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1.1 INTRODUCTION

Education is the process of developing the competencies and skills of
individuals by teaching or schooling. It is a systematic training and instruction,
especially, of the youngsters with a view to preparing them for life by enabling
them construct the required information, skills and attitudes. The tool that we
generally used to achieve aims of education is curriculum. Curriculum refers
to the total list of selected and organized content and learning experiences that
are meant for helping learners construct their own knowledge, skills and
attitudes. Curriculum is the specification of content for a course of study.
Curriculum is not something that is constructed haphazardly without due study
and consideration. It has its theoretical base which guides the selection of
curricular aims, content, and methods. This theoretical base or foundation rests
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on disciplines such as philosophy, sociology, psychology as well as history of
education. As students of education, you are expected to know several aspects
related to curriculum and its contexts. What has curriculum to do with
knowledge, discipline and subjects? How are learners and societal needs
connected with curriculum? How do disciplines like philosophy, sociology and
psychology act as bases or foundations of education? What are the specificities
of curricula at local, state and national levels? Let us now strive to find answers
to such questions with respect to the contexts of curriculum.

1.2 OBJECTIVES

After going through this Unit, you should be able to:
e define what knowledge is;

e explain the relationships existing among knowledge, discipline, and
subjects;

e cxplain the meaning of curriculum;
e identify the various aspects that curriculum involves;

e list the various criteria used for selecting content and learning
experiences for curriculum;

e discuss various needs of the society;
e cexplain the role of philosophy in the construction of the curriculum;

e highlight the contribution of sociology to the construction of the
curriculum;

e cxplain the role of psychology in the construction of the curriculum;
and

e analyze the various advantages and disadvantages of having curriculum
at local, state and national levels.

1.3 KNOWLEDGE, DISCIPLINE AND SUBJECT

Nature of knowledge has been a matter of concern in philosophy from the
earliest times. The word ‘philosophy’ is derived from Greek words “philo”
which means “love” and “sophos” which means “wisdom” (wWww.
vocabulary.com/dictionary/). Therefore it means “love of knowledge or
wisdom”. The Greek word “episteme” means ‘knowledge’. Epistemology is
an important area in philosophy. It deals with the theory of knowledge. Its
central questions include the origin of knowledge, the place of experience and
reason in generating knowledge. The Greek philosophers like Plato defined
knowledge as “true belief”. It is a kind of belief that is supported either by facts
or reason.



1.3.1 Knowledge

According to the most widely accepted definition, knowledge is “justified true
belief”. Knowledge is generally divided into three areas, namely, (i) cognitive
domain, (i1) affective domain, and (ii1) psychomotor domain. The cognitive
domain is concerned with what learners know and understand. Affective
domain is concerned with development of attitudes and feelings. Psychomotor
domain has to do with matters that help learners perform tasks. Although
knowledge is a very common thing that we deal with everyday, many of us do
not have a clear idea about what really knowledge is. Often we fail to
distinguish between knowledge and information. We often find them being
used as synonyms. Information is nothing but data that are used in certain
context with some relevance. Information becomes knowledge only when
meaning is attached to it through the processes of collection, analysis, synthesis
of data and their consolidation and integration into existing human cognitive
structure (structure of knowledge in human mind). In other words, only when
information is processed in the context of certain situation, it becomes
meaningful and gets integrated into the existing human cognitive structure.

Knowledge is generally expressed in the form of statements or propositions. A
meaningful statement that conveys truth is said to be a proposition. Any
statement, to be a proposition, has to fulfil three requirements:

e [t should be true.

e It must be believed by us to be true.

e It requires evidence or reason to believe that it is true.
Different Ways of Acquiring Knowledge

There are several ways through which individuals acquire knowledge. Some
of these ways are as follows:

(1) Knowledge through Intuition

Intuition refers to the idea that comes to our mind when we are confronted with
certain situation. It is the idea that our insight produces. We believe it is true
without any reason or proof.

(11) Knowledge through Authority

This refers to the understanding we gain as a result of our interaction with the
members of our family, our neighbours, school, religious organizations, local
self-government organization, etc.

(ii1)) Knowledge through Tenacity

This has to do with the belief that we come to possess as impact of our exposure
to slogans of the various political parties or the repetitive propaganda carried
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out in newspapers or on T.V. through advertisements of various commercial
products.

(iv) Knowledge through Reason

Another way to attain knowledge is through inductive and deductive reasoning.
Inductive reasoning involves observing certain phenomenon over a number of
times and coming out with a generalization about what was observed. For
example, James Watt observed the movement of the lid of his steaming tea
kettle over a number of times and concluded that steam has power. If
harnessed, it can work for man. Deductive reasoning is just opposite of
inductive reasoning. It takes up a general principle and then strives to find
evidences. In the process new knowledge is produced.

(v) Knowledge through Empiricism

In this case, knowledge is produced as a result of the research or experiments
carried out by scientists and scholars all over the world. This is the way through
which much of the knowledge is being generated.

Apart from the above, there are several other ways though which knowledge is
created. Through revelation and faith, knowledge is also generated. Depending
on the ways knowledge is generated, it is put under three types:

(1) A Priori Knowledge

In Latin the expression “a priori” means “before”. A priori knowledge makes
use of already known facts to decide what probable effects of something will
be. For example, “They haven’t eaten anything all day. So they must be
hungry.

(11) A Posteriori Knowlege

In Latin “a posterior” means “after”. A posteriori knowledge is knowledge
gained after the conduct of experiments or observation or study etc.

(iil) Experiential Knowledge

Experiential knowledge doesn’t exist prior to experience. It is the knowledge
gained as a result of research.

Categorization of Knowledge

According to the nature and functions of knowledge, it is categorized into three
types:

(1)  Propositional Knowledge: It is the knowledge expressed in the form of
statements or propositions.

(11)  Procedural Knowledge: It is knowledge that explains the procedure of
performing tasks.



(ii1) Affective Knowledge ; This type of knowledge deals with attitudes and
feelings.

1.3.2 Discipline

As we have noted above, knowledge is the sum total of all understandings we
have so far acquired and recorded. It is very vast and complex. So it is too
cumbersome and tedious to be handled. So scholars have tried to categorize
knowledge into different areas for convenience. They believed that human
knowledge can be differentiated into a number of logically distinct forms each
having its own distinctive logical structure. Each of them, they believed, has
its own criteria for truth in terms of propositions and modalities for testing
them. They also believed that each of them has its own particular techniques
and skills for production of propositions. Taking the above characteristics as
clue, they created a number of substantial bodies of knowledge which have the
same form. The bodies of knowledge having the same form and characteristics
constituted a discipline.

The term discipline is derived from the Latin words “discipulus “(which means
pupil) and “disciplina” (which means teaching). A discipline is seen as an
organized body of knowledge with a logical structure. It has a network of
concepts and generalizations which explain the relationships among the body
of facts. Each discipline is characterized by its structure which includes its
domain, methods and history.

Forms of Disciplines

Disciplines depending on their contents, structure, functions are classified into
the following categories:

(i)  Basic Disciplines: Disciplines having their own networks of concepts
that are distinctive and unique in nature are called basic disciplines. They
have their own ways of arranging content logically. Sciences, social
sciences, Mathematics and languages belong to this category.

(ii)  Applied Disciplines: Applied disciplines are those disciplines that
emerge as a result of applying knowledge of basic disciplines in applied
areas. Bio-engineering, Biotechnology, Applied physics are some of the
examples of applied disciplines.

(iii) Multi and Inter disciplinary Areas: Recent approaches to designing
curriculum for schools are multi or interdisciplinary by nature. In this
case, knowledge of two or more disciplines contributes to formation of
new disciplines. For example, we can take the discipline of economics.
It is formed on the basis of knowledge drawn out of different branches
of social science like history, political science, geography, and
sociology. In this case, the discipline of Economics serves as the
principal organizer while related disciplines supplement to it. The
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discipline of social science is another example of multidiscipline. It
consists of topics drawn from such disciplines as history, economics,
political science, sociology, anthropology, psychology, and geography.
In this case, the discipline of Social Science serves as the principal
organizer while related disciplines supplement to it.

1.3.3 Subjects

We have so far discussed what knowledge is and how it is created. We have
also seen what disciplines are and how they are formed. Now let’s have some
deliberations on school subjects. Traditionally school subjects are mostly
found out to be drawn out of core disciplines of language, science, social
science and mathematics. As the focus was mainly on intellectual
development, other important areas like life skills, education, and development
of affective aspects like attitudes and feelings were totally neglected. If we just
have a glance through the subjects taught at school stages, we can easily
understand this reality.

As we have already noted, the school subjects are mostly drawn out of the core
disciplines. Once the societal and individual needs are identified, what the
curriculum developers did was to draw out relevant knowledge and skills from
core disciplines taking into account the objectives laid down and the readiness
levels of the learners in question. Once the list of objectives and the content
matters required for fulfilling those objectives were ready for each subject, the
same was handed over to the textbook makers for preparing textbooks.

From classes I to X, general education is imparted with a view to enabling
learners to function effectively in the society they live in. Very simple things
are taught in Std I. As learners move from Std I to Std. VIII, they are taught
more contents that are progressively complex. So what learners follow as they
move ahead is a spiral curriculum that becomes more complex. In Std. [ to V,
learners are taught languages, environmental studies and Mathematics.
Students of Std. VI to VIII are taught subjects such as languages (Mother-
tongue, Hindi, and English), social sciences (History, political science, and
geography), science (physics and Natural sciences) and Mathematics. At
secondary stage (Std. IX and X), learners learn language (Li, L2 and Hindi),
social sciences (History, political science, geography and economics), science
(physics and Natural science) and Mathematics.

At secondary stage, apart from L1 & L2, (Mother-tongue, English, Hindi), the
subjects that learners are expected to learn are put under three streams of
studies, namely, (i) Arts and Humanities stream, (ii) science stream and (iii)
commerce stream. The Table 1.1 presents the three streams and the subjects
that fall under them.



Table: 1.1 Core Subjects at secondary stages

Arts and Humanities | Science Stream Commerce Stream
Stream

History Physics Accounting
Geography Chemistry Business Studies
Economics Mathematics Marketing
Political science Botany Finance, etc
Sociology Zoology, etc

Psychology

Language

The secondary stage is the stage at which learners are initiated into
specialization. At this stage, learners can take up any stream and choose their
subjects as per their aptitudes and likings.

As we have already noted that educationists of the past generally thought that
the main function of education was intellectual development. However,
recently educationists realize that education doesn’t imply intellectual
development alone but in fact, it visualizes development of the complete
human being. This realization has led to the inclusion of some of the areas such
as Art and Craft Education, Life Skills Education, Sports and Physical
Education, Value Education, etc that were written off as unimportant.
Although some of these subjects are found in the school time-table, they are
not given the importance they deserve. They are considered as co- curricular
areas of study instead of integrating them as parts of the curriculum.

It is encouraging to notice that our schools are currently integrating some of
these specific areas of knowledge in school curriculum. The NCERT textbooks
have already integrated some of these areas. The State boards are also taking
steps to integrate some of these areas into their curriculum. All these
innovations make schooling system effective.

Check Your Progress 1
Note: a) Write your answers in the space provided after each item.

b) Compare your answers with those given at the end of the unit.
1. Define the following in a sentence each:

(1) Knowledge
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(i) Discipline

2. How does information differ from knowledge?

3. Differentiate between “a priori” and “a posteriori” knowledge?

1.4 LEARNER AND SOCIETAL NEEDS

One of the main aims of education is to bring about the learners” mental or
intellectual development. Curriculum is the tool with the help of which we
accomplish this task. Curriculum contains selected and organized content and
learning experiences for fulfilling the pre-specified goals and objectives. These
content and learning experiences are selected, not haphazardly, but after
careful study and examination.

1.4.1 Learner Needs

The contents selected for curriculum, are based on the goals and objectives laid
down but also on the readiness of the learners for learning. If learning of the
children is to be effective and efficient, the contents used for learning must
fulfil certain criteria. Some of these criteria are as follows:

1. The contents selected for teaching should be strictly in accordance with
the readiness of the learners for learning. When children attain the stage
of adolescence, i.e. tentatively 12 years of age and above, they will be in
a position to think logically, perceive and understand abstract matters. So
both the content we teach and the language we use for curriculum
transaction should be within the learnability of the learners.



2. The content taught should be interesting to the learners. It should suit their
personality, attitude and interest.

3. It should be relevant. It should be of use for their future life. If they realize
this fact they would take it seriously and learn better.

4. The matters taught should have validity. It should be authentic and factual.

5. It should have significance. What is taught should, in some way or other,
contribute to the development of their personality.

6. It should lead to self-sufficiency. What they learn should help them to be
independent.

7. It should have feasibility. It should be feasible in terms of time, resources,
costs and suited to the existing socio-political climate.

8. It should be capable of inculcating the philosophical, cultural and ethical
values cherished by the nation.

9. It should be such that it is capable of opening up possibilities of the
economic development and employability of the people.

In short, whatever learners are taught should not be only for the inculcation of
values and principles cherished by the nation but also should cater to their
personal and economic development.

1.4.2 Societal Needs

Education is for society. So, in order to meet societal needs, curriculum has to
be based on the needs and aspirations of the people. Sociology helps a lot for
identifying the needs of the society. The needs and aspirations of the people
can be spelt out in terms of three categories of objectives namely, (i) content
objectives (i1) life skills objectives, and (ii1)) Methodological skills objectives.
As these are important constituents of curriculum, they need to be discussed
briefly:

(i) Content Objectives

Education, to be practicable, needs to be based on the needs of the people. It is
based on the societal needs that experts select and accordingly decide about
learning experiences that equip learners with the required knowledge, skills,
and attitudes. The content objectives aim at helping learners acquire
knowledge and skills in various basic areas such as languages, computation,
etc. One of the important needs of learners is effective ways of communication.
So they are taught languages. They also need to acquire computational skills.
Hence, they are taught mathematics. They also need to know a bit about
various sciences. So they are taught chemistry, physics and biology. Learners
also need to be familiar with history, geography, economics, civics, etc. All
these fall under the content objectives, especially at the school stage, as they
provide general awareness that learners generally need. Once learners
complete secondary schooling (Std.X), they begin to specialize subject areas
as per their aptitudes and interests.
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(ii) Life Skills Objectives

Apart from acquiring knowledge and skills in the general fields of study that we
have discussed earlier, another important area of skills that students need to learn
is life skills. Life skills are skills that can boost learners’ capabilities to face
problems of life with ease and confidence. These are problem-solving
behaviours that help learners a lot in their life. These are abilities that enable
them to deal effectively with the demands and challenges of their everyday life.

Life skills are several in numbers. However, we need to master only a few of
those that are considered to be core life-skills. Some of this like self-esteem,
self-awareness, coping with stress and emotions help us understand and
manage ourselves better. Some other life-skills such as effective
communication, interpersonal relationship, etc. help us get along amicably
with others. Life-skills like problem solving, critical and creative thinking,
problem solving, etc. help us handle life’s problems. In short, these life-skills
empower us in a way to effectively deal with problems in our lives.

(iii) Methodological Skills Objectives

In addition to content objectives and life skills objectives, another category of
skills that learners need to acquire is methodological skills. Much of childhood
socialization is informal. However, some aspects of it beyond childhood
require formal training. This aspect of education which sociologists call as
enculturation means acquisition of new skills and knowledge in adulthood. As
we know, the continuous existence of the society depends on the availability
of various professionals and individuals with expertise. The society needs
doctors, engineers, teachers, police and others to manage the various social
institutions. Such professionals and experts require desired knowledge and
skills to carry out their duties in the way it is expected by the society. The
society has to select personnel looking into their aptitudes, interests and
qualifications and give them the required training. Methodological skills
objectives are linked with training of such persons. Sociology highlights what
skills and knowledge such people require and what types of training they need
to be given.

Check Your Progress 2
Note: a) Write your answers in the space provided after each item.

b) Compare your answers with those given at the end of the unit.
1. Define the following terms in a sentence.

(1) Learning readiness




(i) Enculturation

2. Give any three criteria to be kept in mind while selecting learning
experiences for curriculum.

1.5 CONTEXT OF CURRICULUM

If learners are left to themselves to learn on their own, it would take a very
long time for them to acquire all those knowledge and skilling. Hence, society
has established a structured societal sub-system which equips learners with
knowledge and skills derived by it. This sub-system of the society is known as
education system and the tool with which the education system transmits
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societal knowledge and skills is curriculum. While developing curriculum,
various relevant elements from various disciplines such as philosophy,
sociology and psychology form the bases of curriculum. As these disciplines
are contexts or bases of curriculum, they are called foundations of education.
Let us now briefly look at these disciplines and examine what contributions
they have made towards the development of the curriculum.

1.5.1 Historical Context of Curriculum

During the reign of the British in India, they set up here schools and colleges
following the models that they had used in English. When we attained
independence from them, we tentatively followed the models of curriculum
that they had introduced here.

Since you are students of education, it is quite imperative for you to reflect on
the curricula that your predecessors had developed. Studying the history of
curriculum development will make you much wiser. It will not only help you
avoid the mistakes of the past but also to come out with curricula that are quite
effective and efficient. History of curriculum development will also help you
a lot in developing and interpreting new concepts. In addition, it will also help
you integrate curriculum, instruction and teaching more effectively. This will
also help us locate topics and methods of instruction that have become
irrelevant or out-dated and make either necessary alterations or replace them
with suitable content and methods of teaching.

Curriculum is also futuristic by nature. What we teach learners today is not
meant for the present. It is intended for the future when the learners come off
age and take up responsibilities. So when we decide objectives and select
contents for curriculum, we need to visualize what knowledge and skills
learners require after 10 or 15 years from now. We also need to keep in mind
this aspect while planning our curriculum. In short, having an understanding
of the history of curriculum development will assist us a lot not only in helping
us move in rhythm with the changing needs of the changing times, but also
help in developing curricula that are at once practicable and ideal.

Together with studying the curricula of the past, it is also beneficial for the
teachers to be familiar with the history of the specific subject or discipline they
teach in schools. This will give them a deeper insight into the content and
structure of the subject which, in turn, assist them a lot in transacting the
curriculum with better ease and efficiency.

1.5.2 Philosophical Context of Curriculum

Philosophy generally involves a system of ideologies, principles and beliefs.
These are mostly concerned with values, beliefs and assumptions about
children, teaching and knowledge that try to explain the meaning of life, and
give rules as to how to behave. Philosophy was once the general term used for
all knowledge or world views. It contains beliefs and ideologies that serve as
logical justification for the country’s patterns of behaviour, attitudes, goals and



general life situations. People generally have the tendency to accept elements
of ideology as truths rather than tentative theoretical formations. Scholars
generally categorize these ideologies as two types, namely, (i) empirical beliefs
and (ii) philosophical beliefs.

(i) Empirical Beliefs

Empirical beliefs are beliefs that we have arrived at as a result of experiments
or research. These beliefs are principles that are confirmed from data.
Empirical beliefs have close relations to sensory experience. They imply
practical relevance as against bookish scholasticism or groundless speculation.
They are related to what is confirmed by empirical observation. In short,
empiricists claim that all elements of factual knowledge is derived from
experience and not from logically deduced inferences.

(ii) Philosophical Beliefs

Philosophical beliefs, on the other hand, are based on rational decision-
making. Scholars belonging to the rationalist group believe that truth can be
arrived at through formal demonstration of logic and mathematics. They have
constructed critically the total of human knowledge by the employment of pure
reasoning.

Both these beliefs, be they empirical or philosophical,have helped in deciding
not only the goals and aims of education, but also in directing the content,
curriculum and methods to be employed. In fact, there is no aspect of education
that is not touched by philosophy.

1.5.3 Sociological Context of Curriculum

Sociology is the science that deals with organization and functions of groups
and institutions. Sociology of education is mostly concerned with the
application of sociological theories, perspectives, and research methods to
educational processes and practices. Education, as we know, is for the society.
If education is to be effective, it has to be based on the needs and aspirations
of the people. As time passes, the aims and objectives of education keep
changing. Explosion of knowledge and its application have brought about
drastic and pervasive changes in the society. People today, as compared with
those of the past, lead a sophisticated type of life. Today they use sophisticated
machines and gadgets both in their workplaces and at home. So, our society
today requires nothing sort of a sophisticated type of education. At present, it
requires technological competence, communicative competence, global
perspectives and higher order skills such as analysis, synthesis, and evaluation.

Education today has to change in terms of the changing needs of the changing
times. It has to provide individuals and groups with the required knowledge,
skills and attitudes. Sociology decides what language they require for
communication. As per the requirement of the society, mathematics, various
sciences, history, geography, economics, civics, etc. are taught. In short, it is
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sociology that decides what knowledge, skills and attitudes the people require
to live effectively and efficiently in the society.

Apart from these general awareness and skills, what other things the society
needs are decided by sociology. Helping learners pick up life skills is another
important thing that the society wants. People require mastery over a number
of life skills such as critical thinking, creative thinking, problem solving, etc.
if they are to live their lives meaningfully and effectively. Similarly, sociology
points out what professionals and experts are to be developed for the continued
existence of the society. Sociology also decides what knowledge, skills and
attitudes such personnel need if they are to perform their responsibilities
effectively and efficiently. In short, it is sociology that determines the goals
and objectives of the society and what knowledge, skills and attitudes are to be
developed through education.

1.5.4 Psychological Context of Curriculum

Psychology is generally seen as a science that deals with behaviour and mental
processes. Behaviour is actions that can be observed in an objective manner. It
is a number of traits and habits that make up our character and personality. Any
manifestation of life is seen as an activity. Behaviour is a collective name for
all these activities. Behaviour includes all motor and conative activities like
walking, dancing, etc. and cognitive activities like thinking, reasoning etc.
Educational psychology is the application of psychological findings in the field
of education. It deals with the problems, processes and products of education.

Educational psychology helps us study human behaviour, and understand,
predict and direct it in such a way as to accomplish educational goals. It is
centred on teaching and learning. It helps teachers teach better and learners to
learn better. Educational psychology is concerned with the study of behaviour
of learners in the educational environment. It helps a lot in improving the
process and product of education. Psychology helps education in the following
areas:

e [t helps in knowing learners and their characteristics.

e It helps teachers to know themselves and their strengths and acquire
essential teacher-like qualities.

e It helps in selecting proper learning experiences that suit the individuality
and developmental stages of learners.

e It helps in the creation of suitable techniques and methods for realizing the
desired learning outcomes.

e Apart from the above, psychology helps education a lot by way of theory
and practice. Some of these are as follows:

e Psychology helps us understand the developmental characteristics of
infancy, childhood and adolescence.



e It helps us understand the individual differences.

e [t helps us find out effective ways of teaching and learning.

e It helps us prepare the time table scientifically.

e [t helps us manage classrooms and maintain discipline in the classroom.

In short, there is no discipline that contributes to education as much as
psychology. It contributes a lot not only to the process and product of education
but also to its theory and practice.

As we have seen, by now, how education draws greatly both theoretical and
practical understandings upon philosophy, sociology and psychology for
educational operations. Philosophy provides the ideologies, beliefs, values and
principles on which our education system is built up. Sociology offers all the
required insight into the needs and aspirations of individuals and groups.
Psychology provides education with all the modalities and methods required
for accomplishing the goals and objectives of education. In short, looking into
the crucial roles these disciplines play in the scientific development of
curriculum, there is nothing wrong in considering these disciplines as
foundations of education. Curriculum is nothing but the product of the
integration of relevant concepts, ideas and principles drawn upon these
disciplines.

Check Your Progress 3
Note : a) Write your answers in the space provided after each item.
b) Compare your answers with those given at the end of the unit.

1. Note down any two instances of contribution of philosophy to the
development of curriculum.
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3. What help does psychology extend to the making of the curriculum?

4. Why do we consider philosophy, sociology and psychology as
foundations of education?

1.6 CURRICULUM AT VARIOUS LEVELS

As India is a federal republic, there is possibility for developing curriculum at
different levels such as local, state, and national levels. As we have already
noted, education is the process of preparing youngsters for life and curriculum
is the tool that helps us carry out the process of education. Developing
curriculum at local, state, and national levels has its own advantages as well as
disadvantages.

1.6.1 Curriculum at the Local Level

There are a number of universities, colleges and other institutions in every
state. These institutions are autonomous. Such autonomous institutions
develop curriculum of their own. Although they are bound to follow certain
conditions, they are free to frame their own curriculum keeping the local issues
and problems in focus. As in the case of state and national level, at local level
also, curriculum is made following the same steps such as finding the needs
and aspirations of individuals and groups, stating the goals and objectives,
selecting and organizing content and learning experiences, suggesting
techniques and methods for curriculum transaction. Developing curriculum at
the local level has certain advantages. Some of the advantages are as follows:

e [t gives focus to the local issues and problems.

e [t makes the curriculum development procedures comparatively easy.
e It makes curriculum transaction and evaluation simpler.

e [t helps in conducting programmes as per schedule and avoids delay.
e It enables curriculum change at will with ease.

e [t can easily update curriculum as per requirements.



In spite of the advantages mentioned above, preparation and use of curriculum
at the local level are not without any disadvantages. One of the disadvantages
is the differences in the curricular content and learning experiences between
the state and the national levels. Since there are much disparities and
differences among the various institutions at the state and national levels, there
can be much confusion with respect to curricular outcomes.

1.6.2 Curriculum at the State level

Several universities, colleges and schools in each state follow the curriculum
developed by the state. Since India is a vast country that is multi-lingual, multi-
cultural and multi-religious, there is much difference in people’s way of
worshipping, dressing and eating habits. So to come out with a curriculum that
is acceptable to all people in the nation is tedious and cumbersome. Ifit is made
at the state level, finding the needs and aspirations of individuals and groups
become comparatively easy. Similarly, if it is made at the state level, the
history of the state, its geography, its flora and fauna, its trade and commerce,
its industry and other issues that are pertinent to the people of the state can be
given focus. Moreover, the problems and issues that the state faces can also be
brought to the fore and made familiar to the people of the state.

Despite the advantages mentioned above, the making of curriculum at the state
level is not without any disadvantage. Unlike curriculum at the national level,
it does not allow uniformity in content and learning experiences, and
curriculum transaction and evaluation. So there can be much confusion with
respect to the level of achievement.

1.6.3 Curriculum at the National Level

The curriculum at the national level refers to programmes of learning that
applies to all learners in the nation. It is a curriculum that applies to all schools
and universities that follow the national curriculum. Its commonality lies in the
fact that all learners, irrespective of caste, creed or religion, have the same
learning experiences and it covers the same topics in common. So it ensures
that all learners share the common experiences of learning and evaluation at
each stage of their education. Hence, the national curriculum has several
advantages. Some of these are as follows:

e [t gives all learners at the national level equal opportunity for growth and
development without any distinction in the name of region, religion, caste,
creed or status.

e [t can easily propagate values, beliefs, and ideals cherished by the nation.

e It helps in maintaining normative order at every level of the society at the
national level.

e [t helps foster better national integration.

e It provides clarity with respect to the achievement of students at the
national level.
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Since India is a vast country, identification of the needs and aspirations of
individuals and groups at the national level and developing a curriculum that
is acceptable to all is a tedious and complex process. So also is the case with
the processes of curriculum transaction and evaluation. As we have seen, there
are advantages and disadvantages in developing curriculum at all levels. None
of them is good or bad. So when need arises to prepare a curriculum, choose
the level that suits the situation in question.

Check Your Progress 4
Note: a) Write your answers in the space provided after each item.

b) Compare your answers with those given at the end of the unit.

1. Write down any three advantages of having curriculum at the local

level.

level.

3. How does the state benefit from having curriculum at the state level?

1.7 LET US SUM UP

None of us is born with knowledge. We construct it as a result of interaction
with the environment. If children are left to equip themselves with knowledge
and skills on their own, it would take a long time to acquire all what they



require. So a structured system known as school and college is set up to help
learners acquire all what they require within a specific span of time.
Curriculum is the tool with which the process of education is carried out.
Curriculum is based on the needs and aspirations of the society. Since the
knowledge and skills that the learners require are vast and varied, for
convenience it is divided into different disciplines. While developing
curriculum, relevant concepts, ideas and principles are drawn upon various
disciplines such as philosophy, sociology and psychology. At present,
curriculum is being developed at the national, state and local levels.
Curriculum of each level, be it local, state or national, has its benefits as well
as limitations. So these are neither good nor bad. Hence, when preparing
curriculum, select the level that suits the situation in question.

1.8 UNIT- END EXERCISES

1. Define knowledge and explain its different domains with the help of
relevant examples.

2. Define what knowledge is and briefly explain the different modalities used
for generating knowledge.

3. Name and briefly explain the various criteria used for selecting the content
and learning experiences for curriculum.

4. What are the disciplines that are considered as foundations of curriculum?
Highlight some of the contributions they have made towards the
development of curriculum?

5. What level of curriculum development (local, state or national) do you
prefer? Give reasons for your answer.

6. Define disciplines and briefly explain their different forms.

1.9 REFERENCES AND SUGGESTED READINGS

e Bridges, D. (2006). The Disciplines and the Discipline of Educational
Research. Journal of Philosophy of Education, 40:2, pp.259-272.

e Dewey, John. (1916). Democracy and Education. New Y ork: Mac Millan.

e Hirst, P. (1974). Knowledge and Curriculum. International Library of the
Philosophy of Education. London: Routledge and Kegal Paul Ltd.

e Hospers, J. (1973). An Introduction to Philosophical Analysis. Prentice
Hall Inc., Englewood Cliffs: N.J.

e IGNOU. (2005). Education: Nature and Purposes (MES-012), Block 1 &
2, Master of Education, New Delhi: IGNOU.

e  Mitchell, Brendan. (2016). Understanding Curriculum. Asian Journal of
Humanities and Social Studies, Vo0l.04 (4), pp.299-311.

Context of Curriculum

27



Understanding
Curriculum

28

1.10  ANSWERS TO CHECK YOUR PROGRESS

Check Your Progress (1)

1.

(1) Knowledge is information that has been processed and integrated into
the existing human cognitive structure.

(i1) Discipline is an organized body of knowledge with a logical structure
that includes a domain, methods and history.

Information is data and becomes meaningful when interpreted in the
context of certain situations. Then information becomes knowledge.
Knowledge is justified as true belief.

A priori knowledge refers to facts that are already known. This knowledge
is used for deciding what probably will be the effect of something. On the
other hand, a posteriori knowledge is knowledge that is obtained after the
conduct of a study or experiment. It is a knowledge that is obtained as a
result of scientific study.

Check Your Progress (2)

1.

(1) The expression ‘learning readiness’ means that learners should be given
learning experiences within their level of comprehension and
understanding. (i) The term ‘enculturation’ refers to the process of
teaching new knowledge and skills in adulthood to ensure the availability
of various professionals and experts to manage the various institutions in
the society. (iii) Life skills are skills that boost learners’ capabilities and
help them face life-problems with ease and confidence.

Some of the criteria that could be kept in mind while selecting content for
curriculum are (i) it should be interesting, (i1) relevant, and (iii) valid
(authentic).

The expression “content objectives” refers to the act of helping learners
attain proficiency in various basic areas of knowledge and skills.

Imparting methodological skills is important as only through it the society
can get professionals and experts like doctors and engineers who can
manage the various institutions of the society and carry out their duties
with ease and efficiency.

Check Your Progress (3)

1.

Philosophy contributes to the creation of curriculum through ideologies,
beliefs and principles that promote desirable behaviours and attitudes. It
also helps curriculum in deciding not only the goals and objectives but
also the selection of learning experiences.

Sociology helps in the development of curriculum not only in deciding the
goals and objectives but also in the selection of learning experiences. It
advocates the promotion of life skills and methodological skills also.

(



Psychology helps us understand students and their characteristics. It also
helps us by providing various techniques and methods for accomplishing
the goals and objectives of curriculum. It also helps in maintaining
discipline and bringing about effective management of the classroom.

As philosophy, sociology and psychology play crucial roles in the
development of the curriculum, these disciplines are considered as
foundations of education. In fact, curriculum is nothing but integration of
relevant ideas drawn upon these disciplines.

Check Your Progress (4)

1.

Preparation of curriculum at local level can save a lot of time, energy and
money. It can easily focus on local issues and problems and find solutions
to them easily. It can easily work out curriculum change and update it at
will with ease.

Preparation of curriculum at the national level is a complex and tedious
process that consumes a lot of energy, time and money. India being a vast
country which is multicultural, multilingual and multireligious, to come
out with a curriculum that is acceptable to all is very difficult. Similarly,
to make timely changes in the curriculum and make it up- to-date is also
very tedious and time consuming.

Developing curriculum at state level makes is comparatively easier. It also
gives scope for knowing the history of the state, its geography, its flora
and fauna, its trade, commerce and industry. Similarly, it can also raise
problems and issues that are pertinent to the people of the state.
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