
EXERCISE 4 (This exel-cise relates to Uuit 9) 

To observe the mother's/father's/ caregiver's lallguage behaviour with their infant who is 
bclween 9 and 12 ~iiol~ths of ilgc by observing their interaction with the infant for 10 minutes. 
Yo11 can observe the interaction as the caregiver plays with, bathes or feeds the infant or 
talks to herlhim. 

1) To find out about how and what the caregiver speaks to the infant, how sensitive and 
responsive shellie is to the infant's vocalizatiolls and how shethe encourages the 

2) To fiud out how the infant respo~lds to the caregiver's speech. 

In Unit 9 you have read that the caregiver's use of language has a great influence on 
the languagc d e v e l o p ~ ~ ~ c l ~ t  of the infant. You know t ha1 it is in~portant to talk to the 
bilby fro111 the time she is born and to respond to hcrvocalizations. The infant also 
initiates co~n~iiunici~tion I)y cooing or babbling, to which the caregiver responds. 
Through such cxchi~nges Ihe infalit learns language and acquires the skill of tum- 
taking. This exerclsc will help you to apply the theoretical concepts that you have 
studied to real life situations. 

You ]lave read thi~t inlints nlust be provided a rich language environn~ent. Through 
this exercise you will get il glimpse oC the kind of enviro~~~iient the infant has for 
I i I~ lg~i~ge  !eeanling. 

3) To faniiliarise yoursclf with the tcchniquc of observation. 
In the preceding sectloll of the Practical Manual you have read about the technique 
of observation. Using lhis technique you ci~n conlc to know about people's natural 
behaviour. This exercise gives you an oppoqunity to apply this technique add develop 
the skills of observation. 

Before the Exercise 

1) Identify a fanlily wherc there is an infi~nt betwecn the age 9and 12 months. The family 
may be known to you. 

2) Look at Unit 9 on L.ii~~guagc Development. 

3)  Recall the poiilts that have to be kept in ~iii~ld while carrying out an observation. 

Time needed for the Exercise . 
Rcad~ng the exercise completely 20 lninutes 

Observing the caregiver and child 10 minutes 

Recording the observations and the 
a ~~alysis  on the respo~lse slleels 45 minutes 

Conclusions 20 minutes 

Total time 95 minutes = 1 hr 35 nlinutes 

Observing the Caregiver-Child Interaction 

When you have to observe the il~teraction between the carcgiver/mother/f;~tber and 
the infant, you must choose such a time when the infant is active. If the infant is sleepy or 
irritable, she will probably not intcri~ct 111uch with the caregiver and you will not be able 
to observe m u ~ h ,  fro111 the point of view of language interaction. You can ask the molherl 
caregiver for the bcst time lo conle to the house. 
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Do not tell the caregiver that you plan to note down her language interactio~~ with thc inl'ant. 
Give her a truthful answer that you are doing ihis exercise for your coursc work, but do not 
specifically tell her that you will note down her language interaction with the infant, since 
this may cause her to modify her behaviour. 

If the caregiver asks you some qucstmn during the period of observation, allswer her, but 
do so briefly. Seat yourself in a place where you do not interfere in the interaction between 
the fatherlmotherlcaregiver and the child. 

Take a diary, a pen and a watch with you. Record the caregiver's and the infant's speech 
and non-verbal communication. The recording must continue even if the mother and the 
child shift to another activity. Follow the mother and the child unobtrusively. 

After the recording of observations, do not abruptly get up and go away. You can stop, 
writing but wait for an opportunity to properly thank the mother and then leave. 

You have to record 

1) the infant's vocalizations with the father motherlcaregiver and her responSes to the 
mother'slfather's caregiver's speechand also to that ofother people, ifany are present 
at the time of observation. 

2) the infant's gesturesand other non-verbal communication such as smiling, laughing, 
gurgling or gazing. 

3) the caregiver's speech with the infant. 

4) the caregiver's non-verbal co~nnlunication such as gestures, laughter and smile. 

5 )  thedescriptionofthe situation in which the communication between the infant 
and the caregiver takcs place. In other words, you must record the context. 

Read the example given below to understand what you have to record end how you have 
to analyse. This is a three-minute sample of language interaction between the father and 
his ten-month-old son. 

Trample 

Observation 
The father is repairing the table 
fan and the infant crawls upto Iiim. 
He pitlls at his slrirt 'and babbles. 
The faflzer looks at cliild, smiles 
nnd says, "Yes! How are yoir ? Wlrat 
do yoir want?" and tlren goes back 
to du lris work. 
Tlie cltild holds on to the faflrer's 
knee and stands up and fries to 
renclz for the fools. His faflrer - 
stops lrim andplnyfirlly says, 
"So yorr will repnir flrs 
fan? Hmm ....... Wlrere is Didi? 
Ploy witlr Iier. Wlrere is size? 
H~nm ...... Wlwre is Didi?" 
Tlre clrild.1ooks towards the 

Analysis 

The clzild uses babbling to 
attract the jbtlter 's attehtion -1 

Tlw fa flier responds fo tire 
clrild's ~~ocnlimtions -2 

Tlre father initinfes con~~ersation 
with the cltild. -3 

The child seems to rrnderstnnd tire 
room wlrere tire sister is and question and responds 
babbles. appropriately. 

This is only a three-nunute observation. Analysis 1 and 4 tell you about the child's level of 
language develop~l~ent and analysis 2 and 3 about the language behaviour of the father. As 
this interaction will goes oil lor 10 mi~autes, one will be able to observe Illore about the 
language dewelopnlent of the child. 

You would have noticed that we do not have to analvse behaviour other than the language 
of the caregiver and the child. For exalnple, we do not have to note here that the child is 
able to crawl and can stand with support. 
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1 .  Now rcrnrd your observations and analysis in tbe following table according to theexample 
.( given above. Take thc blank shcets provided at tbe end of the Manual with you to the 
I infant's honrc to write thc observations. Come back and write theseobservations in 
I the following table and analyse them. 














