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13.0   INTRODUCTION

As you learned in the earlier Units, the role of media is to inform, educate and entertain

people. Among the three roles, informing is important, made possible by news gathering

and news reporting by journalists and media houses. The role of providing news or

information has, however, undergone a significant change since the first newspaper

came into existence. As you know, news reporting is both a science and an art, and

technological changes have altered how news is gathered and the tools used in the

process. Because of the above changes, news content has also been transformed.

Earlier, news reporting was a monolithic and linear process, with reporters reporting

on facts and events. Now, news reporting claims to probe news or the truth behind the

news, making news reporting the art of investigative journalism or sting operation as it



238

MIL, Society and Ethics has come to be called in the late 20th and 21st centuries. It means news reporting is no

longer confined to chronicling the events but has begun to ask fundamental questions.

The earlier questions of the 5 Ws – who, what, when, where and why- now emphasize

the investigation part. As news reporting often deals with people in power, social

hierarchy and political control, the role of media has been further magnified with the

advent of new media, which has begun questioning the earlier paradigm.

We all know that media and journalists are not stand-alone identities but derive their

role and responsibility from the ecosystems in which they are born and evolved. Like

all other agencies, it attempts to adjust and derive its sense of identity depending on the

social and political system it belongs to. As a result, you will find significant changes in

news reporting related to democratically, authoritarian, or Communist-run regimes.

The media often attempts to maintain the status quo and adjust to its ecosystem’s

social and political realities. However, this is not always the case, as the media also

fought against oppressive rules and authoritarian governments in some countries. They

have been responsible for creating public awareness and subsequent change in the

regime. Recently, Reporters Without Borders, an NGO of independent journalists,

has been fighting to safeguard the values of journalism and the right to freedom of

information.

13.1 LEARNING OUTCOMES

After you have gone through this unit, you will be able to.

1. understand news reporting in the traditional versus New media;

2. describe the good practices of news reporting;

3. analyse the power and perceptive image and its impact;

4. understand the use of new technology in news gathering and in; and

5. learn the attributes of news reporting.

13.2 NEWS REPORTING FOR TRADITIONAL

VERSUS NEW MEDIA

Among all aspects of journalism, news gathering is one of the most vital features as it

determines the character of the publication and helps create a brand. With the technology

change, while other aspects of media organizations have been deeply impacted, news

reporting has remained a constant with not much impact on it. Whether it’s traditional

media of newspapers, radio and magazines or the new and digital media, news reporting

has remained the same. It still follows the old reporting principles from the ground zero

and of authenticity and credibility, which adds credence. It still needs field work as

vigorous as in the traditional media. What has changed are the technology and the

means of communication, which have accelerated the process.

Mobile phones, the Internet and social media have significantly reduced the time lag

before the news reaches the readers. News reporting is the perennial element of

journalism, enjoying constant value, irrespective of the technologically-driven media.

With the emergence of new technology, the periodicity of news gathering has increased
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as the readers vie for instant gratification in reports and news bytes. It has accelerated

the process of news gathering.

13.2.1 The Immediacy of Breaking News

The immediacy of breaking news refers to minute-to-minute reporting on social, political,

or economic events affecting many people. The immediacy of news reporting gains

more importance in natural calamities like earthquakes, floods, cloudbursts, hurricanes,

pandemics, etc. It was recently evident during the COVID-19 pandemic that the

shortage of vaccines and oxygen cylinders became vital to save lives. In addition,

international war and conflict are other areas where breaking news gains the utmost

importance. The Russian attack on Ukraine and the civilian population were put on

alert through breaking and inside reports.

But the hunger for immediate news has a flip side, which sometimes becomes harmful

and compromises principled journalism. Understandably, it has accelerated the process

of news gathering, but it has also compromised the quality of news and its credibility. If

you remember, in the traditional media, there was no concept of breaking news in the

24-hour newspaper publication cycle. Instead, it carried the last news received with

the title “At the time of going to press....”  Another aspect of breaking news has been

its compromised position vis-à-vis the process of gatekeeping, which plays a vital role

in the credibility of news publishing. With the increased flow of news and the haste of

news delivery, there is less time for the media to check the integrity of the information.

It is one of the reasons that electronic media, especially TV news channels and digital

media, focus on event-based direct broadcasts or live telecasts. The event-based

reporting is based on the premise that ‘what is seen is what is believed in’ as readers

are directly transported to the site of the incident.

There is another group of news reporting called ‘developing news’, which is directly

related to breaking news. There is no final in such cases, and the news is still unfolding.

Such news needs continuous reporting with a timeline before reaching the outcome.

One of the recent examples of such news was a change in the political regime in

Maharashtra in 2022 after the defection of Shiv Sena MLAs. A group of MLAs led by

Eknath Shinde had revolted against the Shiv Sena chief and Maharashtra Chief Minister

Uddhav Thackeray. Before the no-trust motion could be tabled in the Legislative

Assembly, these MLAs were flown to Guwahati and later to Goa and interned in

hotels. The incident occurred in June 2022 and continued for weeks before Mr Shinde

was sworn in as the state’s chief minister. This story was a developing story as every

day, some or the other news was filtering into the media about the MLAs, the incumbent

chief minister, and the Supreme Court’s decision on the issues. Such news stories need

continuous reporting as they can decide the country’s political future and its people.

13.2.2  News Reporting for Newspapers and Magazines

Unlike reporting on breaking news in TV news channels and digital media, newspapers

and magazines have a different role because of their production cycle. The next edition

of the daily newspaper comes only 24 hours after you have received your newspapers

early in the morning. As newspapers are not in a hurry to provide breaking news, they

use the available time for in-depth reporting on the issue. A newspaper tries to find out

the reason, the cause, and its impact on policies, people, the economy, and politics.

Depending on the impact value of the news, some news makes it to the paper’s front

page while others recede to the inside pages. The reporters and correspondents of
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to the event and take quotes from government officials. They are also accompanied by

photographers who take the visual shots and send them to the news desk.

At times, when the newspaper doesn’t have the reporters at the site of action, the story

is filed based on agency reports to which these newspapers subscribe. Some of the

prominent news agencies of India are the Press Trust of India (PTI), ANI, IANS and

Reuters, AP, and AFP, among others. However, what differentiates newspaper reporting

from other mass media is its emphasis on details and the background to which readers

can relate. Sometimes, when the events have high news value, the editorial team writes

an editorial or opinion piece on it while critically examining the issue and providing an

informed opinion to its readers. In fact, by doing so, newspapers play another vital role

in creating public opinion among their readers.

News reporting for magazines is very different from TV news channels or newspapers.

There are various types of magazines, and depending on their genre, they may or may

not need news reporting. Depending on the periodicity of the magazine - weekly,

fortnightly or monthly, the editorial team decides the nature and frequency of news

reports. While dealing with the subject in detail, the magazine news reports provide an

analytical approach to the subject, with historical background, quotes from policymakers

and its long-term impact. They also refer to prominent books on the subject and quote

experts while strengthening their arguments through data displayed in tables and graphs.

Unlike the new features in the newspapers, which occupy four or five columns, magazine

reporting and field dispatches are mostly long-form, spreading writing through 4 to 12

pages. Another important difference in the form and nature of editorial content is that

magazine news may take a different angle on social issues that may not find a place on

the front pages of newspapers. The magazine news reporting has a long shelf life and is

sometimes preserved for reference. Some of India’s popular English news magazines

are India Today, Frontline, The Week, Outlook, Open, and Caravan. Some of

these magazines, like India Today and Outlook, also come in Hindi and other regional

languages. A large number of magazines are genre-based and do not need news

reporting. Some of them have niche audiences like women and youth. These magazines

include Samanya Gyan Darpan, Vanitha, Pratiyogita Darpan, Sarita,

Grihashobha, The Sportstar, Meri Saheli, Bal Bhaskar, etc.

13.2.3 News Reporting for TV News Channels and Radio

Unlike news reporting for newspapers and magazines, TV News Channels have 24/7

periodicity and need continuous news feeds to survive and participate in the highly

competitive broadcast space. TV news channels involve a high setup and operational

cost and employ many people, creating high business risk. Their revenue earning capacity

depends on their Television Rating Point (TRP), a measure of viewership and success

of the TV news channels. To enhance TRP and increase viewership, most TV news

channels have evolved their unique selling point (USP) by calling themselves the fastest

and most credible, and some claim that they provide news or the truth behind the

news. All these features mentioned above are directly or indirectly related to the process

of news gathering and news reporting. The 24/7 news channels compete to be the first

to provide news related to events, politicians, or celebrities.

A TV news anchor’s role is to read these stories and dramatize certain events to create

curiosity and attract people’s attention to news stories. The broadcast of these stories

assumes different forms depending on the importance of the story, visuals, and other
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details available on the TV news channels. The news about which not many details and

visuals are available and has only one line of information is run through tickers or

running script you see on your TV screen. Sometimes, the reporter does a piece to the

camera (PTC) and addresses the viewers directly while reporting on the event.

As seen, the news-gathering process is almost the same for all mediums. Still, TV

news reporting is more complex and involves multiple professionals like cameramen,

Outdoor Broadcast Van (Ob Van), Liv U and Dejero, Satcom and Ingest and other

infrastructure. Reporting on an event uses all forms of communication, including words,

pictures, graphics, and video. It should be remembered that illiterate people also view

TV news channels, so particular emphasis should be given to simplicity and clarity of

expression, words and phrases. As a rule, such news should begin by providing the

most crucial part of the information first, followed by less important and then least

important parts in sequential order while narrating the story. The reporter and anchor

are also advised to use simple, brief sentences and avoid ambiguity and incoherence

while reporting events. For a TV reporter, it is also essential to understand the nature

and profile of viewers to present news in a way easily understood by them.

13.2.4 News Reporting for Online Digital and Multimedia

Platforms

Online and digital multimedia have significantly changed accessibility and reach to readers

and viewers. At the same time, it has diversified the mechanism of news reporting, thus

involving the masses in the process. You must have seen a lot of videos and news alerts

by common people posted on social media going viral, and the mainstream media

subsequently taking up those feeds and reporting on it. Digital media enjoys a unique

position because of its distinctive news reporting and dissemination features. Its

segmented and customized features allow catering to different audience groups, whether

the audience is literate or illiterate. Unlike TV and newspapers, it doesn’t need much

setup and operational cost and can be started by anyone with a meagre investment.

You must have seen many YouTubers and small and big journalists running their websites,

blogs, and YouTube channels with decent followers and subscriber bases.

While the process of news reporting largely remains the same in all mediums, the

difference lies in the infrastructure required and the narrative style of digital journalists.

To have a digital platform, you need a hosting site, mobile phone/laptop and editing

software before putting the news content on the website or uploading a video on

YouTube. For the real-time display of news content, a digital journalist can also

livestream his/her reporting and tag people and authorities related to it. Suppose you

are catering to a particular segment of people or a news subject. In that case, you can

hashtag them so that they are easily searched and located by readers interested in the

subject. In addition to the real-time display of news, digital media also provides a high

degree of interactivity with its readers, with whom digital journalists could interact and

receive feedback, a vital feature of all active online journalism.

Digital media’s ubiquity has transformed how news is read and accessed with features

like customized news for the segmented audience. Unlike newspapers, which depend

on circulation and TV broadcasting facilities, digital media needs a device and Internet

connection both on the part of the source and the receiver of the information. A reader

can choose to read the news of his/her interest area and ignore the rest by subscribing

to customized news, which is tailor-made to their needs and finds a place in their

mailbox. Thus, in digital media, you can read your news anytime and anywhere (provided
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Resource Locator (URL), unlike in the newspaper and TV, which is geographically

and timely bound.

There is yet another feature of digital media that makes it unique in the form of editing

news stories. Newspapers and TV do not allow people to correct or update a story

once it is printed or broadcast. In digital media, one can re-edit the story, make

corrections, update new developments and publish it again. However, the same is not

applicable in the case of videos that have to be re-uploaded. But to maintain the

credibility and authenticity of the news, it is always advisable to mention the changes at

the end of the news article so that readers who visited the page earlier know it.

Activity - 1

Examine the media coverage of current events and issues and assess to what

extent these concerns are valid.

Check Your Progress: 1

Note: 1) Use the space below for your answers.

2) Compare your answers with those given at the end of this unit.

1. What is the production cycle of newspapers?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

2. What is the news-gathering process of TV channels?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

3. What are the benefits of news reporting for digital and online media?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

13.3 GOOD PRACTICES OF NEWS REPORTING

With the advent of digital media and the mushrooming of social networking sites, the

number of media platforms for news dissemination has increased. This has led to the

transmission of unverified news content, mainly misinformation and disinformation and

has come to form what has been popularly called fake news. But it must be noted that

there is nothing called fake news. News cannot be fake because it has passed through

the muster of verification and gatekeeping - the cardinal principles of journalism. At

best, these are fake content and not news. It must also be admitted that there has been

considerable liquidation in the gatekeeping process. While it was a sacrosanct principle

in the traditional media when reporters and correspondents were asked to verify news

several times before it was published, the same is not true in digital media. In the fast-

paced breaking news culture, digital and TV media are always in a hurry to be the first

ones to publish breaking news, even at the cost of going wrong. This often puts a

question mark on the credibility of the news and media organizations. Nonetheless,
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many traditional media organizations led by senior journalists follow good journalism

principles, including the following.

13.3.1 On-Site Reporting

This particular challenge has cropped up with the emergence of new digital media, in

which there is less and less original fieldwork reporting. It has been observed that most

of the reporting is armchair or desk reporting, where reporters and correspondents do

not go to the field but instead report from their desks. So much so that even TV

reporting has taken a backseat when the anchor briefs the viewers from their offices.

There is no doubt that field reporting involves considerable cost. Still, an absence of it

deprives the viewers of the fundamental issues and hands-on experience that reporters

get while talking to the victims and reporting the ambience of the incidents. Now, a

large amount of reporting has become surveillance reporting, which is technologically

driven. There is no substitute for fieldwork reporting as real issues, and the truth behind

the news is put on the back burner.

13.3.2 Sourcing and Citiation Information

In the absence of fieldwork reporting, a good news reporter is expected to share the

source of information without jeopardizing the safety and identity of its sources. As

large numbers of news are simple facts, the reporters are expected to take the official

versions from the authorities while, at the same time, talking to those who may be

affected by such reports. Sourcing and citation of the information vary from news to

news, and reporters should maintain self-censorship while filing their news reports.

13.3.3 Authenticity and Credibility

Authenticity and credibility of news are important criteria when judging the merit of the

news. News that is not credible and authentic could create rumours, leading to serious

losses of property and lives, especially when it is a sensitive issue. A news writer is

expected to take a measured step and should verify the authenticity of news from all

possible sources before publishing and broadcasting it. These two attributes are major

indicators of the prestige and professionalism of media organizations.

13.3.4 Cross-Checking and Double-Checking Facts & Figures

This is the cardinal principle of good journalism, as it is based on facts. It has been

observed that sometimes the facts and figures given by the government authorities

could go wrong, and as a rule, reporters are expected to check, cross-check, and

double-check the facts he/she is providing to the readers. Sometimes, old reports

come in handy while validating the truthfulness of the information. It is always better to

check the information from multiple sources and quote the source when there is an

anomaly.

13.3.5 Non-Prejudicial

This is another subjective area in which a reporter must always be conscious. Many

prejudices are subconsciously governed, which a reporter is unaware of and may pass

on while writing or reporting an incident. All stereotypical depictions of people, religion

and politics should be avoided and only be governed by the merit of the news that a

reporter is reporting on. While describing a situation, some fashionable adjectives,

adverbs and superlatives should be avoided; instead, a balanced report should be

prepared.
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There are definite rules and norms to safeguard the source’s safety and security, which

provides sensitive information to the reporters. You must have heard about Deep Throat’s

identity in the Watergate scandal. That was not revealed for many years as it could

have compromised the person’s safety. A reporter has to take special care to take due

permission before quoting him/her in the report and maintain a confidentiality clause if

asked by the individuals. Revealing the source’s identity sometimes puts even the

government in a precarious position.

13.4 THE POWER OF IMAGE IN NEWS REPORTING

The traditional media was constrained by limited space, so the scope to play up the

pictorial elements was constricted. It was used to carry pictures of national leaders on

important occasions or events. However, the pictorial and visual aspects have been

amplified with digital media gaining unlimited space. A separate digital media, Instagram,

emphasizes visual aspects, with political leaders and celebrities hogging the limelight

with massive followers. As visuals are important aspects of storytelling and news

reporting, they have carved a special place in the visual communication of the media.

Let’s look at some of the special features of photojournalism.

13.4.1 Visuals and Photographs: Impact and Response

News reporting is one of the main pillars of journalism, without which independent

media would lose its relevance. There are various kinds of newspapers, magazines,

TV Channels and digital media platforms that literature, social issues, religious issues

and sports could drive. News reporting is one of the major strengths of newspapers,

magazines, and TV channels, whose major strength lies in the news. One of the reasons

that news reporting is a challenging task is that it entails heavy investment and vigilant

adherence to the principle of reporting and ethical practices. More often than not, it

must adhere to self-censorship and restrain inflammatory language lest it creates social

whiplash.

News reporting also creates social perception, which plays a major role in a news

story’s social, political and religious narration. How a news story is told, how the

source portrays it, and how the readers receive it shapes the narrative and the image-

portrayed event, community, policy and person. Before we discuss the power of the

real image, let’s first understand the creation of an image through a script or a story that

assumes a dominant role in news reporting. The way a news reporter uses verbs,

adjectives, and, at times, superlatives creates an image in readers’ minds that could

either affirm or negate his/her perception.

The media portrayal sometimes reinforces pre-existing preferences or prejudices.

Incidentally, this method of reporting is far removed from classical storytelling, which is

mainly fact-based and devoid of personal perception. Despite these changes, news

reporting from ground zero based on objectivity, neutrality, and unbiased attention

continues to form the bedrock of good journalism. Good reporting also involves

sustained and continuous follow-up of the event and painstakingly putting the small

details into the larger whole to solve the puzzle. You must have read about the

investigative reporting of Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein for The Washington

Post, who reported on the Watergate Scandal that led to the resignation of US President

Richard Nixon.
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A team of Washington Post staff working on the Watergate Scandal.

(Photo Courtesy: History Extra.com)

In addition to the written script, which forms the main narrative of news stories, still

pictures, videos and multimedia create their narrative. Let’s see how some images

have defined the period of angst and suffering and have so succinctly portrayed the

events of their era. Take, for example, the image of Phan Thi Kim Phuc, known as “the

girl in the picture”, which was shot by Pulitzer Prize-winning AP photographer  Nick

Ut during the Vietnam War in 1972.

The Girl in the Picture (Photo Courtesy: New York Times)

The picture shows a 9-year-old girl running naked on the street with her back burnt,

depicting atrocities on civilians. There is no word which can describe the suffering of

the young girl. It is said that a picture is worth a thousand words. The picture was so

traumatizing that the editors of the New York Times hesitated to publish it. But after

much deliberation, it found a place on the paper’s front page, thus drawing the world’s

attention to the sufferings of the Vietnam War. The picture has been adjudged the

Picture of 1973.

Another picture that merits mention is that of an Afghan girl named Sharbat Gula (Sharbat

Bibi), which was published on the cover of National Geographic in June 1985. The

picture was popularly called “the First World’s Third World Mona Lisa” and was shot

by National Geographic photojournalist Steve McCurry. The girl was photographed
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the occupation of Afghanistan by the Soviets. The photograph is unusual for the clarity

of facial expression that shows the grit of an Afghan girl staring at an uncertain future

with broad, open eyes.

National Geographic launched a campaign to search for the girl. She was finally

located in her hometown in Afghanistan when she has photographed again in 2002,

and the two photographs were juxtaposed against each other.

First World’s Third World Mona Lisa (Photo Courtesy: National Geographic)

As seen in the case of Vietnamese girls and Afghan women, the sufferings of common

people form the main narrative while depicting the impact of war and people’s

subsequent dislocation and migration. In the same league, the picture of a three-year-

old Syrian toddler washed up on Turkey’s beach in Bodrum on September 2, 2015,

drew the world’s attention towards Syrian refugees trying to escape the war-torn

country. The lifeless drowned toddler with facedown was found after 12 Syrian refugees

tried to make their way to the Greek island of Kos and died on their way. The toddler

was later identified as Alan Kurdi, who had drowned with his 5-year-old brother.

These refugees belonged to Kobani, a Syrian town under fire during the fight between

Islamic State insurgents and Kurdish forces. The image was so evocative and expressive

that it immediately caught the world’s attention and became a trending picture on Twitter

with the hashtag #KiyiyaVuranInsanlik (humanity washed ashore).

The Syrian boy on Greece’s Bodrum beach on September 2, 2015 (Photo Courtesy: Wikipedia)

13.4.2 Reporting for Audio and Visual Media

Audio and video files are two important digital media aspects conspicuously absent in

the earlier traditional media. Their reach and appeal have been so impressive that
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dedicated digital spaces are assigned to them. At the same time, audio has been a

special feature of radio and video that the TV; the two have seamlessly converged in

the digital space. The podcast has emerged as one of the sought-after content for

news, features, and discussion, which now most newspaper and TV websites have

incorporated into their digital space. Depending on the nature of the news, podcasts

are a series of audio files available to the readers, either free or subscription-based. A

good media podcaster makes the subject interesting by simplifying it for common listeners

by modulating his/her voice, sound pitch play and tone. The subjects of the podcasts

vary from cinema to food to travel to news and entertainment. Some popular Indian

podcasts include The Mythpat Podcast, Maed in India, Internet Said So, Ranveer

Show, Tastes of India and In Focus by The Hindu.

The expansion of telecom infrastructure and Internet penetration has further facilitated

the reach of audio and video to a large group of a heterogeneous mass audience.

Many news organizations have dedicated video channels on which they host their

content and keep updating from time to time. Some of these videos are also on social

media, where people pick them up. When many people access videos in a given period,

they are said to go viral because of their accessibility and popularity. In fact, video has

become the most widely watched content in today’s media content. Many videos with

the highest viewership numbers run in billions and belong to music, entertainment, and

religious content genres. As the lifespan of news content is fleeting, it does not occupy

a permanent slot in the highest viewership category.

13.4.3 Writing for Visual Media

The principle of good journalistic writing stands equally true for visual media, which

means that the narration of the news story has to be simple, attractive and close to the

readers who can identify themselves with the content of the medium. As mentioned

earlier, the conversational tone of the script is most suitable for the medium. The

sentences should be simple. A complex sentence should be broken into 8-10 words,

with each sentence conveying a particular idea. The use of heavy words and jargon

should be avoided as far as possible. The transition from one sentence to another

should match the visual transition to be effective and communicative. As people’s digital

attention is flickering, it is best to begin the story with its most startling or unique aspect

and then gradually shift to known facts. In most cases, viewers’ attention and retention

are the most critical aspects of video viewing. They should be given due attention by

incorporating stunning visuals, graphics, and archival screenshots in the video library.

13.4.4 Leveraging the Visual Quotients

The visuals and video have the highest viewer quotients among all media content. It

decides the priority of video content and should be leveraged accordingly. Video content

should be placed at the right place and at the right time when there are chances they

would be searched for on the subject. It should be rightly tagged and indexed with

popular keywords on the subject. When the video content matches the searchable

content, the video hosting site should be able to display it when required. The video

content should be compelling and competent enough to draw viewers’ attention. It

should be watermarked to protect the ownership rights of the video and should be

embedded. It is also advisable to create playlists so that viewers can continuously

engage and subscribe to them for future engagement.
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Activity - 2

Discuss reactions to images of people personally affected by tragedy or disaster.

Research and reflect on the strategies journalists use in mainstream and alternative

media to depict the emotional impact of events while maintaining people’s privacy

and dignity.

13.5 LEARNING ATTRIBUTES OF NEWS

REPORTING

The learning curve for news reporters continues lifelong. In addition to learning new

methods of gathering news and using new technology, he/she has to ensure that the

reports, features, and opinion pieces they write truly reflect the essence of the time.

Some ethical questions about information sources must be addressed while maintaining

the prevailing privacy laws. Certain self-restraint norms need to be followed depending

on the subjects of the reporting - political, economic, sports, health, international affairs

or crime. While reporting on the judiciary or court, the reporter has to ensure the

decorum and dignity of the judges are maintained lest they are implicated in contempt

of court. The reporter must also ensure that he/she gives the full and correct versions of

all the parties involved in the report and should not favour one over the other.

Check Your Progress: 2

Note: 1) Use the space below for your answers.

2) Compare your answers with those given at the end of this unit.

1. What are some of the good practices of news reporting?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

2.  What is the ideal way to include visual elements in news reporting?

.......................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................

13.6 PEDAGOGICAL APPROACHES

(Instructions for the course counsellers)

In this unit, learners can research and analyze the news coverage of a major event,

such as a man-made or natural disaster. This case study can focus on the images from

news coverage and the representations of people and issues connected to these events.

Learners can survey the Internet to locate the images that appeared in the mainstream

media.

Research and analyze the news coverage of major events such as man-made or natural

disasters. This case study should focus on the images from news coverage and the

representations of people and issues connected to these events. Educators can survey

the Internet to locate the images that appeared in the mainstream media.



249

Audience: National and

Global Contexts
The following questions can be used to analyze the coverage and the images in detail:

 Describe what was represented in online news sites, television, and newspaper

coverage. Identify the images that were used most often. Examine how these

representations are constructed, considering the use of camera angles, the

composition of a photograph, types of shots, who or what is shown in the

footage/photograph and who or what is excluded.

 What message is conveyed through the use of these images? What story do

the images tell? Assess the potential of these images to become iconic. What

impact might these images have on audiences? Consider the effect of the

images on the viewer’s understanding of, or relationship to, the subject.

 Discuss whether or not information about the event that does not exist in

images will be remembered. Explore the power of images to ‘obliterate’ other

information not contained in visual form. What are the implications of this for

informed citizenship?

13.7 LET US SUM UP

As mentioned earlier, news reporting is both an art and a science and has to be dealt

with the humane and technological face. It is very responsible work and has the potential

to make or mar the reputation of the news organization and the reporter. While the

immediacy of the news has assumed a central role in the competitive news domain, the

reporter has to ensure the accuracy of the news he/she is providing as it may impact

some people negatively. Depending on the news medium, the style and presentation of

news should be transformed accordingly.

The news presentation must be simple, lucid, attractive and factual and should be

presented so that even an illiterate person understands it. We also discussed the power

of image while discussing news reporting. We realized it has a very high visual impact

and should be given due importance wherever such visuals show compelling and

empathetic elements. At the end of the Unit, we also discussed new methods and

technology in news gathering. To survive in the competitive media space, a reporter

has to constantly keep him/herself updated with new technological devices to improve

his/her newsgathering skills.

13.8 KEYWORDS

Developing News : This news reporting group is closely associated with

what we now call breaking news. In such news, there

is no final; the news is still unfolding and needs continuous

reporting with a timeline before reaching the outcome.

URL : The Uniform Resource Locator is the address of a web

page or a website on the World Wide Web.

Television Rating : A measure of viewership of the TV news channels.

Point (TRP)
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13.10 CHECK YOUR PROGRESS: POSSIBLE

ANSWERS

Check Your Progress: 1

1. Newspapers and magazines have a different role because of their production

cycle. The next edition of the daily newspaper comes only 24 hours after you

have received your newspapers early in the morning. As newspapers are not

in a hurry to provide breaking news, they use the available time for in-depth

reporting on the issue. A newspaper tries to find out the reason, the cause,

and its impact on policies, people, the economy, and politics. Depending on

the impact value of the news, some news makes it to the paper’s front page

while others recede to the inside pages.

2. TV news reporting is more complex and involves multiple professionals like

cameramen, Outdoor Broadcast Van (Ob Van), Liv U and Dejero, Satcom

and Ingest and other infrastructure. Reporting on an event uses all forms of

communication, including words, pictures, graphics, and video. It should be

remembered that illiterate people also view TV news channels, so particular

emphasis should be given to simplicity and clarity of expression, words and

phrases. As a rule, such news should begin by providing the most crucial part

of the information first, followed by less important and then least important

parts in sequential order while narrating the story. The reporter and anchor

are also advised to use simple, brief sentences and avoid ambiguity and

incoherence while reporting events. For a TV reporter, it is also essential to

understand the nature and profile of viewers to present news in a way easily

understood by them.

3. Online and digital multimedia have significantly changed accessibility and reach

to readers and viewers. At the same time, it has diversified the mechanism of

news reporting, thus involving the masses in the process. You must have seen

a lot of videos and news alerts by common people posted on social media

going viral, and the mainstream media subsequently taking up those feeds and

reporting on it. Digital media enjoys a unique position because of its distinctive

news reporting and dissemination features. Its segmented and customized

features allow catering to different audience groups, whether the audience is

literate or illiterate. Unlike TV and newspapers, it doesn’t need much setup

and operational cost and can be started by anyone with a meagre investment.
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You must have seen many YouTubers and small and big journalist having their

websites, blogs and YouTube channels running with decent followers and

subscriber bases.

Check Your Progress: 2

1. Some good practices of news reporting are:

 On-Site Reporting

 Sourcing and Citation Inputs

 Authenticity and Credibility

 Cross-Checking and Double-Checking Facts and Figures

 Non-Prejudicial Reporting

 Privacy and Confidentiality

2. The visuals and video have the highest viewer quotients among all media content.

It decides the priority of video content and should be leveraged accordingly.

Video content should be placed at the right place and at the right time when

there are chances they would be searched for on the subject. It should be

rightly tagged and indexed with popular keywords on the subject. When the

video content matches the searchable content, the video hosting site should

be able to display it when required. The video content should be compelling

and competent enough to draw viewers’ attention. It should be watermarked

to protect the ownership rights of the video and should be embedded. It is

also advisable to create playlists so that viewers can continuously engage and

subscribe to them for future engagement.




