BLOCK 2

One’s claims to knowledge presuppose belief; for if one claims to know that some statement is
true one has to believe that it is true. Knowledge is confined to demonstrative systems. It is a
goal at which belief may aim which, although it may come closer and closer, it (belief) can never
quite attain. Belief is bound by the ties of contingency and probability; whereas knowledge is
firmly enclosed within the circle of certainty. One can be sure and be wrong, but one cannot
know and be wrong. For instance, from the fact that one is sure that it is raining it does not
follow that it is raining, but from the fact that one knows that it is raining it does follow that it is
raining. Being sure is necessary to knowledge. Knowing involves two things: a) that which is
known is true; b) that which the person knowing is sure that it is true. To know, then, one must
have evidence; one must be right about the evidence; and be right about the relation of the
evidence to the conclusion. Believing consists in a combination of the following points: a) being
prepared to say Yes to something with varying degrees of conviction; b) having some evidence
for believing. Where an increase in conviction is produced by an increase in the evidence, the
belief is rational. Belief may wander throughout the whole range of rationality and irrationality,
according to the extent, nature, and value of evidence. Increase in rational belief may become
knowledge when the evidence increases to the point of becoming conclusive. We do have
conclusive evidence for a vast number of empirical propositions, singular, particular, and
general, and when we have conclusive evidence for a proposition we know it to be true.

We have four units in this block which will be studying some of the sources of knowledge like
Perception, inference, and testimony.

Unit 1 probes into the first and very basic source of our belief that is Perception. Though, all
knowledge does not arise from perception, yet it is the ultimate ground of all knowledge. In other
words, all other sources of knowledge presuppose perception. If a doubt is raised over the
validity of cognition obtained from other sources, viz. inference, analogy, testimony or language
etc., it can only be resolved on the basis of possibility of perceptual verification. So, perception is
a principle of verification too.

Unit 2 deals with the Hermeneutic or constructivist view of perception. Any discussion on the
cognitive nature of perception would have to consider the two contrasting approaches to

perception: the constructive and the ecological. This unit shows how these two approaches



together can contribute to a better understanding of the cognitive phenomenon of perception, and
also highlights how an interdisciplinary approach can give better insights into the complexity of

the perceptive phenomenon.

Unit 3 is on “Inference.” Inference, in general, is the subject-matter of both Epistemology and
Logic. Epistemology is “the science of sure knowledge.” On the contrary, Logic is interested in
the correct form of argument. Truth and falsity belong to the field of epistemology. In this unit,
we shall try to understand inference from the epistemological point of view rather than that of
logic.

Unit 4 highlights the significance of Sabda (Testimony) in acquiring valid knowledge mainly
from Indian perspectives. The unit ventures into understanding the nature of testimony and then
proceeds to the meaning of Sabda and its various types, the concept of Sabda in the Classical
Indian Systems and the concept of Sphota taught by Bhartrhari.

This block discusses in detail and discloses gradually the essential means and conditions of

acquiring knowledge.



