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2.0 OBJECTIVES
We, in our day to day communication as well as understanding, use terms such as
“Human” and “Person.” But, for centuries, a number of eminent thinkers have differed in
their views and theories. The objectives of this unit are:
• To scan through the various theories
• Broaden our mental horizon
• And finally lead us into a better understanding of ourselves.
2.1 INTRODUCTION
We live in an anthropocentric world where human person is considered as the centre,
summit and measure of everything. The term ‘person’ is not used for plants and animals
but it is exclusively reserved to human. Human is called a person because one is a subject
and the term brings out the grandeur, dignity and nobility of person.
The word ‘person’ comes from the Greek word ‘prosopon’ meaning mask, to personify in
a role, which became the Latin ‘persona’. Neither in common usage nor in philosophy
has there been a univocal concept of person. In common usage ‘person’ refers to any
human being in a general way. The person is distinct from a thing or material object. The
term ‘person’ generally stands for a living conscious human being.
2.2 UNIQUENESS OF HUMAN BEING
All people in the world, believers or non-believers, recognize something unique in
man/woman. Philosophers, psychologists and scientists have explained this uniqueness of
human differently. For philosophers, it is the reason that makes human different from
other beings. For scientists, it is consciousness that makes human unique among other
creatures. It is precisely because of this unique status that we owe respect to every human
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person. The human being alone is a person. Human has the dignity of a subject and is of
value in oneself.
Human is a unique creation of the forces of nature. As a unique creation, a human being
reveals this originality and uniqueness in one’s development as well as in one’s acts. An
individual is a being who is one in itself and distinct from all other beings. Many
philosophers have stressed the element of uniqueness, singularity and individuality of the
human person. Even though human shares with other sub-human beings a number of
qualities, one enjoys a life that is qualitatively different from other forms of life. The life
of human is specifically different from that of animals and plants, because one has the
unique dignity of an individual, rational and immortal being.
Individuality of Human Person
As human begins to go deeper into oneself, one becomes aware of oneself as a subject
and that one is different from the rest of the universe and thus discovers one’s
individuality. Being an individual, one is unique, dynamic, rational, free and creative. An
individual should never be considered or treated as an object or commodity. We can
make use of a thing at our will because it has no will and freedom. Since it has no will,
we don’t require the consent of the object to use it. But a human person is quite different
from an anonymous entity because one is an intelligent and free individual.
Rationality of Human Person
Human beings are different from other animals because they have the power of reason.
Rationality is human’s capacity to ask the ‘why’ of things. It is the capacity to think
rationally. To think rationally implies the capacity to distinguish between what is
reasonable and not reasonable in the matters we come across in our life. Reason is the
natural capacity of human beings to arrive at truth in a holistic way.
Human, being rational is capable of relating oneself with other beings making them
participate in one’s life and promote one’ true good. In order to become authentic human
person, proper reasoning in our thinking and action is needed. Everything human does
when executing human acts must be a manifestation of one’s rationality. The power of
reason helps human form concepts, pass judgements, organize them in systems and give
meaning to reality. Because of one’s reasoning power human emerges superior to other
beings on earth. Therefore, we can rightly describe human as a rational animal as
Aristotle puts it.
Immortality of Human Person
Human beings seem to be unique among other creatures of the earth because they not
only are fully aware of the inevitable death but also coupled with this awareness they
seem to refuse that death is the end. Human, being a unity of body and soul or matter and
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spirit, death cannot be the end of everything. If I was not spirit, death would not exist for
me; there would only the corruption of my body. Therefore, death is understood as a
separation of the soul from the body. For philosophers like Plato and Aquinas, human is a
unity, one substance composed of body and soul. But human soul being spiritual can
subsist without matter. Therefore, the soul, for Plato continues to exist even after the
death of the body because soul alone is the true reality of human. Etymologically
speaking im is non and mortality is death. So immortality is non-death. It is the continued
and perennial existence of the human, the soul. This is a unique nature and feature of
human alone.
Freedom and Responsibility
Freedom is the property of will. The object of will is the good. The will is the tendency
towards or love of total good. To desire good is a value. To be free means to be able to
decide freely for a specific good. It is equally openness to good or that it is implicitly
oriented towards an unlimited good, which corresponds to a fundamental openness
towards truth. Freedom is the power of decision of a moral object. Freedom of the
individual manifests the way in which a person is made manifest, the way one acts and
expresses emotions, the manner in which one is present to others and to the world.
Freedom in the hands of human is a weapon of dual stature. It can be adopted either for
good, or for evil. It can serve human for the cultivation, the promotion, the elevation and
the realization of one’s own being. But it can also serve to obtain the opposite effect; to
degrade, humiliate and annihilate one’s own being. With good use of freedom human can
become a hero, a saint, a benefactor of humanity. Meanwhile with its evil use one can
become an addict, a terrorist, a nemesis of humanity.
Therefore, freedom in its true sense implies freedom with responsibility. Human persons
are called to live in freedom and responsibility. A human of mature personality takes full
responsibility for one’s life- thoughts and actions. Human being a moral agent is
responsible and answerable for all what one thinks, speaks and acts. One is responsible
for one’s life mixed with triumphs and successes, mistakes and failures. We ourselves are
responsible for all our actions.
Self Transcendence
Etymologically ‘transcendence’ means to go over and beyond a threshold or a boundary
(transscendere). Self transcendence has its basis in human’s power of never being
satisfied with finite, the limited or the imperfect. Human is spirit and lives one’s life in
continuous opening toward the Absolute.
Different Interpretations of ‘Transcendence’.
Transcendence is the movement with which man continually “overtakes” himself. This
movement has a direction and points towards a goal, the Absolute. In the history of
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philosophy there have been philosophers who give egocentric, philanthropic and
theocentric meanings to transcendence.
Egocentric Transcendence: Human is currently in a precarious, alienated and inauthentic
state. The emphasis is on human rising above what one is now and reaching a superior
state of happiness. Human is in a tension to free oneself from one’s misery and needs to
find oneself again through a more complete actualisation of one’s possibilities.
Philosophers in this group include Feuerbach, Nietzsche, and Heidegger etc.
Philanthropic Transcendence: Human is currently confined in one’s individualism. The
emphasis is on the social dimension and advocates the perfection of the human
community and an attempt to originate a new humanity freed from social inequality.
Philosophers in this group include Marx, Comte, Bloch, Garaudy etc.
Theocentric Transcendence: Human is constitutionally open towards the Absolute and
escapes incessantly from the confines of one’s own reality. Human is the absolute
opening to being in general, or human is “spirit”. The transcendence toward the Absolute
Being (theocentric) is the only fundamental structure of human. Philosophers in their
group include Thomas Aquinas, Blondel, Rahner, Marcel, Lonergan etc.
The Opening of Human to the Absolute is the Fundamental Constitution of Human
Human is basically spiritual, that is, one lives one’s life in a continuous tension towards
the Absolute, in an opening towards it. This is revealed even in the banal actions of
everyday life. One is human only because one is in the way towards God, whether one
knows and expresses it or not, whether one wants it or not. One’s opening to God is
intrinsic. One is the finite being totally open towards the Absolute. One can accept or
refute it but not destroy it.
This transcendence attests that the being of human is spiritual and cannot, therefore, be
reduced to the material. The spirituality of human is, first of all, positive. One is an “I”, a
person that exists as a unique subject and opens to a “You”, that is a pure person.
However, it is important not to define human as a negation of material. Human’s
spirituality does not indicate, in the first place, different properties from those materials.
Intelligence and will do not exist of their own account. They are abstractions. What exists
is a concrete person who thinks and wills. To think and to will are modes of being
(accidental entities) of the personal being. The problem of spirituality is not regarding the
immateriality of the intellective faculties but the subsistence and unity of the person.
Check your progress 1
Note: a) Use the space provided for your answer
b) Check your answers with those provided at the end of the unit.
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1. How does reason differentiate human person?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………
2. How is immortality a unique nature of human?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………

2.3 ONTOLOGICAL DIMENSION OF HUMAN PERSON
The ontological concept of person gives emphasis to human as an individual endowed
with the faculty of will, freedom and autonomy. The uniqueness of ‘human person’ lies in
the fact that human person is first of all an individual, unique, original, irrepeatable,
irrepresentable being as every human has a unique combination of qualities and talents
that no one else has. For Augustine, person means, the single, the individual. To be an
individual is to be one, namely being undivided in itself and distinct from all other
beings. The uniqueness of person is implied in the concept of individual.
Definition of Person as given by Boethius and Aquinas
The merit of giving an adequate first definition of person in the ontological perspective
goes to Severin Boethius. He defined person as rationalis naturae individua substantia
(individual substance of rational nature). This definition of Boethius was revised by
Aquinas. Aquinas defines person as subsistens in rationali nature (a singular subsistent
of a rational nature).
Substance
This is the first category of Aristotle, that which is in itself. The person is a being that
exists in oneself because one is complete substance. Person is a substantial and individual
unity.
Individual Substance
The substance, in the fullest sense of the word is the individual. The universal concept
does not exist in reality but only in the individual. In the philosophy of Aquinas these two
terms individual and substance are united in the term ‘subsistent’, which means a total
autonomy of existence and action. The ‘subsistents’ is an individual substance that forms
a complete whole.
Rational Nature
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While there are individual substances that are not persons, there are no persons that are
not individual substances. Every person is an individual and a human person has a
rational nature. The element that distinguishes human from animals and things of this
world is one’s rationality. To be a person one has to be capable of exercising reason. It is
this rational faculty that helps the human person to distinguish between real and unreal,
right and wrong and knowledge and opinion. The ontological concept of person gives
emphasis to the faculty of will and the autonomy of the person. Human as a willing being
is an autonomous subject who tries to transcend time and space. This means that human
is an end in oneself. A person is therefore capable of deciding for oneself and of acting in
accordance with one’s own decisions in order to arrive at one’s ultimate end. A human
becomes an authentic person when one acts in a morally upright way taking
responsibility for one’s actions. One must creatively respond to the challenges with a
spirit to change and grow, by relating oneself to God, fellow-beings and nature as free
persons.
2.4 PSYCHOLOGICAL DIMENSION OF HUMAN PERSON
Persons are individual human beings capable of mental activities. It was Descartes who
proposed a theory of mind and for him, person is not just a material body but person for
Descartes is a self, a self conscious mind which thinks, feels, desires etc. Descartes no
longer defines person in relation to the autonomy of being, but in relation to self
consciousness. In his psychological sense of person, Descartes admits firstly intellective
knowledge and reason as the essential requisite of the person and secondly, self
consciousness as a distinctive mark of human.
The Psychological Person
From the psychological point of view human can be viewed as a being that has self
awareness. The person is the ‘I’. The discovery of the ‘I’ means ‘becoming aware of my
individual existence, separated from that of other beings’. In the psychological
understanding of person, human intellect, thinking, reasoning, knowledge and self
consciousness are emphasised.
Self Consciousness
Human differs from animals as a self-conscious being in the cognitive level. Selfconsciousness and objectivity are the two elements which distinguish human from
animals. In fact, animals know objects and know themselves but reach neither selfconsciousness nor objectivity, because they do not succeed in separating themselves
either from the knowing subject or from the known object. Human has the awareness of
the ‘I’ (subject) and ‘non I’ (object).
The inter related actions of reason, volition and emotion together constitute the human
mind (consciousness). By the existence of these mental functions we become self
6

conscious that we are subjects and not objects. The person not only acts consciously, but
is also aware both of the fact that one acts and of the fact that it is one who acts. Selfconsciousness is the awareness by the self of itself. Self knowledge is the basis of self
consciousness.
Human Person as a Subject
A subject is a willing, feeing and thinking entity. Human as a subject is a unique being
endowed with intellect, will and heart. Since human is a subject, no human being should
be treated as an object, a thing or as a function. As a subject one is a knowing, conscious,
free and self transcending being in the world.
As a thinking being I hold on to my reasonably legitimate ideas and views. As a feeling
subject I seek and desire for the emotional satisfaction of my life. And as a willing being
I desire to be an autonomous subject and I make myself a free person by responsible
exercise of choices.
The human person is a subject and refuses to be an object. In order to become authentic
human beings, we need to discover our true self, deepening and widening our
consciousness, forming an integral vision, creating open attitudes and having right
convictions.
Check your progress II
Note: a) Use the space provided for your answer
b) Check your answers with those provided at the end of the unit.
1. What is person according to Boethius and St Thomas?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………

2.Human differs from animals as a self-conscious being. Explain.
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………
Substantial Unity of Human: The Absolute Value and Dignity of the Person
Human is a substance. In fact, one has all the properties of a substance; constancy,
stability, identity, autonomy in being etc. Thus we can say that human or more exactly
every single individual of the human species is a substance. The complete substance of
the human being is neither the body, nor the soul, but the body and the soul in their
profound unity.
Person is Open to the Absolute
In contrast to the purely material, the structure of human as a spiritual being, given
intelligence and will, means that one is open to the infinite, tending to supersede every
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limit. The object of intelligence is being as being. It chooses the finite within the horizon
of infinite and has an infinite desire to know, as well as unbounded potential. Similarly,
the will is never content with the attained good, but tends towards the greater. Since only
God is infinite and unlimited Truth and Good, only God can satisfy the quest of the
human person.
The Person Open to the Absolute is an End in Oneself
The human person is not a means to an end but one is an end in oneself in the sense that
one is ordained by the Transcendent. In one sense the person is relative as one is
dependent on the Absolute and in another sense, one is an absolute form because one is
willed by the Absolute. This is the authentic dignity of human person because one has
been caused in such a way as to be able to direct oneself to the absolute.
Dialogical concept of person
Philosophers like Max Scheler (1874-1928), Martin Buber (1878-1965), Gabriel Marcel
(1889-1973) describe human as a being-in-relationship, a being-with-others. According
to them humans are embodied self-conscious beings who stand in relationality with
others and it is to be realized through dialogue. Human is not only an individual, but also
a communion being. In order to lead a meaningful and authentic existence one must
establish a loving and mutually reciprocal relationship with other human beings.
According to Max Scheler, the human being lives first of all, and principally in others
and not in oneself. One lives more in the community than in one’s own individual.
Therefore, dialogue attaches directly to the persons. In dialogue I enter into relationship
with others and is conceivable only between persons. For dialogue, I must first recognize
in the other persons as independent subject of existence, interiority, a capacity for
response, and freedom- in short- subjectivity.
Martin Buber’s Concept of Person
According to Buber human existence is essentially related and relational. Human life
with all its complexity finds its meaning, richness and happiness in being related to
others. For Buber life is relationship with others from birth to death. According to Buber
a genuine relationship can take place only in the ‘sphere of between’. The ‘sphere of
between’ is not something permanent, rather it is ever created whenever two human
beings meet. One turns to the other and in order to communicate with each other, must
reach out to a sphere beyond one’s own namely the ‘sphere of the between’.
The Three-fold Relation
Human has a threefold relationship by virtue of one’s very nature and situation. First one
is related to the world and to things; second one is related to humans –both to individuals
and to many; third one is related to the absolute. Thus we can say that human has got an
I-It, I-Thou and I-Eternal Thou relationship. To be a genuine human person, one should
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relate oneself with the Absolute, fellow beings and nature in mutual selfless love, sharing
and co-operation. Absolute is the indispensable foundation and basis for every genuine IThou relationship. Without the eternal Thou human’s relationship will become sterile and
useless. The Absolute is the Absolute Being who makes possible every I-Thou
relationship.
Gabriel Marcel’s Concept of Person
Marcel’s philosophy has been called in the philosophy of communion. He insists that to
be genuine in our interpersonal relationships we must be totally and unreservedly
available to the other. Marcel identifies selfless love and mutual openness as intersubjectivity in our relationship with others. One should place oneself at the disposal of
others. Marcel calls this capacity ‘availability’.
To become an available person means to be a free person. Because the unavailable person
is tangled within oneself, one is limited to one’s own self created world. When someone
leads a ‘closed’ life and does not make oneself available to others, he/she leads an
inauthentic life. A person leads an authentic existence only when one is making oneself
‘open’ to others in love and sharing. According to Marcel, “I can become myself only
through the other, my friend”.
The available person gives oneself without the expectation of receiving back. One is
actually at the disposal of others. When one opens up oneself for others, one is open to
reality itself. This enables one to grow deeper and deeper in life, whereas the self-centred,
unavailable person refuses the call of others and thereby one becomes uncommitted. One
is not ready to go beyond the petty circles one crates. One forgets the fact that when one
gives one grows and that through self sacrifice one reaches self-fulfilment. Only a
liberated, free, available person can enter into a meaningful and authentic interpersonal
communion.
The Intersubjective Communion
Intersubjectivity does not merely mean collective labour or it is not merely being together
either. But it calls for an interaction in a deeper level. It means that I must be willing to
put myself at the disposal of the other. Here ‘the other’ is considered and treated not like
an object, but as the subject, as the magnetic centre of presence. At the root of presence
there is a being who takes me into consideration, who is regarded by me as taking me into
account. Now by definition an object does not take me into account. I do not exist for it.
Let us take the example of a bus conductor. I often travel in a particular bus. Therefore, I
have to deal with this particular conductor often. Now the conductor is an instrument for
me. He /she gives me a ticket and I pay for it. Nothing more than that. Seeing him /her
uneasy one day, I ask, “What is the matter?” Responding to my question he/she comes to
me. Here originates the subject - subject relationship. In this way we really become
present to each other. In this mutual presence starts the Marcelian inter-subjectivity.
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This encounter or meeting or inter-subjectivity is not something accidental or happening
by chance. Marcel writes: “To encounter some one is not merely to cross his path but to
be, for the moment at least near to or with him. To use a term I have often used before, it
means being a co-presence”. This meeting or encounter is “not mere interaction between
two persons… but a reciprocal intercourse of ‘I’ and ‘Thou’ who get to know one another
as persons.” My genuine individuality is found out only in relation with the other. There
is no self without communion. By self-enclosure I am actually destroying myself. So, one
should get out of one’s own egoistic way of being.
2.5 AN INTEGRAL CONCEPT OF PERSON
The ontological, the psychological and the dialogical concepts of person include some
good elements. The ontological concept of person gives importance to the will and
volitive dimension. It implies that human is an ‘individual substance’ who takes free
decisions. Psychological concept of person gives emphasis to intellect and cognitive
dimension. It implies that human is a self-conscious being in the world. The dialogical
concept stresses the heart and the affective dimension and describes person as a loving
and feeling being. All these concepts and dimensions put together we can speak of human
as a person who thinks, wills and feels. Human person thus is a thinking, willing and
feeling entity. Human is precisely a person because one is the master of oneself and one
has self control. The dignity of human too reveals that one is a person with independence,
freedom and responsibility.
2.6 LET US SUM UP
Human is a mystery. Millions of people have been speculating on the nature of human
being for centuries. Various branches of science have attempted to explain the making of
human beings. Still human beings remain a mystery. No one has ever succeeded in
comprehending the nature of human beings completely. Human is an evolving being
possessing the properties of autonomy, self-consciousness, selfless love and selftranscendence. One is a self-transcending being capable of never being satisfied by a
given facticity, capable of transcending and projecting oneself beyond space and time.
The worth of a human person lies not in what one does or what one knows, but in what
one is. Human is an incarnate spirit and is made up of matter and spirit. Since one is an
incarnate spirit one has a soul and is spiritual. A spiritual being is essentially intelligent.
An intelligent being is essentially able to will. A being, able to will, is necessarily free. A
free being is necessarily personal. Human, who is intelligent, free, spiritual and personal
by nature, is able to communicate and enter into relationship with the Absolute. Human is
an unfinished product. In so far as human is a conscious and free being, one is aware of
oneself as a being on the way, who in freedom directs one’s ascent to the fullness of
being. Thus, becoming human is a life long human process of learning to transcend our
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self with love, integrity, fidelity and care. Human being is a possible possibility tending
towards the Infinite and one’s ultimate destiny consists in being united with the Infinite.
Check Your Progress III
Note: a) Use the space provided for your answer
b) Check your answers with those provided at the end of the unit.
1. Human being as spiritual being is open to the Absolute, How?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………
2. What do you understand by the term “Inter-subjectivity”?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………

2.7 KEY WORDS
Person: The word ‘person’ comes from the Greek word ‘prosopon’ meaning mask, to
personify in a role, which became the Latin ‘persona’.
Transcendence: to go beyond a limit or range, e.g. of thought or belief or to exist above
and apart from the material world.
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2.9 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS
Answers to Check Your Progress I

1. Human beings are different from other animals because they have the power of reason.
Rationality is human’s capacity to ask the ‘why’ of things. It is the capacity to think
rationally. To think rationally implies the capacity to distinguish between what is
reasonable and not reasonable in the matters we come across in our life. Reason is the
natural capacity of human beings to arrive at truth in a holistic way.
Human, being rational, is capable of relating oneself with other beings making them
participate in one’s life and promote one’s true good. In order to become authentic human
person, proper reasoning in our thinking and action is needed. Everything human does
when executing human acts must be a manifestation of one’s rationality. The power of
reason helps human form concepts, pass judgements, organize them in systems and give
meaning to reality. Because of his reasoning power human emerges superior to other
beings on earth. Therefore, we can rightly describe human as a rational animal as
Aristotle puts it.
2. Human beings seem to be unique among other creatures of the earth because they not

only are fully aware of the inevitable death but also coupled with this awareness they
seem to refuse that death is the end. Human, being a unity of body and soul or matter and
spirit, death cannot be the end of everything for human. If I was not spirit, death would
not exist for me; there would only the corruption of my body. Therefore, death is
understood as a separation of the soul from the body. For philosophers like Plato and
Aquinas, human is a unity, one substance composed of body and soul. But human soul
being spiritual can subsist without matter. Therefore, the soul, for Plato continues to exist
even after the death of the body because soul alone is the true reality of human.
Etymologically speaking im is non and mortality is death. So immortality is non-death. It
is the continued and perennial existence of human, the soul. This is a unique nature and
feature of human alone.
Answers to Check Your Progress II

1.
The merit of giving an adequate first definition of person in the ontological
perspective goes to Severin Boethius. He defined person as rationalis naturae individua
substantia (individual substance of rational nature). This definition of Boethius was
revised by Aquinas. Aquinas defines person as subsistens in rationali nature (a singular
subsistent of a rational nature).
2.
Human differs from animals as a self conscious being in the cognitive level. Self
consciousness and objectivity are the two elements which distinguish human from
animals. In fact, animals know objects and know themselves but reach neither selfconsciousness nor objectivity, because they do not succeed in separating themselves
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either from the knowing subject or from the known object. Human has the awareness of
the ‘I’ (subject) and ‘non I’ (object).
The inter related actions of reason, volition and emotion together constitute the human
mind (consciousness). By the existence of these mental functions we become self
conscious that we are subjects and not objects. The person not only acts consciously, but
is also aware both of the fact that one acts and of the fact that it is oneself who acts. Selfconsciousness is the awareness by the self of itself. Self knowledge is the basis of self
consciousness.
Answers to Check your Progress III
1. In contrast to the purely material, the structure of human as a spiritual being, given
intelligence and will, means that one is open to the infinite, tending to supercede every
limit. The object of intelligence is being as being. It chooses the finite within the horizon
of infinite and has an infinite desire to know, as well as unbounded potential. Similarly,
the will is never content with the attained good, but tends towards the greater. Since only
the Absolute is infinite and unlimited Truth and Good, only the Absolute can satisfy the
quest of the human person.
2. Inter-subjectivity does not merely mean collective labour or it is not merely being
together either. But it calls for an interaction in a deeper level. It means that I must be
willing to put myself at the disposal of the other. Here ‘the other’ is considered and
treated not like an object, but as the subject, as the magnetic centre of presence. At the
root of presence there is a being who takes me into consideration, who is regarded by me
as taking me into account. Now by definition an object does not take me into account. I
do not exist for it.
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