BLOCK 3

Knowledge is a ‘justified true belief’ and as such justification becomes one of the necessary
conditions for a piece of information to be knowledge. The knowledge could be true and also
from a reliable source but if it is not justified, that is, if one has no good reasons to hold it, then it
ceases to be knowledge. It means that one cannot claim to have knowledge if only a particular
belief happens to be true. In other words, not all true beliefs constitute knowledge; only true
beliefs arrived at in the right way constitute knowledge. And that right way is what we call
justification. Justification is a sound way of reasoning which includes evidence. Now the
question is how much evidence do we need? The requirement that knowledge involves
justification does not necessarily mean that knowledge requires absolute certainty; however we

need enough evidence for our claim to knowledge.

This block has four units which introduce the Methods and Justification of Knowledge by

various thinkers like Aristotle, Aquinas, Popperian method and naturalized epistemology.

Unit 1 studies the Metaphysical Method of Aristotle and Aquinas. In Aristotle’s method we have
being as substance, being as essence, matter and form, act and potency and God. Under the
methods of Aquinas we have Metaphysics and Theology, discovery of Being as Being, analogy
of Being, participation, essence and existence, substance and accidents, matter and form, and

knowledge of God.

Unit 2 deals with two possibilities of answering skeptical claims and defending knowledge:
Foundationalism and Coherentism. Foundationalism is nothing but basing our knowledge claims
on some already justified, like self evident and so on. Coherentism is justifying our beliefs by
cohering with some other set of beliefs. Which position is more reliable is a matter discussed in

this unit.

Unit 3 introduces some complexities giving special reference to Hume and Kant. The principal
objective in this unit is to become acquainted with the development of modern Philosophy

particularly in Hume and Kant. We will be drawing upon the philosophical thinking of both these



thinkers, their shift of direction from the traditional thinking and concluding with the special

reference to their view on the notion of knowledge.

Unit 4 probes into the Popperian Method and Naturalized Epistemology. These are the two new
views recently developed in epistemology, after the traditional methods of justification, i.e.,
foundationalism and coherentism found to be too weak. This unit begins by introducing the
crises faced by modern epistemology, introduces the method of naturalized epistemology, and
tells about its implications today.

This block will lead us closer to our understanding of the concept of knowledge. By this time we
will have analysed all concepts that define knowledge, i.e., justified true belief. A piece of
information to be knowledge must first be true, from a reliable source and should have enough
evidence to withstand all oppositions. All this has developed in the light of the skeptic challenges

that have often been raised.



