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BLOCK 7 COOLONIAL CITIES-1

Urban history& status as the somewhat negleded cousin in Indian scholarship has
disappeaed in the last two decales, as historians have joined planners and policy
makers in reagnising the importance of the massive (and growing) preserce of the
urban in contemporary Indian life. Histories of the modern Indian city are now investigated
with some exuberance using avery wide range of unofficial and official sources, and by
historiarns asking questionsthat go beyond the strictly politicd or ecnomic redms.
Thesetwo blocks of the course introduce the student to not only the waysin which the
modern Indian city was studied in the past, but dso the new questions and approaches
to, aswell assourcesfor theundestanding of urban history.

Begnning with the question of theimpact of colonisationonurbanisationgeneraly, the
unitsoutline avariety of importart legacies and contradictions of colonial rulewhose
impact isfelt up to the presert day. At the end of the long period of colonial rule, not
morethan 11 per cent of the Indian people lived in cities, which indicates quite clealy
the poor levels of urbanisation that occurred in the modern period. Many erstwhile
Indian centres, particularly manufaduring centres and royd captals, severely dedined
Of those that arose in the same period, alargenumber were administrative centres.
Neverthdess asthefirgt unit of thisblock reveds, many new types of townsaso came
into existence, though subordinated to overall imperia needsand initiatives, asreveded
intheir locationand their urbanform. Unit 33 discusses thetownsand citiesthat arose
asareault of theintroduction of railways (railway towns), in reponseto the development
of canals (canal colonies), and as a consequence of the preference of the British to
congregateinthecoaler elevations of thesub continent (hill sations).

British ruleimportantly shaped not only the new kindsof urban settlements and cities,
such as Cdcuttaor Madras, but also existing ones, such as Delhi ard Lucknow. The
port cities of Madras, Bombay and Cacutta developed into important centres of
administrative power as Presidency cagpitals. AsUnit 34 shows, these cities shared
certain common features, driven asthey were by the imperial need to estaldish what
Partha Chaterjee has described as fthe rule of colonial differenceéwhich was distind
fromthe moreliberal forms of governance which were developed in the large cities of
Britain. Cantonments, or areas where thetroops were stationed were distinct fromthe
civil areas, asmuch asthe administrative ard European dominated fiwhite towndowas
physically distinct fromthe fblack townoinhahted by Indians. This meant the former
were better planned ard infrastructurally served. Read along with other units of this
course, Unit 34 revedsthat in different ways, though such drict segregationwas difficult
to implement, rada divisions were both physicaly and administratively maintained,
particularly intheearly periods of colonia rule. Other markers of difference inthe city
emerged out of certain uses and meaningswhich were attached to city space as
reveded not only inits physicd feaures, but asit gradually emerged asa peformetive
space, producing over time both new solidarities and cleavages, on lines of religious
affiliation, ethnicity or class

Colonia rule staged power in the city in speafic ways, which formthe basis of the
discussioninUnit 35. Bothinitsperiodic darbarsstaged at Delhi, in 1877, 1903 ard

1911 (whenthe dedsionto shift the capita of Indiafrom Cacuttato Delhi was made)
and initschoice of architedural motifsand locationsfor itsadministrative buildings, the
colonia regmedrew fromnot only thelegades of imperia Rome and Gree@, but from
indigenous royal tradtions, producing anew architecural and urban form. Most clearly
indicative of thisimperia splendour, was themanner inwhich New Delhi was concelved
and built.



Studies of the physicd planning of citiesalone do not tell us much alboutthe kinds of
forceswhich gavelifeand meaning to the urban fabric. Unit 36 discussesavery different
asped of the modern city, asasite of politicd and social movements, whether they
were movements seeking radical politicd transformation, (such astradeunionsand
nationdist movements) or movements which defined new socia hierarchies and beliefs
(such asreligiousand cultural movements). This understanding of the modern city
emphassessome of theimportant waysinwhich both elitesand non eliteswere mobilised
for politicd adion, or for other kinds of more divisive public protests and occupaions
of city space as during communal disturbances which were a source of increasing
concern, and acauseforimportant control measures, by the ealy twentieth certury.

Thefourthemesin this Block highlight differert aspects of the modern Indian city as
they developed inthe colonial period, but also revea an undelying rationale for many
of the physical features, and symbolic uses of space which have left an enduring mark,
upto the presert day. At the sametime, the Units emphasise tha the colonial regime
also adopted severa indigenousmotifs and styles, or simply allowed some forms of
urban power to continueand flourish. When the nationalist movement took root in
Indian cities, and questions of urban governance were more hotly contested by Indians
themsalves, anew shape was given to the city, though amore thorough refashioning of
city space occurred only in  the post independence  period.
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331 INTRODUCTION

Thedeveopment oftownsand ditiesin I ndiawas sgnificantly affeded by theintroduction
of colonid rule but there were dements of continuity fromthe past aswell. The medieva
townsard citiesin Indiawere founded as centres of administrative and mili tary power
or of trade and commerce or as plaaes of religiousimportance This patern continued
during the colonia period aswell. The changestha came with colonialism led to the
dedine of some of the centres of power such as Delhi and Agraor of places of artisanal
produdionlike Dac@and Murshidabad and of older port citieslike Surat. The British
were responsible for changesin the organisation and deveopmert of citiesand towns
onthebasis of the needsof a European colonia power. Thus, the colonial port cities
like Bombay, Madras ard Calcutta supplarnted Surat, Calicut and Dacca. While many
old centres of industrial production declined, new market towns and townsfulfilling
new needs emerged during the colonid period. To this, scholars such asAtiya Habeeb
gawetheterm @ependat urbanisationad

Christopher Bayly has argued that there were new townslike Mirzgpur ard old ones
like Benares which flourished because of the demand for | ndian commodities created
by the East IndiaCompany inthe early 19" century before the formal incorporation of
theseterritories. Bayly emphasises therole of Indian merchant capitd in creaing vibrant
corporationsin old towns or small new ones. Yet, the British were responsible by the
late 19" century for the dedine of artisanal production and of many urban centres.
Some new centres, such as Moradabad which produced brasswvare, emerged in the
twentieth century dueto railway trangport at reasonable cost and anincreasein consumer
preference for brassutensls. Therewas also the movement of some dispersed or rural
traditiond industriesto bigger centresor townsasinthe case of leaher goods. The

" Dr. Rohit Wanchoo, St. Stephends Coll ege, University of Delhi, Delhi.



Colonial Citiesi 1

tradtiond textilesinrural areas employing unskilled workersdeclined In suchtowns

the textile producersimproved their chances of getting better termsfor credit, abetter
pricefor thar products and they could aso draw onthe resources of skilled dyers, as
pointed out by Tirthankar Roy.

Theriseand growth of port cities has been examined more fully in other Unitsin this
course: let usturn our attention to the small scale, but new, settlemertsthat emerged
under colonia rule, such as cantonmerts, railway and cana townsard hill sations.

33.2 CANTONMENTS

The British neal to reauit and maintain a substantial army led to the credion of
cartonmerts and urban centres close to such military stations. In Madras, the British
had afortified area of European settlemert caled the White Town that was separated
fromthe Black Town wheretheIndianslived. Carl Nightingde writes:

In support of the walled division of residences, governors fet it neasssary to
either pass or proposelawsin 1680, 1688, 1690, 1698, 1706, 1743, 1745, and 1751
that regulated where variousgroups could live, sometimes ordering Englishresidents
to restrict the resale of their houses to other Endishmen. Because ofall these
measures, adua housng market, and even a version of what South African historian
Paul Maylam calls fifiscal segregationd developed in Madras by the eghteenth
century, if nat before. Property values were deeamed much higher on average in
White Town i even taking into account Indian merchants palatial dwellings and
templesin Black Town T and tax rates for European property were set lower than
thoselevied in Black Town to avoid excessive burdens on Engli shmen. (Nightingale,
2008: 55)

The idea of radal segregation developed in India becaise of the need to maintain
European superiority aswell asto ensure reguation of inter-rada contads for reasons
of health ard awoidance of diseases.

In Madrasthe British officiasfirst used theword Bladk Towninthe 1670. Thiswasin
contrast to the Christian Town, thoughafter 1720the term White Town cameto be
used for thefirst timeinAsia. Radal segregdion and its consequences varied over time.
In Calcuttathe digtinction between Bladk and Whitetown was not so important. Swati
Chatopadhyay says, d-romthe Bengali point of view, the city was divided into ahost
of paras, tolas, and tulis, all terms used to distinguish localities. The paras extended
over an area approximately one-quarter by one-half mile, a space that was easy to
cover onfootand cognitively congtituted aterritory.&(Chattopachyay, 200Q 157) The
areawhere the prosperous Europeans lived was called sahibpara and was one of the
eighteen parasin 19" century Calcutta. The speculative nature of the property market
in Cdcutta, where houses were built to suit official, commercial and residential
requirements at the sametime, did not allow for radal segregaionand even privagy in
conformity with contemporary British preferences. The presence of innumerable servants,
even in houses built in the latter part of the 19" century, ensured that blads were
awaysthereinthe Whitetown, although they were not dwaysvisible.

The cantonmert inhabitartsin the early years of the 19" century were often victims of
cholera, anillnesswhich prindpally devastated thelives of the poor inrural areas. As
David Arnold observes, dTroops were particularly susceptible to adiseasethat flourished
in the unsanitary and crowded conditions of barracks and encampments, and they, in
turn, were among the principal agencies by which the disease was disseminated
throughoutindia. Large-scaletroopmovemertsaaossnorthern Indiafromcholerats

homelard in Bengal in 1817-18facilitated the epidemic invasion of therest of India.



Schematic model of the colonial port city
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Source:  Kosambi, Meeraand John E. Brush, 6T hree Cdonial Port Citiesin Indiad Geographical
Review, Vol. 78 No. 1 (Jan., 1988), p. 34.

There was a similar correlation forty yeas later during the Mutiny campaigns of
1857-8. To speak of the finvasiono of cholerawas thusmore than averbd arelogy.6
(Arnold, 1986:126-127)Between 1818and 1854 more than 8,500 British soldiers
died of cholera, ard between 1859 ard 1867 athird of all deaths among British troops
inlndaweredueto the disease. The 1861 epdemic caused particularly heavy mortality.
At Mian Mir near Lahore, 880 out of 2,452 soldiersand their wives and children were
afflicted by choleraand 535 died The European soldiers and not the European officers
were particularly proneto cholera. The common Indian soldierswere less aff ected.
After improvements in sanitation and water-supply, introduced following a parliamentary
enquiry inBritainin 1863, themortality among troopsdedined considerably by the
1880s. David Arnold arguesthat the defea of cholera helped in the consolidation of
British power in India. But the fear of provoking popular readionsto intervertionist
measures as well as the high cost of medicd and sanitary improvements led to the
negled of such measuresfor the cities and small towns urtil the late 19" century ard
mid-twentieth century respedively.

The cantonments were meant to protect the European soldiersfromcontact with Indian
society but that proved difficult. Thiswas partly because of the proximity to markets
which played animportant rolein meeing the need of the soldiers. The Britishtried to
define the limits of the cantonment by aregulation in Madrasin 1809. Regimental
markets were set upto reduce dependen@® onthelocd bazaas near the cantonments.
The bungalowsof the officersin the cartonments were surrounded by barracks of the
European soldiers. There was a fprodigality of spatial useo that compensated the
Europearsin exile with residertial fadlities much larger than wha they would have
enjoyed at home. (Nair, 2002 1228 The provision of large bungalowsfor the officers
in the cantonments, whether in Madras or Bangaore, was doneto demonstrate the
superior position of the rulers and their social distance from thelocd people. The
Indian soldiers or sepoyslived in hutsin the outer circle of the cantonment and the
camp followers wereleft to fend for themselves further away. The needsof the European
soldiersdrovetheminto thelocd markets or the Black Town in search of liquorard
progtitutes. The Britishtried to providefor the soldiers by setting up Lal Bazaas where
the prostitutes wereregulated in order to prevent the spread of venerea diseases, a
major scourge affeding thirty per cent of European soldiersinealy nineteenth century
India

Dependent Urbanisation and
New Urban Forms in
Colonial India



Colonial Citiesi 1

It has been pointed out that the British were perturbed by the fad that the Indian
soldierswereless affeded by venereal diseasesthan the European soldiers which was
partly attributed to the enforced singlehood for short servicereauitsintroduced in
1870. 1n 1866 in Bengd theratio of European soldiers aditted for treament wasfour
times highe than for Indian soldiers. This could be attributed also to the fact that the
proportion of European soldierswho were married compared to the Indian soldiers
was lower. Thiswas because the army authorities did not encouragethe soldiersto
marry because they did not want the addel financial respongbili ty of caring for women
and children or to make arrangements for them. The restrictions onmarriage wereless
in the case of soldiers of the Company as compared to those of the Crown regiments.
According to Douglas Peerstheleves of skill and education and prospects for promotion
of Company soldiers were better than that of soldiers of the Crown army. Drunkenness
was handled partly by providing liquor superior to the locd variety and partly by
encouraging temperance. The idea of segregation was meant to protect the heath of
the soldiers ard to maintain discipline among them. According to one estimate, there
werethreetoddy sellersand one supplier of ganjafor each regiment of soldiers. The
Cartonment Act of 1864 was meant to curb alcoholism inthe army, but the effort to
segregate the soldiers fromthese corrupting influences by geographical segregation
was not very successul until thevery end of the 19" century.

The British reauited alarge number of Indians and trained them to accept military
discipline. The extent of the discipline inthe army might have been exaggeated sncein
many cantonments, European officers could not enter the barracks after dark without
an escort. Thesoldiers of the Bengal Army were drawn fromthe Hinou uppe castesi
Brahminsamd Rajputsi and Muslims. These upper caste soldiers, who had joined the
Company army to supdement their incomes fromland, were more susceptible to caste
and religiousappedls, as SeemaAlavi has pointed out. Interference by missonariesin
thelives of the soldiersand theresentmert aganst the British policiesregarding ceste
and religion had led to the Vellore Mutiny of 1806much before the Revolt of 1857.
Neveatheless, the soldiersreauited by the Madras and Bombay Armiesdid not hawe
such apronounced upper caste bias asthose of theBenga army. Inthe Bombay army
the Mahars, a subordinated caste who claimed a martial tradition going badk to the
days of the Marathas, wererecruited by the British until theend of the 19" century.

The British facel an uprising inthe Benga army partly becaise the proportion of Indan
to European troopsin the cantonmerts fromKanpur to Calcutta had become way too
highduring the 1850s. After the Mutiny of 1857the ratio of Europeansto Indians,
which was roughly 1 to 6, was increased to roughly 1 to 3. Further, the caste and
religiousfeelingsof the Bengal army soldiers were inflamed by British palicies which
propelled them towards mutiny. Nevertheless, British military training continued to have
animpad ontheir behaviour and outlook. Tapti Roy has argued that the Army was
among the most modern ingitutionsin 19" century Indiaand the I ndian sepoys did not
forget themilitary training that they had receved in the British camps and cantonments
even after they had becomerebels.

In Ludknow, one of the key centres of rebellion, the British dtered the layout of streds
inthecity after the revolt to enable the easy movement of troops. Lard near Dilkusha
was acquired without adeguate compensation to the ownersto build one of the largest
cantonments of the 114in India. Nealy three quarters of the PWD budget of Oudh
was spent onmilitary constructionto ensure British military dominance and to prevent
any repetition of the siege of the British Residency in Lucknow during 1857-1858 All

railway stations in British Indiawere subsequently converted into military posts. The
Charbagh ralway stationin Lucknow, whichwascloseto the cantonment, also dncluded



afort, arsenal, and barracks, and extraaccommodetion for the evacuaion of Christians  Dependent Urbanisation and

in the event of another outbre&k in the city.6(Oldenburg, 2006:44) The pattern of
urbanisation after the uprising aganst British rule was dominated by searity conceans.
The ArmsAct and its subsequert modifications evertually disarmed the popuation.
Thewidening and broadening of the stredsin Lucknow led Sir Patrick Geddesin 1916
to criticize the mindlessness and insensitivity of this British policy.

33.3 IRRIGATIONAND CANAL COLONIES

The British werein favour of promoting irrigation by means of canals and embankments
because it would increase the land revenueand provide proof of the berign nature of
British rule. In many areas the British improved or remodded the exiting canals asin
the case of the Ganges ard Yamuna canals in the United Provinces. In Bengal the Eden
cand wasnot very successul partly becase the demand for water was not asacute as
inthe dry regions of India and peasants did not want to pay for water unless it was
absolutely necessary. The areas which were most suitable for irrigation were those
where there was both the demand for water and the possibility of providing water by
irrigaion schemes. Unlike the railways, for which the British government guaanteed a
five percent rate of return to investors regardless of actual performance, theirrigaion
projedswereexpected to giveaminimumrate of return before they could be undertaken.
Therefore, the pace of irrigation development in Indiawas dower than what it might
have beeniif the socid rate of return oninvestment had also beentaken into acoourt.

There was the happy coincidence of both the demand for water and the possibility of
designing irrigation projedswhich yielded an adequae rate of return inthe Punjab. The
certra dry regionof the Punjab neeced water and the snow fed rivers which traversed
through the Punjab could be harnessed by irrigation projects. The Chenab, Doabaand
Jhelum canals were developed to provide much needed water for which the peasants
werewilling to pay. Thefad that the Punjab became the main reauiting ground for the
Indian army inthe post-1857 period also made the British keen to promoteirrigation
and the allocation of land in what came to be known as the Canal Colonies of the
Punjab. Lyallpur became an important town of these colonies. ImranAli has highlighted
the connedion between military recruitment, settlement of colonistsintheselandsrecantly
brought under theplough by irrigation and attemptsto promote loyalismin the Punjab.

The settlement of the Gurplusdpopulation in the newly settled areas, used by pastoraists
ealier, was animportant fador in providing stabili ty to the Rgj. Some of these colonies
had dlotmerts madeto soldiers and some areas were devoted to providing fodder to
the army. A colonial observer, C.H. Buck noted in 1906 the elements of colonisation
thus: @he colonization officer hasto arrange for the sites of the towns and vill ages, for
those of buildings, such as hospitals, schools, police-stations, and other pulic offices;
space hasto be reserved for factories dong the rall way; and plots haweto be kept for
arboricultural plantationsand nurseries, and for an experimental farm.6(Buck, 1906:
65) Roadsand raillway lines, postal and telegaph offices, schoolsand hospitas, courts
ard police gations ard other government departments came upinthe canal colonies.
New digtrictswere carved out where such colonisation proved successtul.

Thetownsin these areas were important centres for merchants and moneylenders who
moved the agricultural output to the market and the centres of consumption.
Nevertheless, the power of the merchants and moneylendes in the Punjab, and in the
cana townsin particular, wasless pervasive than in the Bombay Deccan or Bengdl,
sincethey wereunableto exercise thekind of influence over therura populationthrough
debt and loan advarcesthat they did in other partsof India. MridulaM ukherjeehas

New Urban Forms in
Colonial India
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pointed out that in abackward district like Attock compared to acanal colony district

like Lyall pur the influence of the merchant moneylenders was more substantial. The
backward regionsthat cultivated whea were more dependst onloansthan the better
off regionslikethosein the cana coloniesthat produced cash cropslike cotton.

Colonid legidationto proted theinterestsof the agricultural casteswasaso responsible
for limiting the power of urban merchants and professonal classeswho emergedin
canal towns and elsewhere. On the other hand canal colonies were better linked to the
world market than the local market which left little for cgpital accumulation among the
peasants. Therise of agricultural output and productivity led to thegrowth of market
towns and urban centers which catered to the needsof the more prosperous sections
of the region as in the western districts of the United Provinces compared to the
impoverished eastern districts of the province

Theirrigationpolicy of the British wasnot very effedive in areaswherethe geophysicd
condtionswere not conducive for gateintervention to control river flow. In the unstable
ddtaregion of the Mahanadi in Orissathe attempt to train and regulate theriver actudly
increased its destructive power whenever it wasin flood and burst the embankments
built to prevent flooding of land closeto the river. Although the policy was meant to
increasethe produdive capady of theland, to ensure thereguar colledion of steady
rising land revenueand an increase in the value of agrarian and urban property, the
protedionofthetown of Cuttack aso became animportant objective. The embankments
built to control inundation of land by theriver infloodended the periodic enrichment of
theflooded region by the it depositsleft behind by the receding river.

Inthe Indus region, the applicaion of scientific knowledge and engineering expetise
proved unsuccesgul in controlli ng floods and providing irrigationfromthe 1840sto the
193, It wasonly the Sukkur barrage which producel alarge viable irrigation scheme
eventualy. The Britishwere perplexed by thefact that before they arrived onthe scene
there were no embankments to protect townslike Thattaand DeraGhaz Khan. Richard
Burton, the adventurer ard orientalist, noted inthe mid 19" century that dnost villages
could berazetl to the ground, trarsported to therequiste distance, andre-ereded ina
week at an expense of probably acouple of rupees pa house.6Acoording to Benjamin
Well, T hisgives some ideaasto the genera mobili ty of towns aong the Indus.&(Well,,
2006 14) DeraGhaz Khan was proteded sinceit was animportant cantonment town
with both aninfantry and cavalry garrison stationed there. 1t was also ahubfor trade
both by land and water. The Kosi river in Bengal Presidency was also subjeded to
control by asystem of embankments in ac@rdance with the engineaing wisdomof the
day but it led to devastating floods. Sir William Willcocks, who had designed aprojed
for theAswan Damin Egypt, assrted that the British did not focuson irrigationin
Bengal because it would have interfered with its system of embankments and rail
trangportation, whichwasvita for the &ontinuing flow of raw materiasto theindustries
in Britain.6(Hill, 1990: 16) The cand and embankment building strategy of the British
was responsblefor the growth of new townsaswell astheincreaseinthesize of old
towns. Nevertheless the periodic devastation of such towns by floodswas also a
consequence of Britishirrigation policies.

334 RAILWAYSAND RAILWAY TOWNS

The British werethe pioneersinrailway building and became major exporters of wagons
and locomotives during the second half of the 19" century. They developed therailways
in Indiato fadlitate the movement of British manuadured goodsinto the country and
the export of raw materialsfromIndia Theimport of raillway equipment and skilled




manpower to runtheralwayswasaconsequence Therallways were built onasubstantial  Dependent Urbanisation and

scde and imported alarge number of locomotives and wagons until 1947, athough the
Tatalron& Sted Company began providing the railways with wagons after protedive
tariffs were introduced by the Government of India during the 192@s. It has been
estimated that only 700locomotives were bult in Indiabeween 1865 and 1941 while
12,000 wereimported. Therefore the railways did not lead to the devdopment of an
indigenous manufaduring sedor in sted and engineaing that could have led to
modernisation and urbanisation, although, aslan Kerr has argued even the produdion
of 700 locomotives in Indiareveded itsimmense technological possbilities. Rgjat Ray
has argued that if Indiahad been an independert country, railway development could
have promoted rapd industrialisation by the ealy twentieth certury.

Like the Army, the railways were magjor employers and instruments of colonial
modernisation and domination. Theintroductionof railways immediately led to thedecline
of many centres of artisana production in the late 19" century, since therallway network
in India, primarily conneded araw materia-produang hinterland to coastd cities. The
decline of traditional industry in Rgasthan was delayed because therailways did not
reach theregion until the First World War. Yet, centresof raw materia productioninthe
interior were connected with the major ports at Bombay, Madras and Calcutta, giving
riseto market townsin theinteriors. When the Southern Mahratta Railroad commenced
operations along short segments of linein 188485 it enhanced the existing differences
between Dharwar and Hubli and centralised economic fundionsin thelatter town. In
Dhawar, cat hire services disappeared its population grew dowly to only 31,270at
the 1901 censusand it became apurely locd market. Hubli, on the othe hand, nearly
doubled its 1881 population to 60,214 in 1901, and by 1907, the city employed 40,000
peasonsin 19 fadories. Of them, haf were employed in the workshops of the Southern
Matratta Railway, and about 1300 or 1400 in the two mills of the Southern Maratha
Weaving and Spinning Company. According to Gumperz, & he handloom industry
survived primarily in the city in workshop-like arrangements where yarn was supied
to theweavers on credt by ajobber who sold the finished product, deduding the cost
of supplies. Thus the handloomweavershad lost control of their capital inthecity, while
the country devoted itself aimog entirely to commercial agriculture.6(Gumperz, 1974
591)

It has been argued that the sub-optimd aignments of the early railroadswere the product

of Ghearrogant bdief that traffic would cometo the railways rather than vice versa.6
(Derbyshire, 2007:291) Lines were built on the shortest routes between @bligatory
pointsdike Delhi, Agra, Kanpur and Allahabad inthe United Provinces. The Eagt Indian

Ralway built itslinein such away that only seven of the thirty six stations between
Allahakad and Delhi were nea atown. Raillway stations were five to ten miles away
fromKhurja, Hathras and Bulandshahr though they were market townsthat could have
been linked on thisroute: they were bypassed becatse the British wanted to get enough
clean water, acqure land at low cost and do sitestations at adistance fromthe fnative
cityoinfortified defensible locations, asalast line of retrea for the European Civil

Station.6(Derbyshire, 2007:292) Therefore the railways led to the dedine or low
development of sometownsand theriseof others.

Initialy, therailways were built on ascalethat some felt was not efficient inits use of
resources. For instance, theidea of a uniform gaugewas abardoned throughout the
country, and anarrower gaug was introduced onsomelinesto reduce cods, creding
problems fortherailwayslater.

Workshops and railway housing colonies wereconstructed in many partsof the country
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Source: Kerr, lan J., (2003) dRepresentation and Representations of the Rail ways of Colonial and Post-Colonial SouthAsiad ,
Modern Asian Sudies, Val. 37,No. 2 (May), p. 290.
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particularly for European and Eurasian employees who congtituted about sevento ten  Dependent Urbanisation and

percent of thetotal railway workforce. According to the Report of the Indian Industrial
Commission of 191618 there were 70 workshop complexes which employed severa
thousand people. The Jamapur shops of the East India Railway werethe biggest single
employer with morethan eleven thousand employees. Therailwaysemployed alout

800,000 employees according to the Report of the Royal Commission on Labour in
Indiain 1931.About 136,000 persons were employed in 145 railway workshops
althoughKerr believes that there were only 22 large workshopsat that time. The
workshopsfor locomotives and for wagons and coadhes were in close proximity to
each othe and may have been counted as separate entities together with the smaller
runnng sheds.

The nea railway colonies with thar reaeaiona complexeswere built to housethe
European employees who occupied the upper echelons ard technical branche of the
railways. The salariesthey were paid were much more than what was givento Indian
employees and this resulted in the Gada6divide both in the big and small urban centres
that they creaed. In Lahore the raillway workshopsand station together with the
cantonment and civil lineswere thenudeus of the city. Although ascholar hasthought it
fit to differentiate between the prerailway and post railway urban settlement patterns
he does not hold the railway coloniesin high estean. Smail es asserts, T he railway
colony was the meanest, most drab and regimented element among the Western
components, its drea'y tone sometimes emphasised by the use of uniform paint
throughout, but at least it offered certain minimum standards of sanitationand residential
amenity, both inits streets ard buildings, tha were quite foreignto the neighbouring
indigerous city.6(Smail es, 1969: 184)

In the Moghulpura area in Lahore more than 12500 employees worked in the
workshopsin 1929. About the same number of workerswere employed in the mgjor
workshop at Jamapur in eastern Inda. Europeansand Eurasians trained the Punjabi
workerswho learnt how to maintain 150 locomotives and 4000 carriages and wagons
by the 1880s. There were about 180 Europeans and Eurasiansat Lahorein 1872 and
about 1100by 1916.The Ralway Technicd Schoal set upin 1889and the North-
Western Ralway ApprenticesdTechnicad School which opened in 1898 helped in
providing technical skillsand training to alarge body of workersin Lahore. Therailway
workshopsand schoolsthus helped in thetraining of industria workersand thediffuson
of technical knowledge throughout Punjab.

Therailways wereimportant inthe colonid port citieslike Bombay, Cacutta and Madras
wherethey werein close proximity to the Indian locditiesthat grew up asresdential or
busness segments. Therallway stations, tunnelsand bridges were bult to signify imperid
power. WritesKerr, @Colonial power threatened but determined to keep its emergent
communication life-lines securedopened thefortresslike Lahore rallway station in 1862
qust afew yeas after themutinies and civil uprisingsof 185758. Inthe Lahore station
outward form represented an imperative of colonid rule: security. Bombay@ luxuriant
Victoria Terminus opened in 1887 represented power, pride and a certain forced
naturalization of the British-imposed railway sysem.&(Kerr, 2008: 291) Small railway
gations onthe journey fromMettupalaiyam in the plainsto Ocotacamund in the Nilgiri
hillswith English names like Lovedde, Hillgrove, Runnymede and Wellingtonsought to
Greate ahome away from homedfor the Europears. (Kerr, 2003:293) Therailways
were the symbolsof British superiority and civilisationand bigger sationssuch asVictoria
Terminus signified themonumentdity of theral ways.
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Railway Workshops and
Main Railway Lines in British India
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Source:  Kerr, lan, (2007)0r he Railway Workshopsand Their Labour: Entering the Black Holed in lan Kerr (ed.), 27
Down: New Departuresin Indian Railway Sudies (New Delhi: Orient Longman), pp.231-275.
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335 HILL STATIONS

Thefirg British hill stationwas built in 1819 and by the 18605, many of them served as
the summer capitals of the British government in India. In 1864Simla becane the
official summer cgpital of the Viceroy and in 18700otacanund that of the Madras
presidency. Nainitd served asthe summer capital of the United Provincesfor five months
inayea and Darjedling astha of the Benga government for three months. As aresult
of protests from Indian petitioners againgt this practice, (which reached apesk in Madras
in 1834 whenthirty thousand petitionerswroteto Parliament) the duration of the officia
dlightéto the hillswas curtailed. These hill stationswere shaped by the need to make
suitable spaces for European officids and their families. English medium private schools,
sanatoriums and churches datted the landscape of the hills, which had alower population
density than the plains, so the Britishwere freeto re-create an English atmosphere and
promote an architedure that was closer to what they were famili ar with bad home.
They could also Gverlook the Indian elites and ordinary peoplein these mountain
retrests. Althoughthere were differences in their size and importance, the British creded
about eighty hill stationsin different partsof the subcontinent.

t British-built Hill Stations
in India
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Source:  Kenny, udith T., (1995 6 Omate, Race and Imperial Authority: The Symbdli c Landscape
of the British Hill Stationin Indiad Annals of the Association of American Geographers,
Vol. 85, No. 4 (December), p. 694. (After Mitchell, N., (1972)TheIndianHill Sation.
Kodaikanal Research Papers, No.141, Chicago:: Univerdty of Chicago, Department of
Geography.)
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TheViceroy of India, Lord Lytton, who visited Ootacamund in 1877, compared the
rain thereto Englishrain. Hefound feduresreminiscent of the English landscape: dmagine
Herefordshire lanes, Devonshire downs, Westmoreland lakes, Scotch trout streams.0
(Kenny, 1995: 702) The Indansin Ooty outnumbered the Europeansten to one but
they were somehow invisiblein socia circles, despitethe fact thet thereal estate was
primarily owned by them during the late nineteenth century and therewere some sgnificant
Indian men of commercein the station. The European presence was heightened by the
fact that Ooty became the permanert headquarters of the Madrasarmy in 1884. The
Britishinthe late 19" century were not too keento let even Indian princes build ther
summer housesin Ooty. Even the Nizam of Hyderabad facel oppositionin 1886
when he wanted to buy the house in which the Commander-in-Chief of the Madras
Army had oncelived. Thiswas partly because the colonial authorities feared that the
ertourageof the princeswould bring various diseases in thar wake. 1n 1907, the Hill
SantariaMunicipal Act authorized hill municipalitiesto raise taxes and control lard
usesin order to keep these European enclaves free from disease. Another fador was
that the British wanted to maintain European superiority ard thereforeto thwart the
trarsfer of housesowned by Europears to theIndiars.

Source:  Kenny, JudithT., (1995 ¢ ldmate, Race andImperia Authority: TheSymbadli c Landscape
of the British Hill Stationin Indiad Annalsof the Association of American Geographers,
Voal. 85, No. 4 (Decenber), p. 703.



