straight line into circular 
movement. 

 
2 a person with very strange, odd or peculiar ideas. 

 
3 In the passage, the word has the second 

meaning. Course 
 

1 a complete body of studies in a college, university, etc. 
 

2 any of the several parts of a meal. 
 

3 In the passage the word has the second meaning. 
 

iv) A restaurant is a place where food is sold and eaten. A hotel is a 
building where one can stay by paying a certain amount of money per 
day. In India, 'hotel' is often used to mean 'restaurant' also. 
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He wanted to enquire if the soup served to him was a vegetable soup.   
(c) 

 
It means a place where plays are staged. 

 
d) i)Because Gandhi realized that his friends attempt to take him away from 

vegetarianism arose out of his love for him. 
 

ii) ‘Polished' means: 'made smooth and shiny by continual rubbing; made less 
rough and more graceful'. The second meaning is intended in the passage. 

 
iii) 'Polite society' refers to a society in which people have or show oneness of 

feeling, interest in the arts, and refined manners. 'Polished society' is one in 
which people speak and behave in a graceful manner. 

 
iv) It means things successfully completed. 

 
v) He bought new clothes at Army and Navy Stores, an expensive hat, and an 

evening suit made in Bond street. He learnt the art of putting on a tie and 
spent ten minutes in front of a mirror every. day to arrange his tie and part 
his hair in the correct fashion. 

 
(b) 

struggle 
  

'make up for' means 'to compensate for', 'make out' in Paragraph 1 
means ‘to prove by arguments'. 

 
ix) 'luxury' here means 'something that is not considered necessary but 

provides great comfort'. 
 

'civilized’ in the passage means 'related to a developed society with a 
higher level of education and manners'.  

 
e) i) It refers to Gandhi's attempts to become an English gentleman. 
 

ii) Because it was the language used all over Europe and it would be 
necessary for him to know the language in order to travel on the Continent. 

 
iii) 'keep time' means 'to follow the correct time in music and dancing', 'keep 

off means 'to prevent from coming'. 
 

iv) 'cultivate' means (a) to grow crops, (b) to develop by training. 'To cultivate 
an ear for music' means 'to train oneself to appreciate music'. 

 
v) There is a pun on the word 'bell'. The first 'Bell' refers to the author who 

wrote the book on elocution. The second 'bell' comes in the phrase 'the bell 
of alarm' and means 'something that gives a warning'. 

 
f) i)  He wanted to become a barrister. 'The Inns of Court' mentioned in the passage 

mean 'the law societies in London to one of which an English barrister 
must belong'. 

 
His character.   
That he should become an English gentleman by wearing English clothes 
and learning dancing, elocution and French. 

 
iv) His fondness for English ways of dress and behaviour. 

 
v) 'punctilious'. 

 
Check Your Progress 2 
 
a) i)The weeds growing in circles. 
 

ii) 'lovely' and ’lush'. 
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iii) The eggs are greyish blue in colour and have a curved surface like the sky, 

but they are small and low, compared to the sky, which is vast and high. 
 

iv) 'rinse' and 'wring'. 
These are the actions we perform when we wash and clean our clothes. 

 
v) 'it strikes like lightnings.' 

 
vi) They are transparent and shining. 

 
vii) 'brush', 'rush’, 'racing' and 'fling'. 

 
viii) 'descending'. 

 
b) i) It means vitality and freshness. The word 'richness’ in stanza 1 has a similar 

meaning. When trees and plants put forth new leaves and flowers, they are 
filled with juice, that is, they are rich in sap.  

ii) Because in Eden everything was as fresh as the plants, the birds, and the 
animals in Spring.  

iii) 'cloy', 'cloud', 'sour'. 
 

iv) To his youth. 
 
c) i) fair — The girls of Kashmir are/air and lovely. 

I bought sarees and baskets of fruit at the/air. 
ii) leave -The train leaves Delhi at 6 p.m.  
  I have applied for a day’s leave. 
  The springs of our car need to be replaced. 

iv) strain - 
There are hot water springs in Rajgir. 
He strained himself by overwork. 

v) strike - 
You must strain the tea before adding milk. 
The workers have gone on strike to press their demand for 

  higher wages. 
  Strike the ball hard so that it goes to the boundary.  
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