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14.2 ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AND ITS
OBJECTIVES

In Gandhi’s Constructive Programme, education was given a significant place as a means
of social regeneration. Gandhi particularly stressed on education in health and hygiene as
a hallmark of a healthy society. Explaining as to why he laid special emphasison it, he
deemed it necessary for everyone to know and observe ihe laws of health and hygiene.
He insisted that everyone should 'breathe the freshest air day and night' and that our
‘water, food and air must be clean’; he also insisted on keeping one's own surroundings
with the same threefold cleanlinessthat one desires for oneself” (Constructive Programme,
pp.19-20). Gandhi envisioned that kind of education, which would promote character-
building and mora superiority in an individual. He also wanted that education should be
imparted through arts and crafts;, thus this scheme of education promotes local
entrepreneurship and credtivity.

Education, especially related to natural environment, is essential in order to inculcate
respect towards nature and its habitat. Nature is a precious source of resourceson which
the entire habitat is dependent. Any harm to nature in the form of excessive extraction,
injudicious use and abuse of resourcesis detrimental to the survival of the humankind.
If one has to have respect for this nature, the foremost important element is to know
about it. This becomes possible only through right education that inculcatesmoral approach
towards treating the nature as a key to our life. The ancient gurukuls or abodes of
education worked much in tandem with nature with pristine surroundings; there was
abundant greenery around, and the atmosphere was free from any pollution. Over the
ages and with the onset of the industrial revolution and its ill-effects, this respect more
or lessdiminished. The ill-effects have reached such proportionsto as to call for the need
to impart education in the realm of nature and environment. Initialy, this education was
deemed as part of biological science and Life Sciences in particular. As the importance
of environment and its sphere expanded, a new discipline on environmental education
became a necessity and was introduced in many educational institutionsl schools and
universities. Today, its relevance is being realised by al the nationsaround the world; as
mentioned in the preceding lines, it has become an important curricula to be imparted to
the learners.

Environmental Education

By environmental education, we may imply that education, which makes us aware of our
nature, the natural surroundings, and the associated problems and the overall relationship
of mankind with nature. Ecology and humankind are closely intertwined. Both have had
a harmonious correlation for many ages. Unfortunately it resulted in disharmony due to
heavy industrialisation and human desire for materialisticwants and enjoyment. The prime
objectives of environmental education are as follows:

e To understand the interdependence of al life on this planet.
® To understand as to what constitutes sustainable development

® To increase the awareness of how humankind lived in harmony with nature and how
the equation has been reversed of late.

To make people active participants in the conservation of ecology
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e Towork at al levels to conserve nature so that its resources could be used most
judicioudly.

Thefirst Intergovernmental conference on environmental educationwas held at Thilisi in

the year 1977 and worked on the objectives of the mentioned area of study. These

indude:

e Creating awareness on environment and its problems;

e Promote basic knol||(ledge and understanding of the environment and itsinterrelationship
with man;

e Socia valuesand attitudes which are in harmony with environmental quality;
® illsto solve environmental problems;
e Ability to eva uatq environmental measures and education programmes; and

® Appropriate actions to solve environmental problems to create a sustainable
environment.

To put it in more cleer terms, according to the Centre for Environment Education, this
subject is the education about the environment, for the environment and through the
environment. This edueation enables us to understand the natural system works, increases
one's awareness about environment, and provides a clear understanding how the human
activitiesaffect the enviromment. It also makes us understand the significance of nature
by giving us a practical experience through field surveys and visits and gives us a direct
experience of nature in our life. It also fosters in us a sense of responsibility towards
environment; helps in designing new methods to sustain it; and most importantly, it enables
us to adopt a new lifestyle pattern that is compatible with nature.

14.3 PRINCIPLES OF ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION

|
Asin other disciplines, education in environment too has its guided principlesand practices
that need to be kept in mind while imparting the said education. The principlesguiding
thisdisciplineinclude the following points:

e Environmental education is interdisciplinary in nature and is a life-long process.

It includes a thoraugh understanding on part of the teachers as well as learners and
is meant for all sections of society.

® The approachesta this study are manifold, from local to global level.

® |t needs a thorough involvement of all and considers every aspect of environment
from its historicd perspective to potential dangers to damage-control measures.

® |t needs appropriate planning and development of eco-friendly measures.

The prime necessity of education is to ensure heritage protection, both historical as well
as environmental. Thf Matural environment has limited resource capacity. Therefore, the
loss of habitat is as ™uch threatening to the society as the loss of heritage. Infact,
heritage cannot be cle**'fied as something historical; environment is also a part of it. The
loss of biodiversity hd®pots, animals like Tibetan antelope, extinction of even previously
sighted birds like spa™bws- is al loss of our immense heritage. Therefore, the first and
foremost principleis tp ensure heritage protection.

Ay
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Secondly, the incessant harm to natural habitat is as much a violation of rights as a
violation of human rightsagainst individuas. Denid of right to life with dignity and respect
is essential for the survival of mankind. Similar is the case with animal and plant species,
these beings have an equal right to survive on this planet earth. Therefore, it is man's duty
to protect not only himself but also the species on earth that are crucial. Education
enables one to understand these aspects and live in harmony with nature.

Most importantly, it is important to have knowledge regarding environmental auditing.
Environmental auditing refers to the assessment of ‘comprehensive project accounting,
utilizing money values of gains and costs coupled to long-term accounts of environmental
and social advantages and dangers of particular management decisions. The knowledge
regarding environmental auditing has an unequal reach. While the developed world has
made progress in this, the developing world has not yet taken a serious view owing to
several factors. Prominent among these are the inability to cope up with extreme poverty
levels, coupled with maximum extraction of natural resourcesfor development purposes.
For example, in India, dams have been regarded as temples of progress. The costs
involving such constructions are assessed only in economic terms and the human costs
are never considered. The human costs include displacement; loss of home and land;
social, economic and emotional trauma that is to be suffered due to loss and so on. If
the ultimate aim of education is to ensure the welfare of mankind, it is necessary to seek
education that successfully blends man and nature. These are the basic principles on
which the environmental education is based.

14.4 ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION ON GLOBAL
AGENDA

One of the most important aspects of environmental education is to ensure sustainability.
As Wals and Jickling put it, ‘teaching about sustainability includes deep debate about
normative, ethical and spiritual convictions. This education should not be limited to
certain cliched concepts but to broaden the understanding of the subject and sensitise
people to adopt sustainable ways. The foremost challenge of this education is whether
this subject mould one's thinking into adopting sustainability as a way of life. For the
mankind that is in perpetual reach out to materialism, sustainability makes no meaning.
The challenge, therefore, is to how to disentangle oneself from this and adopt a lifestyle
that is in tandem with nature.

Theissueof sustainability in education figured prominently in the United Nations Conference
on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro in 1992. The Agenda 21 did mention
on this subject in its principles. It stated that the educational focus could include the
reorientation of education towards sustainable development, the increase of public
awareness of environmental issues and the promotion of environmental training among
educators, as well as the more obvious and basic suggestion of improving the provision
of basic education.

The Thessaloniki Declaration of UNSECO in 1997 intended to indicate that all subject
areas must address environmental and sustainability issues that was further endorsed by
the Economic Commission for Europe (United Nations, 2004). It was widely recognised
that academics need to incorporate and integrate the ideas on sustainability in the curricula
and hold it as a core value. Many universities across the world have tried to work out
the modalitiesrelating to the environmental education and introduce them as core component
in the curricula.
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The participants in the Johannesburg Earth Summit, 2002 recommended that sustainable
development needs to be located in all educational and disciplinary domains. Some of the
recommendations were provided in the Summit Report as follows:

1. We, the representatives of the peoples of the world, assembled at the World Summit
. on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg, South Africa, from 2 to 4 Seplember,
20012 reaffirm our commitment to sustainable development.

5. Accordingly, we assume a collective responsibility to advance and strengthen the
interdependent and mutually reinforcing pillars of sustainable development- economic
development, social development and environmental protection at the local, national,
regional and global levels.

11. We recognise that poverty eradication, changing consumption and production patterns
and protecting and managing the natural resource base for economic and social development
are overarching objectives of and essential requirements for sustainable development.

116. Education is critical for promoting sustainable development.

121, Integrate sustainable development into educational systems at all levels of education
in order to promote education as a key agent for change.

124, Support the use of education to promote sustainable development. including. ..(d)
recommend to the United Nations General Assembly that it consider adopting a decade
of education in sustainable development, starting in 2005,

With these developments, the inchision of environment as a core component in education
was deemed as necessary. Many educational institutions are now stressing on the
importance of environmental education in order to promote sustainability.

14.5 ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION IN INDIA

There is no age or target group limit for those who are interested in education in
environment. [t 15 meant for people of all ages, all groups who directly or indirectly
depend on the environment or those who take policy decisions on environment that has
long-lerm effects. This education is much easier to impart if it is done in an organised
manner, with different methods and approaches from time to time and through creating
awareness about its need at all levels- local, national. regional and global. In India too,
like in other parts of the globe, environmental education has come to be regarded as an

important component of education.

The National Policy on Education, 1986, endorsed that ‘there is a paramount need to
create consciousness of the environment. [t must permeate all ages and all sections of
society, beginning with the child. Environmental consciousness should inform teaching in
schools and in colleges. This aspect will be integrated in the entire educational process’.
Even the Supreme Court passed on orders regarding introducing the cumiculum creating
awareness about environmental issues. It had also directed the University Grants
Commission (UGC) to introduce & basic course on environmental education so that it is
introduced at the college’ university level although the country.

At the national level, the Ministry of Human Resource Development and the Ministry of
Environment and Forests have been working towards including the knowledge on
environment part of education process. Similar efforts are being made at the State level
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towards this objective. Some of the non-governmental organisationsare aso involved in
this task wherein they have been taking initiatives to increase awareness on environment,
through training programmes in schools and colleges; various events are being held to
promote awareness on the extinction of some animals and the need for efforts to restore
them.

Accordingly, the school and college/ university curriculum have included environmental
education in their syllabi. Apart from that, to ensure the attention of students from a much
younger age, various competitions- debates, elocutions, essay writing- are being held to
heighten the environmental awareness. All these have made a definite impact on the
awareness levels among the younger generation.

14.6 GREEN INITIATIVES

Green initiatives pertain to those initiativesthat are taken to restore and conserve nature
to its pristine unigueness. The agencies involved in this include governmental and non-
governmenta agencies, academics, scientists, business houses and so on. These initiatives
are away of affirmation not to harm nature in anyway- be it directly or indirectly. The
initiatives are taken to protect the plant andanimal species as their rightsto survival are
widely recognised. The aim of environmental education is to bring about a positive
outlook towards environment and take up pro-environmenta actions. These include creeting
a love for nature and taking up measures to nurturing it.

Most of the educationa institutionsall over the world are usually located in green areas,
with some of them even declaring their campus as green zones. In the ancient times too,
the gurukuls were located in pristine forests and surrounded by natural wilderness.
These have become the traditional atmospheres of learning for most of the educational
ingtitutions. For example, Shantiniketan, started by Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore, is
based on an environment-basedway of life. The focus of this ingtitution is on harmonious
association between nature and. man. His conception of curricula involving visua and fine
arts was very much in consonance with nature. There is a celebration of every season
and ceremonial tree planting. It is a perfect example of environmental education and
sustainable way of life that could be emulated by all.

Further, to cite another example, Mahatma Gandhi's ashrams also reflected a natura way
of life that was predominantly eco-friendly. His advocacy of smple living and high thinking
suggested completely a different pattern of living. He wanted Indiato be a role model
to the world in this respect. In the contemporary times where pollution has become a
way of life, Gandhi's and Tagore’s models offer new aternatives.

The need of the hour is to make students aware of the natural resources and their
importance and stress the need to restore nature to its original form. Ethical standards
need to be set in this sphere too and remind one all to follow this benchmark towards
conservation of nature. Today, even the business houses, as a duty towards corporate
responsibility, are following these standards and are making strides towards this end.

Some of the green initiatives could be taken up at not only the individual level but also
at the community level. These include the following:

1. Adopt the strategy of reduce, re-use and recycle: This 3 Rs are prominent in the
waste management process. Reducing means minimising the waste material; re-use
pertains to converting the'material into useable source; recycling helps in making the
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product available f* use once again. For example, paper could be recycled and put
to use for various ["rposes.

The waste material om the domestic use may be converted into organic compost.

Segregating the we*" into degradable and non-degradable so that recycling could
be taken up.

Limiting the use of Platic material as plagtic is de-solublein many cases and difficuit
to recycle. Plastic #kes many a year to decompose.

The disposal of garbage for effective management of waste and not littering the
waste are nec to maintain cleanliness.

Trying to choose products that are recycled.
Avoid use of pesticides as they are harmful for environment.
Checking the trangLort vehicle periodically for* non-pollution purposes.

Create awareness about biodiversity to friends, family and the underprivileged who
do not have much knowledge about it.

Reduce the use of wood products.
Report incidents of tree felling to authorities concerned.
Make space for parks in resident colonies and work place areas.

Install rain-water harvesting system for better use of water that would otherwise go
wasted.

Planting of seeds, trees and taking care of them consistently.

Allot specific days for environmental awareness activitiesin the local communities
and colonies.

Promote environmL:ntal sengtivity.

Undertake campaigns against environmental degradation.

Encourage planting of trees and campaign for the same in one's locality.

Grow terrace garden where necessary and use potted plants for decoration.
While visiting hill areas, try not to litter for they are more prone to degradation.
Take jute or clotl{x bags while shopping instead of packing itemsin plastic bags.

Encourage and fllow limited use of paper. More use of paper means more felling
of trees.

If need be and if feasible, use recycled paper.
Do not use plastic sheets for gift-wrapping.

Take active participation in heritage walks for they increase our awareness about our
heritage areas and environmental conditions.
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Volunteer as much as possible to conserve nature and join the organisations that
encourage it.

Do not bother or tease animals when visiting zoos and wildlife parks. It isaviolation
of ther rights to peaceful living in their areas.

Make space in balcony or terrace for birds and leave food or water for them.
Do not use leather bags or products for they are made out of animal skins.

Do not use ivory products as the elephants are killed for ivory and the tusks are
forcibly pulled out frem their bodies.

Open spaces at home and office may be used for placing creepers for they enhance
the ambience of the surroundings.

Reduce the amount of water that is used on every day basis. Water should be
conserved through limited usage.

Do not run taps on full force. Do not leave the taps half closed.

Re-use the water meant for washing vegetables before cooking. This could be used
for watering plants.

The leak spots may be filled from time to time to avoid unnecessary wastage.

Do not push through the plastic bags through drains. They block the water flow and
accumulate sewage that is unhygienic and harmful to health.

Do not throw plastic bags into rivers after religiousrituals. They pollute the river.

Do not use chemica paintsfor idols during festivals. Immersion of these into rivers
and ponds pollutes them with poisonous substances.

Take measures for energy conservation like turning off fans and lights when not in
the room.

Use CFL bulbs for energy conservation.

Encourage and use solar energy and install the necessary equipment.

Cut down heavy usage of dectrica appliances. Buy those appliancesthat are energy-
efficient.

Position the chairs and sofas to the window side for more usage of natural light.

Try to use public transport as much as possible; discourage use of private cars that
consume fuels on a large-scale.

Wak short distances instead of using vehicles.

Use bicycles for variation; they are the best-eco friendly vehicles.
Avoid usage of outdoor decorative lights.

Ensure access to safe drinking water.

Maintain hygienefor better health.

Try to follow a rigorous schedule containing eco-friendly measures.
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Most of these above-mentioned points could be followed when one improves the
awareness levels. These are necessary part of education at home as well as outside. They
enable one to become a responsible and environment-conscious citizen and contributein

one's own way to the environmental conservation in our society.

14.7 SUMMARY

The follow-up of most of the green initiatives is possible when one is inculcated ethics/
moral values from a na¢ent age. One has to realise that nature is our capital and that
we need to restore it an¥ cost. Thisway, we would be able to ensure enough resources
for our future generations. For this, one needs to be educated in the right way; for it is
the education that ensures a careful usage of resources. It is only when one has the right
knowledge and strong will, the environment would find caretakers. We can neither misuse
our resource base nor leave the future generation to the unmerciful consequences of our
acts right now. Education fills in this gap; therefore, it is necessary that one needs to
learn, promote and enccurage wise usage of environmental resources and ensure a peaceful
life on this planet.

14.8 TERMINAL QUESTIONS

1 How does education‘ contribute to environmental conservation?What is its outreach
today? |

2. What are the obj echres and principles of environmental education? Discuss them at

length.

3.  What are the initictives taken by the global community to promote environmental
education?

4. What is the status of environmental education in India? I's our country supportive
towards this educaion?

5. What are the green initiatives that one could take up for ensuring effective
environmental cons%rvati on? Enlist some of them.
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15.1 INTRODUCTION

""To serve our villages ii‘; to establish Swarg. Everything else is but an idle dream™.

! Mahatma Gandhi

To Gandhi, Indialivesin its villages. In order to restore life in India through political
independence, social and moral regeneration and economic self-sufficiency, Gandhi set
out the task of undertaking the Constructive Programme. This was a blueprint of India
of his dreamswherein he,dreamt that every single individual, unto the last man, would
attain real swargj. His interaction with the villagers during his tours of the country made
him realise the dire status of the villages and sought to mitigate whatever the existing
maladies through socia regeneration. Since the mgority of the population lived in villages,
Gandhi propounded his idea of the economic and socia revival of the villages which
topped his priority list; infact, he took it up as his life mission to revive the pristine glory
of the villages and sougllt to inspire his associates and co-workers towards this end.
Upon witnessing the diffichies faced by the most deprived sections of society, he proposed
many a change so that sweeping reforms could be undertaken to attain the real Gram
Swargj. He wanted to replicate the success of the Phoenix and Tolstoy Settlementsin
India. These settlementserved as exemplary models of self-sufficiency and caring for
nature. He found that his #xperiments with community life, which he carefully nurtured in
these settlements, were of great value and realised their importance. People in these
settlements were engageg in all kinds of work- doing manual labour, cooking, tending to
agriculture and developi |g the skills through crafts. He wanted these experiments to be
repeated in the Indian context so that his vision of Gram Swara) would become a redlity.
Some of the main features of his concept of Gram Swara) were as follows: village
republics with self-sufficiency, decentralised units, trusteeship, swadeshi, basic education,
bread-labour, full emp]aoy_ﬂnent, equality and harmony. He wanted to achieve al thiswhile
keeping in view the sengtivities of nature and its limited resources. In away, his concept
of gram swaraj was a su€cessful combination of real development without any reliance
on machinery; it was more of living in concord with nature.



Grant Swaraj and Ecological Development (Climate Change) 143

Aims and Objectives

After going through this Unit, you would be able to understand
® The concept of gram swaraj and its significance;

® The substance of Gram Swaraj in tandem with nature;

e Theimportance of Village self-sufficiency and self-reliance.

15.2 VILLAGESIN INDIA

Gandhi was much inspired by the tenets of vedic life and the ashram life they propounded
thereof; following this redlisation, he thus wished to realise a village community throughout
his life. Accordingly, the Phoenix Settlement and Tolstoy Farm in South Africa were
established and these came close to realising his concept of community life. His ideas and
thoughts on village life in India were not conceived at that time due to his prolonged stay
in South Africa. Only after his return to India in 1915, he undertook an extensive travel
of the country upon the advice of his political guru Gopal Krishna Gokhale. In India, he
made his first attempt at Sabarmati ashram. He later founded and developed his ashram
at Sevagram. Gandhi was much disillusioned with the ills of modem civilisation and the
consumerism it promoted unmindful of the needs of the villages. In a way, his ashrams
were more or less attemptsat bringing back a generation that went off course under the
blitz of modem Western industrial and consumerist culture and also to bring in an ideal
village that would be replicated as a model for the seven lakh villages (the number of
villages during Gandhi’s time) and prove-the efficacy of living in harmony with nature. It
may be noted that the ashrams were more of precursors towards realising his concept
of Gram Swaraj and efforts towards encouraging and patronizing the village and cottage
industries. John Ruskin’s work and its influence have already been discussed in other
lessons and courses. What immediately prompted Gandhi was the point "' That a life of
labour, i.e., the life of thetiller of the soil and the handicraftsman, is the life worth living'*.
Gandhi based his concept of Sarvodaya on this point, realising the importance of
development of all, upto the last man. He espoused bread labour for al; in his farmsin
South Africa, everyone contributed by doing their share of manua labour. Education
through vocational training was also given to the young people.

In India, during his travels, Gandhi observed that people in the villages lived in a miserable
state due to under-development and with few options of employment. In fact maority of
the population lived in villages. But due to much apathy of the officials concerned, these
villages were characterised by factors such as poverty, unawareness, starvation, lack of
sanitation and unhygienic conditions because of which there were widespread diseases.
The colonia rule greatly dtered the existing innocence and sdlf-sufficient nature of villages,
thus converting them into dungeons of poverty and diseases. The natural resources of the
villages were thoroughly exploited to satiate the wants of the empire. Further, it led to
widespread destruction of village life and culture which were dowly becoming the hub of
western and modem life. The resources of the country were so ruthlessly exploited that
they became scarce in the country side thus forcing the population to move away to
urban areas in search of employment. The colonial rule disturbed the very rural life
mitigating its ancient customs and way of life and the unexpected transitionsto urban life.
India's very culture, society and economy faced ondaught from the British rule that used
the latter as a source of extraction of revenue.
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15.2.1 Gandhi's Foncept of Ideal Village

Gandhi was perturbed at the condition of the villagesin Indiaand felt an urgent need to
transform the scenario for the betterment of the same. He engaged his close associates
like J.C.Kumarappa to take stock of the situation and survey the needs of the villages.
He could foresse the nemesis of what was to come if the situation prolonged persistently.
It is in this context he remarked that if villages perish, India will perish too. He formulated
his own ideas that would work for the welfare of the villages and make them a centre
of self-sufficiency and self-reliance. He also encouraged his associates to strive towards
village development and give them a new lease of life. He redlised that only when villages
become independent from such miserable conditions, India would achieve its rea freedom.
He also came up with his rural and social regeneration plans which he so effectively put
in the Constructive Pragramme and its implementation towards village reconstruction.

The development of villages and its industriesinvolved an dement of nationdism according
to Gandhi. He wanted ® rural economy, polity and society wherein all the needs of the
people are met within thiy village itself. He greatly believed in becoming rural-mindedand
village-minded if India were to make progressin the real sense. Gandhi said that, ‘when
we have become village-minded. we will not want imitations of the West or machine
made products, but we will develop a true national taste in keeping with the vision of
a new Indiain which pauperizm, starvation and idlenesswill be unknown' (Constructive
Programme).

According to Gandhi- #n ideal village is possibleto realise when one developsa sense
of self-sufficiency ad depend more on indigenous culture and economy. It would
automatically lead to PPorna swaraj as envisaged by him. His establishment of ashrams
was away of reiterating the importance of living a rural life, wherein one would realise
the needs of the fellow brethren and not blindly serve the interests of the colonial
masters. Gandhi's establishrnent of a community settlement first at Kochrab and then on
the banks of the Sabarmati river prove the point in discussion. These ashrams were more
or less exemplary models of village development and community life embedded with
harmony, casting away the factors like colour, creed, caste etc,.

To Gandhi, villages served as the base of the Indian culture, customsand traditions. At
the same time, he was mindful of evil practices like untouchability that proved to be
obstacles in the realisation of complete independenceof the nation. Gandhi wanted to
achieve Sarvodaya, the upliftment of all; in today's terminology it conveys the meaning
of the inclusive growth wherein al the sections of the society should get benefits of the
development. Villages would enable one to live with a spirit of village republic, self-rule
by the villagers, where one can live with dignity, freedom and a sense of national pride.
Life in the villages wauld encourage bread-labour, spinning, craftsmanship and cottage
industries; as everyone would reap the benefits, they would live in harmony with each
other. His Constructive Programme dealt extensively with his ideas on women
empowerment, total independence, self-sufficiency, promotion of village industries, cattle-
keeping, nature-cure, hygiene, compost making, organic farming, eradication of
untouchability, encouragement of cropping patterns, agricultural and irrigation practices.
Gandhi idealised a life of mutual caring and sharing, concern for each other, and living
in tandem with natur% as the base of the village life.

Gandhi construed his image of a village as having the following features that are eco-
friendly to a large extent: *An ideal village will be so constructed as to lend itself to
perfect sanitation. It will have cottages with sufficient light and ventilation built of a
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material obtainable within a radius of five miles of it. The cottages will have courtyards
enabling householdersto plant vegetablesfor domestic use and to house their cattle. The
village lanes and streets will be free of al avoidable dust. It will have wells according
to its needs and accessibleto all. It will have houses of worship for all, also a common
meeting place, a village common for grazing its cattle, a cooperative dairy, primary and
secondary schools in which industrial education will be central fact, and it will have
Panchayats for settling disputes. It will produceits own grains, vegetablesand fruit, and
its own Khadi. Thisis roughly my idea of a model village' (Harijan, 9-1-1937).

15.3 SELF-SUFFICIENCY OF VILLAGES

From the historical evidences, one can find that India had had an organised settlement
system wherein the basic needs of the small settlements or villages or janapadas were
met through measures of salf-sufficiency. Also from its historical descriptions, one can
gauge the extent of autonomy or sdf-reliance that was in existence from times immemoria.
The villages had their own system of governance with an organised hierarchy; self-
sufficiency was the hallmark economically; it thrived with cultural vibrancy; and had an
absolute system of justice that was delivered by the most eminent people occupying
responsible position/status in the village and society. One stuck to one's own mora duty
and followed the path of righteousnessin all spheres of life. Unfortunately, the colonial
rule gradually eroded the system that was much organised in every wak of life, The
colonia rulers, for their own convenience in mattersof governance, gradually ended then
existing decentralised system of governance and replaced it with centralised policiesto
have an absolute control over the subject colony. This new system gave way to top-to-
bottom approach in governance as against the system of development from the roots.
Therefore, the foundation on which the traditiona Indian system thrived was shaken away
completely and led to an overall collapse of the coherence in governance.

Gandhi, who widely travelled through the length and breadth of the country, was aghast
at the underdevelopment and massive levels of poverty that engulfed the entire stretch of
villages although. For the first time, he witnessed the redlity that plagued India- a redlity
ridden with uneducated masses, with unhygienic conditions of living, with little or no
employment or involved in bonded labour as in the indigo farms at Champaran. He was
aso horrified a the mammoth levels of ignorancethat people were afflicted with and their
uninhabitable conditions in their surroundings. Gandhi encouraged his associates and
followersto teach the villagers basic hygiene and make them aware of their conditions
through a system of simple but apt education. He could be credited for turning the elite
leaders of the Congress towards a life of absolute simplicity and sincerity. Stalwart
leaders like Dr.Rajendra Prasad and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel are notable examples in
this context. The former stood by Gandhi in his fight against the British in the Champaran
digtrict to mitigate the sufferings of the indigo farmers and the latter effectively conducted
Satyagrahaon Gandhian principlesto relieve the masses from unreasonabl e tax-paying
system in Gujarat. Through their immense dedication and steadfast work, they transformed
the simple villagersinto bands of Satyagrahis, actively engaged in the freedom struggle
of the nation. It is to be noted that these |eaders remained committed to the grassroots
levels of work and strived for achieving real progress even in the post-Gandhian era.

Gandhi wanted his idea to be implemented not with a spirit of violence but with a sense
of mutual co-operation and everyone should contribute voluntarily to work for the same
for the common good. Gandhi was well aware of the problems existent in the Indian
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villages. He deplored the unhygienic and insanitary conditions under which the villagers
chose to live and appealed to them to turn the villagesinto gracious hamlets. He would
rather make the task of vi®iting the villages a refreshing experience. This would enable
the city dwellers to realise the importance of villages and contribute effectively for their
betterment. He further reit*rated that it is not impossible to achieve thisided village. As
he said, 'to model such # village may be the work of a lifetime. Any lover of true
democracy and village life can take up a village, treat it as his world and sole work, and
he will find good resuits. He begins by being the village scavenger, spinner, watchman,
medicine man and schoeol-master all at once' (Harijan, 26-7- 1942).

154 GRAM SWARAJ

What Gandhi envisaged I:'y freedomin itsreal sense was the Sarvodaya and Swargj of
the village and subsequer'!ly, the nation. His idea of the Indian society was based on the
development of village w"tern with' the village as the basic unit. To him, it constituted redl
Gram Swargj. He wanted that the villages should show the way to others as to how to
live a harmonious life and make it sustainable by protecting its resources with utmost care
and concern. He wanted everything to be produced on an indigenousbasis and distribute

the benefitsthereof. His Fasic principles of Gram Swara] include:

1. Supremacy of Man- Full Employment

Body-L abour
Equality |
Trusteeship !
Decentraisation |
Swadeshi

Sdlf- Sufficiency

Co-operation

© © N o g bk~ wW DN

Satyagraha

10. Equdlity of Religion
11. Panchayat Raj

12. Na Talim

|72}

The above points have already been discussed at length in one of the previous Units and
need no elaboration here.

Gandhi, once in communication with Jawaharlal Nehru, wrote to the latter that ‘My
village today livesin my| imagination...He (villager) will not lead hislife like an animad in
asqualid dark room. Men and women will live freely and be prepared to face the whole
world. The villageswill hot know cholera, plague or smal pox. No one will live indolently
nor luxuriously'. He funther stated that ‘Man is not born to livein jungles, bt to livein
society. To ensure that one person does not ride another, the basic unit must be imaginary
village or group that remain self-sufficient, and within the group there needsto be
mutual dependence. This way of thinking provides a picture of the relationship among
human beings inhabiting the entire world'.
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Gandhi's gram swarg] was considered as utopian in nature but on close observation, one
can conclude that it could be constructed as the right course considering India's huge
numbers of village population and in the contemporary times, the massive migration from
the villages to the cities in search of employment. As Khoshoo and Moolakkattu remark
in their work that, ‘from a close study of his (Gandhi's) thoughts, one would conclude
that he would have liked the governance in villages to be bottom-up and not top-down;
self-defined and not stranger-defined; to produce basic goods and not non-basic goods,
fulfil basic-needsand not luxury-needs. Products should have use values and not exchange
values; production should be need-oriented and not greed-oriented; production should be
by masses and not mass-production; and the approach should be pluralist and not
singularist’ (p.57).

Gandhi categorically stated his views on gram swargj thus: 'independence must begin at
the bottom. It follows, therefore, that every village has to be self-sustained and capable
of managing its affairs...the government of the village will be conducted by the Panchayat
(village council)..these will have dl the authority and jurisdiction required...the greater the
power of the Panchayats the better for the people. It is the function of the Panchayats
to revive honesty and industry. It is the function of the Panchayats to teach the villages
to avoid disputes, if they have to settle them. If we would see our dream of Panchayat
Raj, i.e., true democracy realised, we would regard the humblest and lowest Indian as
being equally the ruler of India with the tallest in the land.. .this presupposesthat all are
pure or will become pure if they are not...and purity must go hand in hand with wisdom'
(cited in Ibid., pp.57-58).

Gandhi reminded us time and again that we are moving away from the roots by neglecting
our villages. To him, the improvement in the conditions of the people living in villagesis
the hallmark of development. 'Till today', he said, ‘we worked in a wrong way- we did
all our work in cities and formulated dl our schemes keeping cities in view. We stayed
away from village folk, hence they have so far regarded their privations as the result of
divine wrath and could think of no other causes. Institutions of public service should be
Jlocated among the people, be partners of their joys and sorrows and render service by
spreading knowledge among them' (Navagjivan, 12-4-1931; CWMG, vol.45, p.391).

Gandhi’s ideas on gam swara) and their implementationhad certain shortcomings. Though
Gandht’s ideas were much practicable, even in his own times, many of his associates
found them difficult to.put into practice.

® First and'foremost reason was that the ideas did not find enough leadership at the
local level. The planning and implementation of ideas was mostly done through
external |eadership by someone not familiar with the village conditions.

e Secondly, for an average man and woman, these ideas became impracticableas they
failed to reach the standard set by Gandhi in his scheme. Be it because of their
occupational status or lower levels of spiritual and intellectual thinking, they were
unable to inculcate the ideas to the core and thus failed to implement them.

® The amount or volume of work done was minimal in many avillage, as it became
subjective to various factors that did not coincide with the scheme as envisaged by
Gandhi.

® The village workers faced much criticism especially when if came to issues like
untouchability and insanitation. The villagers were reluctant to the idea of accepting
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the deprived sections as their brethren and lacked equanimity to dl: They could not
reconcile o the idea of eradicating untouchability'in the absence of sustained motivated
leadership to do a0,

# The insanitation issues too faced flak as the villagerswere unable to live up to the
standards of good sanitation and hygiene. They, in turn, vented their reluctance and
anger on the village workers who attempted to enforce such work.

arks that Gandhi and his co-workers had pre-conceived notions
of the conditions prevailing in the villages and the work to be done. Rather than
seek to familiarise themselves with the problems unique to each village as concelved
by the villagersthemsdves, the gram sevaks would often impose Gandhi's experimental
theories outright on illiterate people. Y adopting an attitude of superiority in their
dealings with the villagers, and by preaching a preconceived gospel of salvation,
many gram sevaks merely succeeded in alienating those they were sent to serve
(p.184).

® Even the workers themselves became disgruntled with the attitude and response of
thevillagers and were dissatisfied with the task of meeting up to Gandhi's expectations.
They voiced dissatisfaction with Gandhi's concern for quality of work, purity of
spirit, and the duty of bread labour apart from the approach to the problems of
poverty and exploitation (Ihid,.).

® Most imporantly, his ideas had few takers from the Congresswho failed to convert
his ideas into practice. Aware of their own status and importance, it became difficult
for the leaders and congress workers to become first and foremost a gram sevak
and then assume a prominent role in matters of national importance.

Thus Gandhi's ideas remained utopian as some would say even before a wholehearted
attempt was made to implement them: Gandhi himself was displeased with the pace of
work taken up by the workers and could not fail to notice the lack of enthusiasm among
many of them to work towards the goal of gram swarg.

Nevertheless, we cannat afford to ignore the fact that many of Gandhi's views and ideas
regarding the scheme of 1deal village and gram swaraj rightly coincide with the contemporary
discourse on ecology and environment. Due to unsustainable growth of urban areas that
arc facing enormous pressure because of mass migration of villagers to the city, the
villages have become less important and with little or no support systems available; these
too have become victi™s of unsustainable growth and development. As Khoshoo and
Moolakkattu remark, *his philosophy of Antyodaya (welfare of the weakest) leading to
Sarvodaya (welfare of 21) will remain central to all anti-poverty and land-rehabilitation
schemes which are es**ntially based on combinations of healthy cropland, grassiand,
woodland, agriculture, 8hima husbandry (fisheries included), forestry, and permutations
and combinations of these. Agri-pastoral, silvi-pastoral, agri-silviculture and agri-silvi-
pastoral systems are all relevant to the situation in Indian villages' (p.58). To interpret it
today's world, all these have been sustainable forms of livelihood and led the man to
contentment in his occcupation. As the industrial revolution brought in machinery and
technology, these have been used excessively to displace manua labour, leading to mass
unemployment and poverty. It is fime to revive the traditional or indigenous system for
our own benefits if we have to make this planet sustainable and habitable.
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155 SUMMARY

Gandhi's ideas on villages, gram swaraj and his views against excessive use of machinery
are worth considering even in today's world. What he suggested was once taken as
primitivism but it is being widely recognised all over that his views have immense value-
in terms of pursuing a sustainablelivelihood, living standardsand an organised way of life.
Today we are dangeroudly living on the brink of many ills- from pollution of &l sorts to
the dangers of nuclear disasters, apart from counting the natural disasters. Gandhi’s idedl
village and gram swargj serve as exemplary modelsif we have the willingnessto follow
them. He expressed his views on everything from the ventilation of the house to the
system of justicethat is necessary to make the villages self-sufficient and sustainable. He
showed his through his remarkable examples from his own life that if willing, man can
make his life peaceful by adherence to truth and non-violence. These are not merely
principles. These can be taken as guidelinesfor the present and future generations and
extend them to one and al- dl living beings on this earth. This may be taken as the most
viable ways to achieve rea progress and ecologica development.

15.6 TERMINAL QUESTIONS

1. Briefly describe the conditions of the villages in India during the British rule.
2.  What is Gandhi's concept of ideal village?

3. Discussat length Gandhi's views on Gram Swarg.

4

How does the self-sufficiency of the villages lead to national development?Write in
your own words.
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16.1 INTRODUCTION

Natural resources and their conservation are necessary for human and other being survival
on this earth. Without these resources, it would be difficult to maintain the ecological
balance and sustainable development India has been home to following many a traditional
system and knowledge that developed over the ages. These were the tools through which
generations effectively conserved the natural resources. Today technology plays an important
role but in those communities and generation survived without any dependence on
technology. Yet they venerated and worshipped nature so that nature, m tum, could give
them immense benefits for their livelihood. This Unit on Case Studics provides the leamers
with two exemnplary case studies and discusses at length as to how the traditional knowledge
systems could be effectively used towards conservation of natural resources even in this
technological era. These are exemplary because they could be replicated anywhere using
our age old raditions and most importantly, they do underline Gandhian principles o
achieve their ends.

Aims and Objectives

After going through this Unit, you would be able to understand

e Theimportance of traditional knowledge systems

e The importance #)f community-based management of resources

e The signiﬁcance)of using traditional methods to conserve our natural capital.

16.2 COMMUNITY-BASED MANAGEMENT OF
RESOURCES

Eminent scientist a‘j environmentalist, Prof- Madhav Gadgil, observesthat ‘an important
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element of a prudent management of our natural resources would be the reestablishment
of community management systems for common property resources. Such systems
functioned well in pre-British India, but were largely destroyed when the British abolished
all community control, converting rights into mere privileges. This served to transform
waters and lands previoudy well-managed by communitiesinto no-man's lands and waters
subject to abuse by all. In spite of this afew examples of good management of community
resources, including forest Panchayats or small tank water-sharing systems persist to this
day. Reviving them in a form appropriate to present-day conditionsis required, taking
into account the abolition of traditional socia hierarchy and enhanced population pressure.
The key liesin a reestablishment of the relaticn between the control over and the use
of resources (Ecological Journeys, p.134). He suggests that we need to set up a network
of conservation areas all over the country in order jo effectively combine resource
management with ecodevelopment. Most importantly, he observes that the traditional
system wherein the power distribution percolates down to the local communities so that
.there is a respect for nature as a human habitat.

With liberaisation, India's economy opened up and has become home to many a business
houses and multinational companies. The pressure related to trade and business has
become enormous and the government, in order to meet the development goal's, hasbeen
extending extreme cooperation to these business interests. In the process, the natural
resources are being injudicioudy extracted and used; unfortunately, these are serving the
interests of only the narrow and affluent sections of society, leaving many a poor and
deprived groping in the dark even to meet their basic requirements like food and shelter.
The creation of special economic zones and fertile-land acquisition has become a norm;
the populationin the rural areas are now gradualy realising their rights and are protesting
againgt the big companies exploiting their resourcesin an unsustainable manner. Some of
the movements where the communities have fought such businessinterests include Chipko
movement, the fight of the villagers of Plachimadain Kerala against the business giant
Coca Cola to secure their water conservation rights, protest against using the Western
Ghatsfor commercial purposes (Silent Vdley case) and so on. Of late, some of the local
communitieshave been protesting in Odisha (erstwhile Orissa) against mining and efforts
are on to address their interests and end the uncertainty over the prevalence of business
Vs community interests. In order to protect the business interests, there have been efforts
from the government to keep the people away from asserting their rights and prevent
them from participating in the local governance matters/ issues or having their say in the
developmenta project implementation.

Nevertheless, the increasing levels of awareness and the growing number of activistswho
are ready to work along with the local communitiesin their areas have, to a great extent,
brought about enormous changes in the levels of participatory management. The local
communitiesare now waking up to the ills of the unsustainable and inequitable devel opment
Issues and are asserting their rights. While development in any region bringsalong itsown
advantages, the ensuing disadvantages tend to outweigh the advantages in most of the
cases. Therefore, campaigning at the local levels has become immensely important to
balance the pros and cons of many of these projects. There have been calls to al the
sections of the population like academics, scientists and officials and workers of non-
governmental agenciesand civil society groupsin order to bring about equal measure and
representation of all the sections,of the society. Ultimately, everyone gets affected due to
erroneous decisions regarding the developmental projects; therefore, it becomes the
responsibility of one and all to work towards correcting these errors and take recourse
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to the right path of devel®pment. To quote Prof. Gadgil again, 'good decisions on the
environment can only emerge at the appropriate iocal scale through a bottom-up process
of informed decision-making’ (p.206). He cites the example of Kerala Sastra Sahitya
Parishad that was instrum€ntal in the Silent Valey Hyde Project. They effectively took
lead in generating awareness among the population regarding the disadvantages of the
project and incessantly campaigned to save the precious Western Ghats from the ondaught
of the commercial uses; it serves as one of the best examples of resource mapping and
participalory resource managemaent.

16.3 WATER HARVESTING |IN ARID RAJASTHAN

This case study gives an insight into the arid Rgjasthan state where rainfall levels are low
and the water levels are dismal. Nevertheless, the state has made significant gains with
the revival of johads for water harvesting. [t aso emphasisesthe superiority of traditional
knowledge systems aver the inappropriate use of technology.

16.3.1 Water Management

Wetlands, ponds and tanks make up for the traditional forms of water management.
These store water especially following rains making them the most viable forms of water
storage. These teaditional systems have been ignored for long, leaving no comprehensive
data regarding their existence. Nevertheless, these are in operation in many states including
Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Maharashtra, Bihar and Rajasthan to name a
few. These served the purpose of minor irmgation and local consumption. It is important
to mote that the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), World Wide
Fund for Nature (WWF) and the Ramsar Convention {1971-89) emphasise the significance
of wetlands and their reclamation and management, The Government of India, in 1989,
formed a National Commission on Wetlands and planned to implement them via four
Acts of Parliament: the Wetland Conservation Act (1972); the Water Act (1974); the
Forest Conservation Act {1980); and the Environment Protection Act (1986). But the
data available on the water tanks is rather insggnificant; the minute data available does not
show more than an average of 30% in the water tank management. The tanks are not
only economically profitable, as Sharma says in his study (1997) but also ecologically
resourceful for drainage, storage, charging wells and reducing flood havocs. With the
disappearanceof these tanks, the be wells came up and the tank lands were encroached
by the local authorities or sometimes even the government. Sharma suggests that two
approaches help in the protection and regeneration of the traditional system: (1) Ecosystem
approach to irmigation tanks: villages and everything around the tank are to be considered
as parts of the tank system and not vice versa. Therefore, everything needs conservation
and development in a haolistic fashion and not sectordly. (2) Treating all water bodiesin
one genre, oné umbreiia, one taxonomy and extending the system approach to them:
wherever water can be impounded from loss by whatever means or policies it should be
done, thus extending the approach to all water bodies. The following section examines
at length the traditional johads and water harvesting in the state of Rajasthan.

16.3.2 Water Harvesting and Traditional Johads

In 1985, in-the arid region of Rajasthan, especially in the Alwar District, the excessive
drawing of ground water for crop production resulted in its shallow water table aquifers
dwindling to very low levels, aslow as 100-120 meters. With either salty water surfacing
or the aguifer too deep to draw water, only 11% percent of the land remained under
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single cropping and 3% in double cropping in the Alwar district. The forest cover,
including the Sariska Tiger Reserve, too witnessed shrinkage of around 7% that is 6, 500
sg. km. There was massive migration of the villagers to other places as the villages no
more provided employment. The farmers could neither grow much food nor fodder or
pasture; even the fuel wood for any need was unavailable. Since the region mainly
‘comprised of the deserts, and with no water available, the climate became unbearable.
The rains (with an average of 16-50 cm per year) came in 3-4 high intensity events in
7-10 days rainy season, leaving behind many lands thirsting for water. There was no
vegetation or crop cultivation for want of water. It is out of this desperation that the
" traditional methods of johads were revived, which continuesto go stronger year by year.
Dr.Anupam Mishra, an eminent expert on traditional water harvesting system in India,
observes that, 'hundreds and thousands of traditional, small reservoirs did not appear all
of a sudden from the blue in Indiain older times. For each promoter of tanks, there were
tens of people who actually worked on these tanks. These ones and tens combined to
make hundreds and thousands. But a society brought up on superficial modem education
that it has acquired in the past 200 years, has reduced these tens, hundredsand thousands
into non-entities.

Johad, popularly known as pond in the other parts of the country, is a traditiona system
of water storage especially to meet the water needs in the non-rainy seasons. They are
not just relevant but vital sources of water conservation. These are simple mud and
rubble barriers built across the contour of a slope to arrest rainwater. These structures
have high embankments on three sides while the fourth side is left for entry of rainwater.
The shape of johad is in concave and resembles a crescent shape. The height of the
embankment is such that the capacity of the johad is more than the volume of run-off
coming from the catchment. This is based on a rough estimation of maximum possible
run-off that could come into it. The height of one johad varies from another depending
on the site, water flow, pressure etc,. The cover area of johads varies from 2ha to a 100
ha in Alwar. The estimation is based mostly on the villagers own experiences and
intuitions, devoid of any physical or engineering measurements. The point at which the
pressure is more, the width at the base is increased by 2-3 times that of the normal. In
some cases, a masonry structure is made for the outlet of excess water. To prevent the
johad from being trampled upon by cattle, the inner side is constructed vertically up to
a height of 5-7 feet from the base. Thereafter it is made to slope outward.

The water collected in the johad during monsoon is directly used for irrigation, drinking
and other domestic uses. For irrigation, the water is either pumped or taken to the field
through unlined contour channels. The advantage of this structure, apart from arresting
and storing rainwater, is in improving the moisture level at sub-soil level in the field,
particularly in downstream areas, which recharges groundwater and wells.

Johads are not mere structures for the local community. They have cultura significance
too. Most of the ceremonies take place around these structures. The johad is worshipped
with the birth of a child in the family; the house is cleaned with water from the johad;
after the wedding ceremony, the newly married couple takes a salutary walk around
johad; the bride's family contributesin a nomina way to the maintenance of the johad;
the last rites of a person take place near johads. Small temples adorn the johad premises
as it not only offers a sacred atmosphere but also enables people to take alook at the
johad and assess if it needs repair or maintenance. The Tarun Bharat Sangh, headed by
Shri Rajendra Singh, was instrumental in reviving most of these johads.
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The first johad took thr%e years to build; 50 johads were built in the fourth year; a 100
were built in the fifth y¥ar; and by 2001, around 1000 of them were built. In total, over
5000 structureswere bt in 1058 villages across Ragjasthan. The construction involved
advice and supervisior from the village elders and communities who had traditional
knowledge and wisdom as their main qualification. From the designing of the structureto
the identification of the|site, from the contribution of the cost to the maintenance work-
all structures were built as need-based and easy to maintain. Resultantly, water was
available in abundance; the conditions of the soil improved; there were better vegetation
and crops; increased the forestation levels and helped in supplying water to the wildlife
area.

It is important o note the progress of the region from the following paragraph: 'Prosperity
returned to the region, agriculture became more productiveand due to availability of
fodder, cattle-rearing started, resulting in increased production of milk. Higher water
levelsalso meant less money on diesdl for pumpsets. In 1985 only 20% of the agricultural
land was cultivated, naw it is 1%, and villages have started selling surplusgrainsin
market for the first ime in many years. Johads are extremely remunerative; studies have
shown that an invesment of Bs.100 per capitaon a johad raises the economic production
in the village by as much as Rs.400 per annum’. Further the importance of community
life was reiterated through this: 'As villages mobilized themselvesto improve their quality
of life by building johads, this participation of the people enable the community to
become self-reliant by optimizing socid cohesion and emotive bonding in the community’
(Rajendra Singh, The Waterman’s Journey, Rashtriya Jal Yatra, pp.6-7). This success
further led the Tarun Bharat Sangh to organise the Jal Yatras so as to spread the
awareness of water conservation and its benefits and also the revival of traditional
knowledge systems and practices. The Jal Chetna Yatras emphasised that we should
strive for linking people to nvers than interlinkingrivers. Loca communities can play an
active role in achieving this goal.

164 RALEGAN SIDDHI

‘Ralegan is nol just & story of change as a result of access to water. It represents
remarkable economic, social and community regeneration, only realisableunder a strong,
selfless, ethical and accountable leadership, which enforced a principled value system to
bring about behaviourzl change. Since the rural poor are dependent on natural resources
for their livelihoods, natural resource conservation and access to water are central in
poverty alleviation strategies. The Ralegan model reinforces the normative principles of
human development — equity, efficiency, sustainability and peopl€e's participation - all of
which were realised. The human development strategy seeks to fulfil people's potential
by enlarging their capabilities, and this necessarily implies their empowerment to participate
actively in their own development’ (Mehtaand Satpathy, p.4). Raegan Siddhi isavillage
located in the acute drought-prone and rain-shadow zone of Parner Tehsl of Ahmadnagar
district, in central Maharashtra. This village has an area of 982.31 haand has erratic and
scanty rainfall, ranging between 450 and 650mm (Government of Maharashtra). The
village geis rain on approximately 35 days of the year (CSE, nda). Of the total area of
Q80 ha, the village does not get around 300 ha for the purpose of cultivation. The quality
of the soil is poor and the water does not percolate down during the rainy season. Like
in any other village, agriculture is the maip source of livelihood for the people here.

With no means to ha*'vest or store this resource, the village had little vegetation or crop
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cultivation. The rainwater that was collected was sufficient to cultivate only one crop on
300-350 acres of land out of a total 2200 acres of land available in village. Mgjority
of the families had to survive only on square med in aday. With meager or no employment
opportunities and in the absence of enough food production, the villagers turned to
brewing liquor in order to meet thel ends and thus the number of breweries rose to
almost 35 in such scarcely populated village. The helplessness and desperation arising
from poverty, severe debts and unemployment forced the villagersto follow this course.
Further, consumption of alcohol became a norm with the men and the circumstances
provided an excuse for such habits.

Anna Hazare, one of the inhabitants of the village, after a brief stint with the army
returned to his village and was horrified by the pathetic conditions prevalent there. He,
therefore, decided to dedicate his life for socia cause in 1975 and undertook this task
from his own household. Swami Vivekanandas philosophy and thoughtsdeeply influenced
him and he was determined to bring about a change by entirely changing the existing
scenario. He was much impressed by the work of Late Mr. Vilasrao Salunkhe in 1972,
wherein he started experimentsin the watershed development and management in villages
near Saswad in Pune district and gained reputation for his work. Hazare, upon a visit to
one of the villages, saw the entire project being successfully carried out and decided to
replicate it in his village. This visit changed the course of his life and others' too.

Hazare's visit to the office of the then Director of Agriculture, Mr. Dikshit, made his
mission possible as he expressed his intention to work for the improvement in the village
condition by taking up the water harvesting project. The latter surveyed the village and
was convinced that the topography of the village was suitable for undertaking the watershed
development programme. The watershed development work in the village began under
Hazare's supervision at different sites although the day. He drew people to participate
actively in the task for their own collective good. Around 48 nulla bunds, 5 cement check
dams and 16 Gabion structures have been constructed. The villagers also undertook the
job of fodder development, continuous contour trenches and loose boulder structures on
500 acres of land. The work helped in the conservation of rainwater in the village and
recharged the aquifers thereby raising the groundwater levels. The villagersbegan harvesting
two crops in 1500 acres of land, in contrast to the earlier levels of 300-350 acres of
land for one crop. The agricultural production improved, migration to cities came to a
hdt as the village itself now provided enormous employment opportunitiesto its inhabitants
and also provided a means of livelihood to those in other villages, who came to work
as daily labour. As this progressed, the liquor brewing was completely given up and the
sale of tobacco products like cigarettes were subsequently given up. Even the milk
production witnessed an enormous rise as the production increased from the earlier 300
litres to 4,000 litres as on today. It is purchased by the cooperatives and this brings an
income of 1.3-1.5 crores of rupees annualy. The per capita income too witnessed a
steep increase from Rs.225 to Rs.2,500. The village economy and socia milieu witnessed
a complete transformation for the better. The village now has facilities like schools,
hostel s and sports/ gymkhana. Culturally too, there was transformation as mass marriages
are conducted to avoid unnecessary expenditure and efforts are on towards bridging the
gap of caste divide and improving the social cohesion. This success model was replicated
in other villages and yielded encouraging results. The project is now replicated in amost
80-85 villagesin Maharashtra. Even the menace and practice of untouchabilityis slowly
being eradicating and people of all creeds live in brotherhood
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In the last 35 years, many institutions and cooperativeslike Gram Panchayat, Cooperative
Consumer Society, Cooperative Credit Society, Cooperative Dairy, Educationa Society,
Women's Organization and Youth Organization, with different mandates are operating in
Ralegan Siddhi. Till date no elections were held for the selection of members of these
institutions. The mamnbers were selected unanimoudy by the villagersin the Gram Sabha.
The Gram Sabha has emerged as a powerful forum for taking collectivedecisionsat the
village level. All the developmental programmes are implemented in the village after taking
consent of the Gram Sabha. Ralegan 5iddhi has aso become a mode village and came
under the study of different sections of society like academics, government officials,
political leaders, students and youth organisations and so on. Thereis also an ingtituteto
impart training in watershed development programme and thousands of people have
already been benefitted by this training.

Ralegan Siddhi proves the paint thet the transformation of village economy would effectively
bring in transfonnaticn of the economy of the nation. This is possible through the
development of eco-frnendly measures and their use for the collective good of the society.
Today's concept of development IS thoroughly based on the exploitation of environment
and humanity and development is associated with progress in fulfilling materiadistic wants.
The development now is characterised by injudicious extraction of surface resourceslike
petroleum, coal, groundwater, vegetation and aquatic resourcesand constructionof high
rise buildings. The lack of resources would, in future, play a key role in spreading
inequity, exploitation and massive use of the remaining resources. Most importantly, there
is an acute water shortage in both the rural and urban areas and has become a precious
resource, Ralegan teaches us as o how to pursue a sustainableway of life; how we can
make real progress possible and promote social cohesion; and how we can make life
easy and livable on this/planet earth.

Ralegan a0 serves as an example wherein it provesthat 'the development of anindividud,
family and village is mat possible by exploiting environment indiscriminately, but by
sustainableuse of available resources. Watershed development and water management is
the right approach in that direction. Today, every country is facing the problem of
environmental degradation. International |eadersand scientistsare worried about the future
of the Earth alike. Watershed development will certainly provide a solution to maintaining
ecological balance'.

It o proves asto how shallow the evolution of our ideas could be regarding development.
'‘Our idea of development is limited to construction of skyscrapersand wide roads only.
On one hand, the height of buildingsis going up day by day and; on the other hand, the
level of human values is coming down. Thisis not rea development. An individua should
be able to stand on his own and at the same time-think of betterment of fellow beings,
which is true development. One should be able to look beyond oneself, think of one's
neighbour, village and the nation. Today, there isa need to create such individualswho
are capable of locking beyond onesdlf. Such individuasare not crested through donations,
subsidy and grants, This is possible through local |eadership building programme where
stress would be given on character, right values and dedication. Somebody has to make
sacrifices. A field full of swaying crop tells us that a grain has buried itsdlf into the ground
to give birth o thousands of grains, The grains which do not burry themselves are taken
to the flourmill and greund into flour. The grains which sacrifice by burying themselves
in the soil, give birth te a swaying field of crop'

(http://www.annahazar#.orgm]egan-siddm.html).
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16.5 SUMMARY

The above two case studies stress the importance of traditional knowledge systems and
practicesthat could be effectively put into use in the current phase of development. Due
to our own shortcomings and short-term goals, we have moved from the precious store
of wisdom and knowledgethat characterised the life of our ancestors. It aso shows that
every individual can contribute to the good of the society if there isa willingness to do
s0. Be it Shri. Rgjendra Singh of Tarun Bharat Sangh or Shri.Anna Hazare of Ralegan
Siddhi, have not evolved overnight as leaders. It is their willingness, hard work, personal
sacrifice and the zeal to work for the good of the society that has seen them through
many a crisis and become role models for others. Their efforts in reviving the traditional
systems of knowledge and practices are replicable and should be pursued vigorously if
we are to make progress. We need to realise that the villages are centres of development
and as Gandhi said, we cannot alow them to perish. Thisaone will ensurerea progress
of the nation.

16.6 TERMINAL QUESTIONS

* 1 What aretraditional systems of knowledge and practices? How does a community-
based resource management help us in reviving these systems?

2. Discuss at length the efforts of reviving johads in Rgjasthan ad how it improved the
water levels and prosperity in the region.

3. 'Ralegan Siddhi is an ideal village that made consistent progress in human
development'. Examine at length.
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