EXERCISE 4 (This exercise relates to Unit 9)

To observe the mother’s/father’s/ caregiver’s language behaviour with their infant who is
between 9 and 12 months of age by observing their interaction with the infant for 10 minutes.
You can observe the interaction as the caregiver plays with, bathes or feeds the infant or
talks to her/him.

1)

2)

3)

-Objectives

To find out about how and what the caregiver speaks to the infant, how sensitive and
responsive she/he is to the infant’s vocalizations and how she/he encourages the
infant.

To find out how the infant responds to the caregiver’s spcech.

In Unit 9 you have read that the caregiver’s use of language has a great influence on
the language developnient of the infant. You know that it is iniportant to talk to the
baby from the time she is born and to respond to her vocalizations. The infant alsa
initiates communication by cooing or babbling, to which the caregiver responds.
Through such cxchanges the infant learns language and acquires the skill of turn-
taking. This exercise will help you to apply the theoretical concepts that you have
studied to real life situations.

You have read that infants must be provided a rich language environment. Through
this exercise you will get a glimpse of the kind of environment the infant bas for
language learning.

To familiarise yoursell with the technique of observation.

" In the preceding section of the Practical Manual you have read about the technique

of observation. Using this technique you can come to know about people’s natural
behaviour. This exercise gives you an opportunity to apply this technique and develop
the skills of obscrvation.

Before ﬁhe Exercise

1)  Identifyafamily where there is an infant between the age 9 and 12 months. The family
may be known to you.
2) Look at Unif 9 on Language Development.
3) Recall the points that have to be kept in mind while carrying out an observation.
Time needed for the Exercise .
Reading the exercise completely 20 minutes
Observing the caregiver and child 10 minutes

Recording the observations and the

aunalysis on the responsc sheets 45 minutes
Conclusions 20 minutes
Total time ' 95 minutes = 1 hr 35 minutes

Observing the Caregiver-Child Interaction

When you have to observe the interaction between the carcgiver/mother/father and

the infant, you must choose such a time when the infant is active. If the infant is sleepy or
irritable, she will probably not intcract much with the caregiver and you will not be able
to observe mugch, from the point of view of language interaction. You canask the mother/
caregiver for the best time to come to the house.
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Do not tell the caregiver that you plan to note down her language interaction with the infant.
Give her a truthful answer that you are doing this exercise for your coursc work, but do not
specifically tell her that you will note down her language interaction with the infant, since
this may cause her to modify her behaviour.

If the caregiverasks you some question during the period of observation, answer her, but
doso briefly. Seat yourselfin a place where you do not interfere in the interaction between
the father/mother/caregiver and the child.

Take a diary, a pen and a watch with you. Record the caregiver’s and the infant’s speech
and non-verbal communication. The recording must continue even if the mother and the
child shift to another activity. Follow the mother and the child unobtrusively.

After the recording of observations, do not abruptly get up and go away. You can stop:
writing but wait for an opportunity to properly thank the mother and then leave.
You have to record

1)  the infant’s vocalizations with the father mother/caregiver and her responses to the
mother’s/father’s caregiver’s speechand also to that of other people, ifany are present
at the time of observation.

2)  the infant’s gestures and other non-verbal communication such as smiling, laughing,
gurgling or gazing.

3)  the caregiver’s speech with the infant.

4)  the caregiver’s non-verbal communication such as gestures, laughter and smile.

S)  thedescription of the situation in which the communication between the infant
and the caregiver takes place. In other words, you must record the context.

Read the example given below to understand what you bave to record and how you have
to analyse. This is a three-minute sample of language interaction between the father and
his ten-month-old son.

Example
Observation Analysis
The father is repairing the table :
fan and the infant crawls upto him. The child uses babbling to
He pulls at his shirt ‘and babbles. attract the father’s attention —lI
The father looks at child, smiles
and says, ‘‘Yes! How are you? What The father responds to the
do you want?’’ and then goes back child’s vocalizations -2

to do his work.

The child holds on to the father’s

knee and stands up and tries to

reach for the tools. His father -

stops him and playfully says,

““So you will repair the The father initiates conversation
fan? Hmm....... Where is Didi? with the child. : -3
Play with her. Where is she?

Hmm...... Where is Didi?”’

The child looks towards the The child seems to understand the
room where the sister is and question and responds
babbles. appropriately. -

This is only a three-minutc.observation. Analysis 1and 4 tell you about the child’s level of
language development and analysis 2 and 3 about the language behaviour of the father. As
this interaction will goes on for 10 minutes, one will be able to observe more about the
language development of the child.

You would have noticed that we do not bave to analvse behaviour other than the language
of the caregiver and the child. Forexalnple, we do not have to note here that the child is
able to crawl and can stand with support.



‘| Now rccord your observations and analysis in the following table according to the example
| given above. Take the blank shcets provided at the end of the Manual with you to the

infant’s home to write the observations. Come back and write these observations in
i the following table and analyse them.
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Conclusions

You have already written the analysis of the observations in the table above. Now you have

to use this to write your conclusions about the infant’s language ability and the mother’s/
father’s/caregiver’s interaction with the infant in terms of language. Your conclusions
should reflect:

e whether the caregiver is sensitive and responsive to the infant’s verbal and non-verbal
efforts.

e does the infant use gestures, does he/she vocalize to initiate conversation and respond
to the people around her/him.

@ can the infant follow what the other people say to her/him.

is there an encouragement of the infant’s attempt to speak by people in her/his
environment.

Making sure that you keep these aspects in mind, write the conclusion in a paragraph in
the space provided below.
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FEEDBACK ON EXERCISE 4

1)

2)

3)

-

4)

S)

Y

Did you find this exercise

Very interesting ] Interesting [ ] Notinteresting 1]
Give reasons for your answer.

..............................................................................................................................

..................................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................

DT T L L LT LTy Ty T T L R T R T Py PR P P

Were you able to record the data

Easily []  With difficulty (] Could just manage [ |
If you found it difficult, what were the reasons?

..............................................................................................................................

...............................................................................................

..............................................................................................................................
.............................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................

Did you find the exercise

Useful [:] Partly useful [:I Not useful I:I
If you did not find it useful, why was it so?

..............................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................
...............................................................................................................................
T L L Ty T T L LI YL YT

..............................................................................................................................

Were you able to analyse your observations accoiding to the guidelines.given?

Yes D : No [:|

Were the _instructions and guidelines given to you for recording the
observation '

Clear E] Unclear [ _]
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6)

Do you want to say anythihg else about the exercise?
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