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30.0 OBJECTIVES 

In this Unit you will learn about : 

changes introduced in intcrnalional relat!ons due to industrializaiion. 

continuities that came to be establislled between the two world wars as a single. unintcr- 
rupted process, and 

the ideological factors that kcpt the groupings in the wars identical in both cases. 

30.1 INTRODUCTION 

We have so far discussed the nature and conscquences of industrial capitalis~n and tlle 
consequent rise of nlodern politics. In the earlier Units. the growth of nation-states and thc 
nature of i~nperialist rivalries have also been discussed. We understand yo11 arc now bcttcr 
placed to see the two world wars as culmination of these diverse proccsses. Industrialization 
had signalled in fact the growth of new states that conlpeted with each other for global 
domination: and in the absence of riicclianis~iis for peacefiil resolutions of internatiooa\ 
rivalries, armed conflicts on an al~llost global scale becanle incvit;ible. Since Europc had 
already been divided into ideologically defined camps, the war also ass~~rncd tdzological 
dimensions. In the first World War ideology was still in the background Rut the Socolld 
World War definitely saw tlie alliance of liberal democracy and sociali:;!n opposed to 1lie 
rightist dictatorial regimes. Interestingly the War did not fiilfil tlle objeciive of either camp- 
annihilation of the other. Soon after the end of arined conflict therefore began an cra of Cold 
War. 

30.2 FACTORS FOR THE WARS 

The two wars were caused by a variety of factor. The beginning of the century witnessed the 
division of the world into major intcmational forces based on distinct ideologies. These forces 
were well equipped with tlie weapons of 11:odern welfare. In the initial decades of the 20111 
century they competed with each other for a doillination of the entire world. Since their 
conflicts and rivalries could not be resolved through any peacefiil mecBanism, they resulted 
in tlie outbreak of the two world wars. Let us look at this aspect in sollie details 

30.2.1 National Economies and Political Rivalry 

Tlie industrial revolution had introduced significa~lt alrcrnrions in rllc intcr~iational balaticc of 



The W ~ r l d  At Wur power. Tlie emergence of nation-states and the growing i~ldustrial resources had made large 
scalc state mobilizations of both lnmxan and material resources a new working possibili@ as 
a combat weapon. Tlie opening years of tlie nineteenth century saw the industrial- 
ma~lufacturing tecli~liques extended beyond England to Illore and more states, such as 
Belgium (1815-30), Sweden, France, United States and Prussia (1840-60), Nonvay. Russia 
and Japan (1870-YO).: Gradually, then, the industrial develop~nents tended to move in the 
direction of a conflict far larger in size than anything in the past had actually taken place. In 
the following sections we shall detail these developments fude r .  The latecomers in the field 
of industrialization used new instruments of capital-markets - banks and financial institutions 
- new elements of business-organizations - joint-stock c ~ m ~ a n i e s  with limited liability 
and an active state policy of protectionism and promotion. ~~e spread of railways forged the 
globe into a single world economy. Although, the technoloby~of power still remained yoked 
to steam and coal, developillents in electric power-generation and chemical-synthesis and the 
oil industry took a course of rapid growth in this period. The economic growth of industrial 
and industrializing countries further quickened after the 1880s. New technologies of elec- 
tricity now accelerated the process of mass production. Modern assembly lines created new 
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products (e.g. automobiles). Though Britain remained the dominant industrial power, 
however, the rapid growth of the American and German economies began to displace 
England from this position of pre-eminence from the 1880s. The growth of Japan after the 
Meiji restoration (1868) and industrialization of Russia further altered the global economic 
environment. Tlie wider diffusio~i of industrialization resulted in fast growing acceptability in 
the use of coal energy. Even in 1913, coal provided, directly or indirectly, for about 90% 
of global enerby output. However. from the 1880s electric energy gradually became more 
i~llportant especially in the USA. America11 and Geman firms offered stiff competition to 
British manufacturers and also enjoyed technological superiority in chemical and electrical 
sectors in industries. Around the middle of tlie 19th century, the British economy was acting 
as the world's banker supplying long-term finance, particularly for the development of 
railways. The two other contenders iu Europe - the Frencli and the German - therefore, 
targeted those indusuializingnations of Europe located at the periphery. After the 1890s and 
especially after 1900, French and German foreign investment also became more global in 
scope, being uildertake~l increasingly in the United States, Latin America, Africa, Russia and 
China. As a direct result of these economic developments. Europe saw the emergence of 
illultiple centrqs of politico-economic power competing with each other and also trying 
simultaneously to displace Britain from its position of preeminence in world economic 
affairs. 

A crisis seemed imminent as the expanding industrialization tended to globalise the economy. 
In fact, the world system of capitalism was still working in the form of competing "national 
economies". The closing years of the nineteenth century did see the crystallization of this 
trend. The latecomers in the field of industrialization (such as Prussia, Russia and Japan) were 
staking claims beyond the "national territories". Economic and political rivalries now began 
to take tlie shape of ideological groupings even if quite loose in their. The Pan-German 
League, founded in 1893 and representing right-wing conservative forces. wanted eco~iomic 
and territorial control over Central Europe. They claimed Belgium, the French iron ore 
district of Longwy-Briey, the French channel coast to tlie Soiiime and a Mediterranean base 
at Toulon, along with Poland and the Baltic states. They also envisaged a Ceiitral European 
federation comprising Austria-Hungary. Bulgaria, Romania, the Netherlands, S\vitzerland, 
Denmark. Sweden, Norway and Finland under the leadership of Germany together with 
German, French and Belgian colonies attaclled to it. ln May 1915, tlie central federation of 
German industries and other industrial and agrarian interests gave their support to these plans. 
lt was not incidental that Germany's alliances during war and the treaties of Bucharest and 
Brest-Litovsk (1918) fulf~lled these dreams to a great e~2ent. Hitler not only wanted a union 
(Anschluss) with Austria but also aimed to get sufficient living-space (Lebensraurn) for the 
German 'people'. 

The Italian right-wing similarly used classconcepts of 'proletarian' (have-nots) and 'pluto- 
cratic' (have) nations to redefine international relations and to claim colonies for a 
'proletarian' Italy. In Japan, similarly, the right-wing militant nationalists (Black Dragon 
Society 1901), Empire Foundation Society (1926), and Japan Production Party (1931), 
demanded an "equitable distribution of world resources". They even favoured military action 
to establish "A Co-pr?sperity Zone" in $e East under Japanese leadership. 



30.2.2 International Relations and Formation of Camps 

Industrialization created ~llultiple centres of power and threw new clai~iiants in tlie race for 
global domination. There was. however. no ~necllanisnl to adjudicate rival claims and resolve 
co~fflicts. The attempts made to rcsolve conflicts lacked dircction. The First and Second 
Hague Conferences (1899 and 1907) failcd to achieve anything concrete on the issue of 
arnlament reduction. The Court of Arbitration set up at Hague to deal with inter-state 
conflicts also proved futile. The anticipation of a large-scale war loomed large. The 
arnialnent race and military build-ups by the European powers, in anticipation of this war, 
continued at a frenzied pace. The apparent purpose of sucll military build-ups - protection of 
(feeble) national econo~nies - got pr~blic support in good measure. The system of military al- 
liances used by the European powers for secunty purposes meant that in the eventuality of 
a real war the fighting would not only involve tlie two sides but rvould bring a number of 
other countries. too. in tlie fray. Sucli alliances could force i1 country to go to war against 
an 'enemy' with which it had no dircct co~fflict. The secrecy of the tenus of alliances could 
also have disastrous consequences. In 1879. Germany and Austria-Hungary agreed to go to 
war if either country was attacked by Russia. Italy joined the agreement in 1882, and it 
became known as the Triple Alliance. In 1894. France and R~usia agreed to mobilize (i.e., 
call up troops) if any nation in the Triple Alliance mobilized forces. Tliey agreed to help 
each other if either were attacked by Ger~nally. In 1904, alarmed by German naval build- 
up, Britain ended their "splendid isolation". It not only settled the past differences over 
colonies but also signed the Entente Cordiale (friendly agreement) with Frdnce. Although the 
agreement contained no pledges of nlilitary support, the two countries began to discuss joint 
military plans, In 1907. Russia joined the Entente Cordiale, and it became known as the 
Triple Entente. These alliances left Europe divided into two hostile camps. 

The two can~ps faught in 1914-1918 the World War I to resolve the question of global 
domination. The treaties (of Versailles, Riga, Lausanne, Locamo. etc.) sinlply redrew tlie 
lnap of Europe. Four great enlpires, the Russian Ro~nanov, the Hohenzollern, t l~e  Habsburg. 
and the Ottoman faced defeat and collapsed. Russia underwent a bloody civil war before tlie 
establishment of Comn~unist rule. Germany became a republic, suffering from the stigma of 
defeat and burdened by Allied reparations. The victorious western de~nocracies gained 
territories. France, for instance. gained Alsace-Lorraine which was with Germany since I87 1. 
Britain acquired Inore colonial possessions, but the safety of its empire remained perilous. In 
fact, the problem of global do~nination failed to resolve itself even after a war of such colossal 
proportion. In 1922, tlle British were co~npelled to accept naval parity witli ~ ~ l l & c a  and to 
abandon the Anglo-Japanese alliance. so useful to the~n in protecting their Far Eastern 
empire. Italy and Japan remained dissatisfied with their territorial gains. Discontent over 
the severity of the Allied peace terms and squabbles over the newly drawn frontiers contained 
seeds of future conflicts. 

The idea of a world organization for maintaining peace in the globe was proposed by 
Woodrow Wilson. the American president. But it did not generate much hype as tlie treaty 

I of Versailles. the cornerstone of this organization - the League of Nations - was not ratified 
even by America. Moreover. the defeated powers were also not invited to beco~ue memnbers. 

i Germany was allowed to join the Leabue only in 1926. Partial success was achieved in naval 
I disam~ament in 192 1 and 1930 when Britain, USA and Japan agreed to inlpose restrictions 

on their own cruisers, destroyers and submarines. However, the League sponsored Disarnla- 
merit Conference in Geneva (1932-34) failed to reach any agreement. Cracks began to appear 

i in global peace in the early 1930s. The League lacked the executive powers n, impose 
I peaceful solutions. Japancse Militaris~n, Italian Fascis111 and Ger~iian Nazis111 beca~ile 
1 increasingly strident in their demands. 
i 

In 1931, Japanese forces seized Manclmria. a region of China rich in natural re'sources. and 
nude it a puppet state called Mancliukuo. Some liistorians consider this incident as tlie start 
of another war on a global scalc. the World War 11. To add to an already volatile situation. 
Italia~l forces invaded Abyssinia (modern Ethiopia) and conquered it  by May 1936. I11 
Germany, Hitler startcd in a big way a progralillile of military build-up - in violation of tlie 
tcrlns of the Treaty of Vcrsaillcs. 111 Marcli 1936. lic ~~otified to tlre western powers tlie 
existence of a Gcr~nan Air Force (LuCt~~uffc). 111 the same year. Ger~nany and ltalv fornicd 
an alliance. called the Rolnc-Berlin Axis. wliicli \\.as joined in I940 by Japan. In March 

'Tho Two world Wan 



1938. Gemlan arlly nloved into Austria to aclkie\le union (Anschluss) with Ger~ilany. In 
1938. Hitler sought tllz control of Sudetanland. a region of Wester11 Czecho-slovakia 
do~ninatcd by Gcr~nan speaking people. Britain wished to preserve pcace at all costs, by 
nleeling Hitler's denlands and following a policy of appcasen~ent. In Septcnlber 1938, British 
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain and French Preinicr Daladier agreed to turn over the 
Sudctea-land to Gcrnlany and forced Czechoslo\lakia to accept the agreement p~h ich  'became 
k~low~l as the Munich Agreement). The failure of appeaselnent soon became clear. Hitler 
violated the hlunich Agreement in March 1939 and seized the rest of Czechoslovakia. 
Siinilar treatinsnt was meted out to Poland later on. 

A dress-rehearsal for World War I1 was held 'after the ideological divisions of Spain resulted 
in a Civil War (1936-39). In Spain in 1936, a 'popular front' of republicans, socialists, 
anarchists and syndicalists assr~med power. The army leaders and right-wing parties feared 
the prograillme of this front and rebelled under General Franco. The situation thus became 
I ipe for other world ~nilitary powers to show their powers. The divisions were quite apparent. 
The Fascist and Nazi regi~lles provided military support to General Franco while the Soviet 
~ J I I I O I I  helped the Repnblicans. The Republican forces also received "volunteers" from many 
countries tllougll l~bcral democracies desisted fro111 a direct national participation at this time. 

30.3 THE WARRING NATIONS IN THE WORLD WARS 

The theatre for the First World War got located in the Balkans which was then a region of 
competing nationalisms and ethnic conflicts. Briefly the drama of the First World War 
unfolded in the foliowing manner. Austria-Hungary declared war on Serbia on 28th July, 
9 Germany declared a war on Russian on 1st August and on France on 3rd August. 
Belg~unl was invaded by Gennan forces on the same day and France was invaded on 4th 
August. Germah violation of Belgium neutrality gave the British a convenient excuse to enter 
the war on the side of France and Russia. British world-wide interests made the war a global 
conflict. drawing into it the domIni0ns of Australia. Canada, New Zealand, South Africa and 
the kreatest British colonial possession, India. and later the United States, because of close 
British links with it. Austria-Hungap attacked Russia on 6th August and France and Britain 
declared war on Austria-Hunga~y on 12th August. Italy, diplomatically aligned with Austria 
and Germany since the Triple Alliance of 1882. declared its neutrality on 3rd August. In the 
following months it was avidly pursued by France and Britain. On 23rd May 1915, the 
Italian government succumbed to Allied temptations and declared war on Austria-Hungary in 
pursuit of territorial espansion. 

In the Second World War, division of the world into two amled camps followed more or less 
same pattern as for the First World War. Onlv a few shtes such as Italy, Japan, Turkey. and 
Ro~llania switched their sides either because of dissatisfaction with territorial gains in the first 
War or due to idoeological reasons. Gemally, Italy and Japan (known as the Axis Powers) 
were joined by Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania, Albania. Finland and Thailand. The Allied 
armed camp nlainly consisted of Britain, France, Soviet Union. Belgium, Denmark, Turkey 
and tile United States. Other nlajor belligerents siding with the Allies included Argentina, 
Australia, Canada. Brazil. Greece, Czechoslovakia. Egypt. South Africa, Netherlands, Nor- 
way, Poland. etc. 

Check Your Progress 1 

Note : i) Write your answer in the space given below. 

ii) Check your answer with the answcrs given at the end of this Unit. 

1) How did industrialization affect relations of powers? Answer in 100 words. 

.................................................................................................................................... 
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2) How did the system of military alliances pave the way for World War'? Answer in 
about 10 sentences. 

3) Which of the followi~ig state~nents are correct: 

a) The system of military alliances was nieant for security purposeis, but made 
world Inore unsafe. 

b) The Spanish civil war was an internal matter of that country. 

c) Tlie policy of appeasement followed by the British governmellt had no desirable 
effect. 

d) Two armed canlps in World War I and .World War 11 were not identical. 

30.4 WARS AS THE WARS OF IDEOLOGIES 

Modem politics, inaugurated by the revolutions of 18th and 19th centuries and institutional- 
ized through elections. parties and representation, also served to divide European society and 
polity along ideological lines. The spectrum of politics had created three major bands in the 
19th century - left, centre (liberal democratic) and right (counter-revolutionary). 111 tlie 
following sub-sections we discuss the formation and features of this political spectrum. 

30.4.1 Ideologically defined Armed Camps of the Two World 
Wars 

You have seen in section 30.4.1 above how belligerents in both wars were almost identically 
grouped in two hostile armed camps. In large measure, this grouping of territorially 
demarcated states was based on basic, ingrained political proclivities of these states. Britain, 
2 

France, America. the main allies in both wars, had well-established liberal democratic 
traditions. Gerniany. Austria. Italy, Japan, Hungary lacked such deniocratic traditions. 
Although Japan and Italy helped tlie Allies in the First World War, both left then1 during 
Inter-war period itself and with their dictatorial, authoritarian regimes found their natural 
allies (the Central Powers) during World War 11. Tlle Russian autocracy under tile 
Romanovs supported western denlocracies owing to eco~~omic compulsions as 25% of 
investnients from abroad came from France (19 14) and Russian banking. railway develop- 
nient and the Southern Russian Industrial Co~nples all depended on French capital. During 
World War 11, ideological conlpulsions again co~~ipelled Conlnlunist Soviet U1lio11 to allv 
itself with western liberal deniocracies against tlie danger of extreme right-wing dictatorsliipb 
despite inter-war recriminations. The Ottoman empire supported the Central Powers dilr:rig 
World War I. However, a de~ilocratically refomled Turkey joined the Allies in llie Seco~id 
World War. 

. 
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'Ihe World At  \Vur Howe\!cr, w11i1t differentiated the libcri~l den~ocratic world fro111 the Central European 
Ellipires was not tlre esistence of elections. voting rights and parlian~ents, but responsible, 
accountable go\~ernments. Tlre Gerlllan empire esublished by Bismarck after the Franco- 
Prussian War ( I  870) was a 'revolution from above' carried out by the Pmssian military. The 
Gernian Cons1;tution of 1871 entrusted formal sovereignty to a Federal Council (Bundesrat) 
whose nle~nbers wcre no~ninated by the executives of member-states. It also established a 
Reiclstag or parlia~nent of -100 deputies elected by a direct, secret, adult male suffrage. 
However. there was complcte lack of parliamentary responsibility in this system as the 
Inlperial Chancellor, appointed by the emperor, and enjoying enonnous powers, was not 
accountable to the Reichstag. The German empire, therefore, emerged as a hybrid of Prussian 
military l~egemony and imperial federation. combining   nod ern franchise with ancient 
n~onarcl~ical authority. The emperor retained control over the three pillars of absolutism in 
the dominant Prussian state. the anny, the bureaucracy and the foreign affairs. The Prussian 
landed gentry or junkers remained the bulwark of this state. Karl Marx aptly described the 
Ger~~ian state as "a ~nilitary despqtisni cloaked in parliamentary fonns with a feudal 
ingredient, and at the sallle time influenced by bourgeoisie, decked out by bureaucrats, and 
safeguardcd by the police." 

Similarly. the Habsburg monarchy of Austria-Hungary and the Ottoman empire were also 
dominated by medie\lal social institutions and military methods. Although a sham consti- 
tutional goverlllncnt was establisl~ed in Austria-Hungary in 1861, the representative elements 
in parlialnent remained restricted and it was dominated by nominated members from the 
clergy and the big landowning classcs. Universal adult male francluse was introduced in 
1907 but the nature of state remained unchanged. Similarly, a representative parliamentary 
governlnent was established under the leadership of Young Turks in 1908 and the Ottoman 
empire started disintegrating. However, a reformed democratic policy in Turkey could 
emerge only after the fall of Sultan Muhammad VI in 1922. 

War hrther forced every individual to take a stance. It posed the problem of identity for 
 nill lions of people. Iliternal ideological cleavages were to be avoided to face the enemy from 
outside. War put the squeeze on ideological space (hegemonic space) available within a state. 
It tended to homogenize citizens, within territorially organized states, at least in their attitudes 
towards war and national defence and i~ demonizing enemy states. The process of identity- 
resolution. however, was not a smooth and uneventful process. For instance, there were more 
tlran a hundred socialist members in German parliament, who for years had been proclaiming 
their loyalty to the spirit of internationalisn~, but only Karl Liebkneckt voted against 
warcredits in 1914. George Lansbuy, the pacifist leader of British Labour Party was ousted 
from leadership of Party as he was opposed to re-anning of Britain in a big way. 

30.4.2 Political Spectrum of Europe at the Outbreak of the War 

The Left spectnun of this divide was nlainly inspired by socialist ideology. In 1864, the 
International Working Men's Association or the First International was boin. Though it 
collapsed in 1876 mainly as a result of unresolved internal contradictions, it did give birth 
to socialist and social-democratic parties organized llrainly along national lines. In 1875 the 
Ulliversal German Working Men's Association fused with another Marsian group to form the 
German Social Democratic Party. It went on increasing its influence despite Bis~narkien ban 
fro111 1878-90. Its share of popular vote increased from 3.2%) in 1872 to 34.8% in 1912. 
Socialist party in France was founded by Jules Guesde in 1879. There were five socialist 
parties in Frapce in 1890s. The Independent Socialist Party of Jean Jaures (1.893) was more 
prominent. Two major socialist groups merged in 1905 and the number of socialist deputies 
in the French Chamber of Deputies increased from 52 in 1906 to 102 in 1914. In Britain, 
tlle Fabian Society was founded to propagate socialism in 1884. Later in 1893. the 
Independent Labour Party was formed which wanted to achieve socialism through parliamen- 
tary action. It illcreased its strength in the British House of Commons from 2 menlbers in 
1900 to 12 in 1910. After 1880s. similar social-democratic parties were organized in Italy, 
Russia, ~ungary, Belgium, Sweden, Switzerland, etc. In 1889, the Second Socialist 
lnternational~was organized as a loose federation of national socialist parties. It had a Radical 
left wing led by Marsists and a refomlist wing which wanted compron~ise with the liberal 
de~nocratic state and parties to improve workers' lot within existing i~lstitutions and social 
structure. 

Si~nilarly liberal democratic parties represented the centrist politics of promoting industrial 
capitslism in tllcir respective countrics. Tllc republicans in the Tl~ird Rcpublic of France. 



Whig or Liberal p a w  in Britain. the Liberal Party and Catholic Celitre party in Gerrii~il~y and 
Catholic People's Party in Italy and Kadet party in Russia eselllplified tlie politics of [lie 
centre. Right-wing politics wi~s typified by tlie French Legitinlists who wanted restoration of 
ri~onarchy in France, Tory or Consen~atives in Britain, the Agrarian League in Gcrliianv and 
Gennan Workers Party (D.A.P. folinded i n  1903). The niore inclined towards estrcnle right 
wing were certain paramilitary forces -,vhich enierged in 20th ccntury sucl~ as the Heialwclir 
in Austria, Action Fran-caise in France (founded in 1899), Italian Nationalist Association (or 
AN1 established in 1910) and ultranationalist Boulangism in France. 

~ f k r  the war, liberal deniocracics re-established their control over the Ccntral European 
Empires. helped by reformist. colnprolilising socialist leaders in milny cases. However, using 
ultra-nationalist slogans, induccd by econoli~ic problems. Fascist and right-wing dictatorships 
soon gave a still~ulus to establisl~ a po\vcrful right-wing armed front in countries like Italy, 
Gernlany. Austria. Hungaiy, Poland. Spain and Japan. Tliese dictatorships ilrose especially 
in countries that lacked* traditions of dcmocr~tic institutions. The central doctrine of these 
variegated dictatorships was the supremacy of stat: as opposed to the liberal denlocratic ideal 
that the state exists for the individual. Despite anti-capital rhetoric, these statcs also opposed 
revolutior~ary socialism. 

During the Second World War, liberal den~ocracies of Britain, France and USA, etc, and 
t Communist Soviet Union allied together to wipe out right-wing dictatorships. The outcome 

in 1945 left two contendillg armed canlps (Western democratic camp and Communist camp), 
antithetical to each other, reviling each other, but both with the same end in view, that of, 
global domination. 

30.5 BEGINNING OF THE COLD WAR 

After World War 11, the world was split between a Colil~nunist bloc, an anti-Communist bloc. 
arid a small number of neutral slates. In February 1945. Churchill (British Prime Minister), 
Roosevelt (American President) and Stalin, leader of Soviet Union nlet at Yalta in the Crimea. 
It was easy for the Allies to agrce in thcir objective of defeating Gernlany and Japan. But 
differences of interests, opinions and idcas surfaced when t l~e question of future opened up. 
Britain and America disliked cornlilu~lisnl and feared its spread in the devastated countries of 
Europe. The display of Russian strength during the war also alarmed them. The Allies had . 
agreed to free elections in the East European Countries liberated by the Red Army such as 
Poland, Hungary, Czechoslovakia, Romania, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia, and Albania. But Stalin 

I 

imposed co~nmunist govenlliients on these cou~itries. Eastern Poland was exchanged with 
.German Silesia by Stalin, thus moving t11c Russian frontier further West. Britain intervened 

I 
in Greece and toppled a Co~nlnu~list govenlnlent there. Germany was initially divided into 
four zones. Berlin, the capital city under Russian-controlled zone was also similarly divided. 
In 1948, three western zones introduced a new currency, without consulting the eastern zone, 
resulting in rail and road traffic blockade by Soviet Union for eight ~nonths during which the 
British and Americans air-llfted all supplies to Berlin. Tlie Soviet on tlie one side and US, 
Britain and France on other side, opposed each other in every sphere. The Eastern European 
countries under Soviet hegemony re-fused to accept Alnerican aid ulidcr tlie Marshall Plan. 
for reconstruction of their econonlies. The Soviet Union made the atoliiic bomb in 1949 and 
the situation of hostility further intensified which was called tlie Cold War. Peace remained 
elusive in this open ideological wilr, which periodically erupted into col~fronratioli between 
the great power blocs with ilnpending threats of military action or of liuclear destruction of 
our' planet. 

Check Your Progress 2 

i Note : i) Write your answer in the space given below. 

ii) Check your answer with the answers given at the end of this Unit. 

1) The anned camps of world wars were engaged in a war of ideologies. Comment in 
about 50 words. 

Tlie Two World W a n  



2) What do you understand by the Cold War? Explain in 10 sentences. 

30.6 LET US SlJM UP 

In this Unit. you have seen how the industrialization of western countries threw up nlultiple 
clainlants to do~nination of globe. In the absence of international lnechanisms where by such 
claims can be resolved through arbitration and peaceful mechanisnls, armed conflict on a 
global scale became imperative. We have also seen that the three-fold ideological divisions 
of 19th century Europe culnlinated in welldefined armed camps with distinctive ideological 
positions. There-fore, as we have seen, belligerents in the two world wars were almost 
identically arrayed. In a protracted anned conflict. staning in 1914, with an interval of long 
truce fro111 1919-39, and all the eventful kaleidoscope of history, finallv the grand alliance of 
liberal denlocrag and socialis~n wiped out the Right counter-revolutionary camp. Even after 
this bitter conflict, peace remained elusive as a new era of secret, ideological hostility known 
as the cold war commalced from 1945 itself between the western liberal democratic world 
and the Soviet Union-led Conununist bloc. 

30.7 KEY WORDS 

Anschluss 

Appeasement 

Economies of Scale 

Lebensraum 

National Self- 
determination 

A Gernlan term for Union, used in the con- 
text of Pan-Gern~an ideology of Austria and 
German Union. 

A policy of satisfying Nazi government de- 
niands in a bid to contain its aggressive 
policy. 

The advantages of large-scale production 
accruing to a firm owing to the size of firm. 

An, ideological construct of Nazis who 
wanted a "living space" for the German 
Race - an euphemism for their domination. 

A ~nilitary term used for calling up troops 
for fight. 

Right of a nationality to choose its future. 



Pay~ilelits for war-damagcs. 

Voting riglit granted by a state to its citizens. 
(also called franchise) 

Vertical integri~tion An eco~iomic process whereby a firm takes 
over sources of its raw-materials and enter- 
prises which buy its product. 

30.8 ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS 
EXERCISES 

Check Your Progress 1 

1) See Sub-sections 30.2.1 and 30.2.2 

2) See Section 30.3 

3) a) Correct, b) Incorrect, c) Correct, d) Incorrect. 

Check Your Progress 2 

1 )  Summarize Sub-section 30.4.2 

2) See Section 30.5 




